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TBANSLATOK'S PEEFACE. 

Thbbb is no nation under the sun whose history 

can be more interesting than that ot the Jews> par- 
ticularly that branch of them which, aftei the de- 
stmction of Jerusalem by Titus, emigrated to Spain, 
and fox many centuries lived in that land, which they 
regarded as their adopted country. 

In spite of the insults, the hardships, and the per- 
secutions which they endured in Spain, the sons of 
Israel cultivated the arts and sciences, fed the lamp 
of literature, and kept it continually burning for a 
succession of ages, during which it may be justly 
said that darkness covered the greater part oi 
Europe, and gross darkness the people/' 

That the Jews of Spain were far more enlightened 
than the Christians and Mohammedans of that country 
will appear from the pages of llus liibtory. We can- 
not therefore be surprised that a man of such eminent 
literary attainments as Don Adolfo de Castro should 
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iv translator's preface. 

devote himself to the task of writing it. Task I call 
it, for that it really was such must be obvious to any 
one who will give himself the trouble of looking at 
the numerous authorities (cited ia the notes to this 
Translation) which the Author had to consult ; and 
although this is but a brief history of the Spanish 
Jews, I make no doubt that its brevity is mainly 
owing to circumstances over which Don Adolfo had 
no controul, viz. want of books, records, and documents 
to throw a light upon itf some of which were in all 
probability burned, and some carried away from Spain 
by the Jews at the time of their expulsion from that 
kingdom by Ferdinand the Unprincipled, otherwise 
called the Catholic. 

The Author of this work has been for some years 
advantageously known to his countrymen by his literary 
merits, and within the last twelve months a work 
of his, entituled The History of the Persecution of the 
ProUsianU hy Philip the Second^*^ has been translated 
into English by Mr. Parker ^ to which, perhaps, my 
translation of the " History of the Jewa m Spain^' 
may be regarded as a suitable accompaniment. 

Don Adolfo de Castro, unable to defend Queen 
Isabella's conduct in establishing the Inquisition, en- 
deavours to paUiate it by saying that she acted m 
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empUanee with her husbanePt toUhes and the counsels 
of her confessor! 

But as such compliance as this to be accepted as an 
excuse for a gross yiolation of God's laws ? Are we to 
be told that a woman, who, pandering to the avarice 
of a worthless husband and the fanaticism of an 
ignorant confessor, consents to the foundation of a 
tribunal calculated to deluge her native land with 
the blood of thousands of her innocent subjects, and 
to unjustly deprive the heirs of the unhappy victims 
of their property, is a person of an amiabie and gentle 
disposition ? 

Vain is the attempt which ^ English as well as 
Spanish and Portuguese writers have made to throw 
a fake colouring .upon this act of Queen Isabella! 
The false colouring lias woru off and exposed to 
new the dirt and filth which lay beneath it. The 
damning act is written with an iron pen in indelible 
characters ! 

Does the youlhful Queen who now sways the 
aceptre of the Spanish monarchy desire to transmit 

h^ name to posterity as that of the most upright 
sovereign who ever sat on the throne of a noble 
kingdom? Then, let it be her first act to make 
reparation to the Jews for the wrongs done to their 
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race by her ancestors, and especially ))y her name- 
sake : let her blot out from the statute-books of Spain 
every penal law that affects the Israelites: let her 
invite tliem back to the land which they still regard 
as the land of their adoption^ and confer upon them 
greater privileges than they have ever enjoyed in 
any country since the time of their general dispersion. 

In the Appendix is given a letter, purporting to 
have been written to Philip the Seoond by Arias 
Montano, entituled Instruction for Princes," Sec,, 
which, as the reader will see by note 4 to page 
£6^, is a forged one: although this will not affect 
the credit of the history, (inasmuch as no fact men- 
tioned in it rests on the authority of the ** Instruction/' 
which was published for the purpose of confirming the 
Author's opinions about the Jesuits,) it is much to 
be regretted that he should have printed it. Were 
I to consult my own inclination I should suppress it, 
but it strikes me that, were I to do so, I should be 
. disingenuous ; and were I to publish it without stating 
it to be a forgery^ I should be still more disingenuous. 

The Author of this history has omitted, in general, 
to give the authorities from which his information 
is derived^ a defect which I have endeavoured to 
supply; but owing to my having been obliged to 
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grope my way in the dark, and to the difficulty of 
procuring bpauisk books, my success, though greater 
than I had expected, has not been such as I could 
wish. 

Wherever I have had access to the works cited 
by the Auilior, I have verified Lis quotations, except 
m am imtanee, (see note 59, page 151), in which 
he has, perhaps, inadvertently referred to a wrong 
authority. 

In order to avoid the introduction of foreign idioms, 
as &r as possible, into my translation, I placed my 

manuscript in the hands of a friend (one of the 
Fellows of Trinity College), not acquainted with the 
Spanish language, who has kindly read the greater 
part of it, and, at his suggestion, I have made many 
alterations, which are, I trust, improvements. 

To another friend, W. G. Clark, Esq., Fellow 
of Trinity College, my best thanks are due tor having 
procured me a copy of Don Adolfo de Castro's work. 

King'i CoUege^ Cambridge, Jidg 6th, mi. 




EHUAT A. 



2, note 1, for EtpesHofa read de Eapana, 
6, substiUite fig^ire 4 for the asteadsk. 

8, note 10, for 30 read 15 

8, note 16, the words aftor Kspana «AauAi 60 in 6radlete. 
19, note 27, last line, dele Book, 

28, note 38, last line, for 1 read 2. 

29, line 1 0, for hurying read buying. 

31, note 42, line 1, for PondiMi read Mt2fa. 
39, line 14, dele 6m/. 

49, the last sentence of note 52 shotdd be in brackets, 

69, note 9, the mrda after 1677 should be in brackets. 

70, note 24, last line, after paragr^ insert except that of 1335 ; tee 

ff iff 01 ring note. 

73, ninth imc of the note, for slain read mortallif wouiubd, 
80. last line of the text, dele 22. 

80, the last sentenee of note 23, including the word iraii&kuor 
should be in rectangular brackets. ' 
100, noto ^1, line 3, dck from 
120. lini 9. for Aragon read Arragon, 
140, note 43, line 2, for his holiness read His Holiness^ 
172, line 8, tost porutray read pourtray. 
207, line 11, for howmter read how 

221» 8th line of the text and 2nd line of note 20, fat Tebun read 

Teixeira. 
224, line 11, dele 27. 

256, line 16, for qffi^onieiy read effrontery. 
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SUMMARY OF BOOK THE FIRST. 

IirxBODvcTioN.~Settleiiiesit ci the Jews in Spain in Nebuchad- 
nezzar's tinie, &buloas.— Apocryphal character of the letter said 
to have been sent to Xerasalem by the synagogue of Toledo* to 
protest against the execudon of Jesus C9izist,— Idle talea which 
grew out of this fiction.— Real setUement of the Jews in the 
Spanish peninenla.— Resolution against them by the fathers of 
the'council of Elliberis.--Aimal of t&e Ootha in Spain.— Liberty 
Ihe Jews enjoyed there aa long as the ibnner continued to be 
Azians.— Recsredo is oouTerted to CathoUcisni. — ^Decree of the 

- third council of Toledo against the Jews.^Persecution of them 
in the days d king Sisebuto. — Decrees of the eouncHs of Toledo 
In the reigns of Chintilat BecesTinto, and ^ica.— Protection said 
to haye been afforded to the Jews by king Witiza» fabulous. — 
The Jews of Spain concert a plan with their breihrai of Afirica 
for the invasion and reduction of the peninsula by the Arabs. — 
Arrival of the latter and battle of the Ghiadalete, in which the 
flower of the Gothic nobility is cut off.— The Jews assist the 
Arabs in their enterprises ; garrison the principal cities which 
were conquered by the latter ; regain their Uberty. 



BOOK THE nEST. 

I AM about to treat of the chequered and ahnost- 
always-tragic fortunes of the Jews in Spain : a history 

replete^ not with glorious conquests, signal feats of 
valor and lofty aims^ but with calamities, conflicts, 

persecutions, riots, robberies, conilagrations, banish- 

B 
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2 UI8T0RT OF [bK* 

mentSj deatlis by fire on public scaffolds, losses of 

caste/ imprisonments, degradations^ and other ex- 
tremely rigorous punishments. 

Herein I shall demonstrate the unreasonableness of 
those writers who corrupted the truth, and described, 
and still describe, die ancient Spanish Jews as men 
utterly given up to usury and accustomed to hide in 
the bowels of the earth the fruit of their labours, their 
commerce, and their acquisitions ; whereas it is to them 
that Spain owes the great advancement she made in 
medicine, philosophy, mathematics, and navigation. 
They were in the hubit of being consulted Ijy kings 
on the most critical afiairs of state, and it was by the 
aid of their counsels and hard cash that the most difficult, 
the grandest, and the most hazardous enterprises were 
undertaken. 

I shall also point out the great error as well as 

* Literally, infamies of Uncages, Persons descelided, or supposed 
to be desceudcd, from those who have in them any mixture of Jewish 
or Moorish blood, or descended, or supposed to be descended, from 
ancestors tunvicted by the tribunal of the Inquisition are, to this day, 
more or less looked down upon in Spain ; but this illiberal prejudice 
is gradually wearing away. Pedro Salazar de Mendoza, in his Mo- 
narquia Espaiiola (lib. in. ( up. 1), speaking of the council of the 
Inquisition (of which he Avas a member), and the persons con- 
nected with that tribunal, sayti : "tiny aie all, from the Inquisitor 
General down to the porters and servant:^ who attend and wail upon 
them, old ClLri^tian.s, puit: and in no wise descended from Jews, 
Moors, or persons who have had penance imposed upon them by 
the same holy office." The original words ore, '* Son todos desde 
el Inquisidor General hasta los porteros y familiarcb que les sirven 
y acompaiian, Cristianos viojos, limpios, raza ui descendcncia du 
Judios, Moros 6 pcnitenciados por el miBmo Santo Oficio."— Tra***- 
Uitor* 
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injustice which the Catholic Sovereigns' committed, 
when thej ordered the'^ews to be banished from the 
realms of Spain, and shall support my opinion by 
showing the extreme impolicy of a measure which 
must, necessarily, be attended with such fatal results, 
and exhibit the utter fruitlessness and futility of per- 
sectitions, punishments, and other severities for re- 
ligion's sake: fer monarchs may, indeed, by the arm 
of the law, coerce the bodies of their subjects, but they 
will find it an easier task to check the winds and turn 
back the courses of rivers, than to subdue the minds 
of men. I write this history dispassionately and im- 
partially-^passion and partiality belong not to me. I 
neither am a Jew, nor a descendant from Judaizers. 
My sole aim is to stand up for the truth — ^a rule by 
which every historian ought to be guided: and the 
truth cannot be endangered by my pen, as 1 am not 
in the habit of viewing things with prejudiced eyes: 
this is a practice quite inconsistent with my notions. 

Some writers have mentioned the prosperity and 
adversity of the Spanish Jews, and there has been 
no want of great geniuses who have treated of the 
times of the expulsion of the latter; but, owing to 
their fear of the CathoUc sovereigns, while these were 
living, and after their deaths, to their own hatred of 
every thing that concerned the Jewish nation-^a hatred 

• This expression is emphatically applied by Spaniards to Ferdi- 
nand and Isabella : in the original it is Reyes Catdlicost *• ^> Catholic 
kinff9, but as it means a King and Qitetn, I thought it would be better 
to render it as I have disaHe^^Translatoirt 

V2 



4 



HISTORY OF 



imbibed at their mothers' breasts — ^hardly any of diem 
hare cut out their stories according to the measure of 

truth. 

Hence it was that men of high birth, and reputation 

for prudence, of singular virtue, and Eminence in sci- 
ence, allowed themselves to be borne down the stream 
of a thousand follies and extravagances^ arrived at a 
pitch of extreme blindness^ and did irreparable damage 
to history and literature : from which it is evident that 
neither studies, nor briUiancy of talent, nor science 
suffice to create wisdom in man, but only serve to 
ransom his spirit from the dungeon in which it has 
been imprisoned from his childhood, purified from 
the corruption and poison of vulgar doctrines which 
it has imbibed, through the ignorance of his parents 
and teachers. 

The information we have respecting the settlement 
of the Jews in Spain is infected with many great 
errors, since persons of great learning and historical 
credit have relied on &bles told by the low and ig- 
norant populace, and on documents forged, either from 
interested motives or from a vain desire to have both 
the documents and the lies contained in them believed. 

It is related by some writers that Nebuchadnezzar, 
king of Babylon, after he had levelled proud Jeru- 
salem's walls, and carried the Isruelitish people into 
captivity, followed up his victorious enterprises with 
the destruction of Tyre and Egypt, and the towns 
situated on the African shores. After he had taken 
vengeance on the Phenicians^ and had exacted satis- 
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faction fix>m them for saeeouring the Tynans while 
he was hemming in the latter with an obstinate block- 
ade, he invaded the Spaniah temtory, Tanqniflhed its 
inhabitants^ and left there a large number of Jews^ 
who travelled with his army, and laid the foundations 
of Toledo, Seville, and other very ancient cities.* Ter- 
tulUan, £usebiu8 of Cesarea, St. Clement of Alexandria, 
u well as other authors, treat largely of the conquests 
made and marches undertaken by Nebuchadnezzar, 
through libj^ and all Asia as fiur as Armenia; not 

one of whom speaks of his arrival in the Spanish 
peninsula, and his capture of it by fire and sword. 
And even if sueh forcible reasons and arguments could 
be adduced as should serve to prove clearly that he 
acquired diese lands by force of arms and power, there 
exibt much stronger reasons for believing that no Jews 
went thither with his army. The perpetual enmity and 
discord that existed between the Jews and Assyrians, 
especially in religious matters, are proved by the testi- 
mony of the grave and authentic historian Flavins 
Josephus. While they lived together, their minds 
were alienated from one another by blind rancour 
and hostility: the former were dissatisfied with the 
state of slavery and misery to which they were re* 
doced; the latter were disgusted at Hie repeated in- 
juries they suffered, without a murmur, at the hands 
of those very men whom they had burdened with the 
yoke of a wearisome captivity. It is, therefore, im- 

* Garibay's CJompcndlo Historial, lib. v, cap. 4; Mariana's HUt. 
Geu. de Espaua, lib. i. cap. 17. — Trcmsiaior, 
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possible to suppose that Nebuchatlntzzar would take 
with his army, in his extremely bold march through 
Africa and Spain, such terrible and such troublesome 
enemies as these; aud^ still more so, that he would 
leave in their power the lands which he had acquired 
at the expense of the blood, sweaty and toils of hia 
subjects. 

Other historians assert that some Jews came to Spain 

about this time with Fyrrhus their captain/ and built 
towns in two places — one of them was Toledo, the other 
Lucina or Lucena. But all these accounts are many 
miles away ixom the truth. The best established and 
only true story is, that those who escaped death at 
the capture of Jerusalem, were brought in chains to 
Babylon. This is the account given in the books of 
Kings and Chronicles. 

Those who have wished to prove the fact that the 
Jews settled in Spain after the latter were subdued 

by the arms of Nebuchadnezzar,* relate that they had 

synagogues in the most considerable cities of the Spanish 
peninsula, of which the head and first in dignity was 
the one at Toledo. They go on to state that when 
Jesus Christ commenced preaching at Jerusalem, the 

Scribes and Pharisees determined to destroy Him, and 

* Strabo says that Nebuchadoezzar penetrated beyond the pUUum 
of Hercules^ and led an army irom Spain into Thrace and Pontus 
(book XT.). Josepbiis also states that be (Nebuchadnezaar) con- 
quered n)p *lfiiipiaif^ or, SB it is in the Latin yersion, which is of equal 
authority, bonam partem Sitpanm, (Antiquities, book x. chap. 11.) 
Por this story of Pyrrhus, fto., see Qaiibsy's Compendio Histoiial* 
lib. T. cap, 4.— -TVoiuMir. 
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that (as in matters of the greatest diflB.cuity they were 
accustomed to consiilt with all the synagogaes m the 
world ill order to ask their advice and consent,) they 
dispatched to the chief of the synagogue of Toledo 
letters from the chieft and priests by the hand of their 
messenger^ one Samuel. The Jews of Toledo met in 
council and in the names of the other synagogues in 
Spain, from which they had received full powers, after 
hearing read to them the letters of one Eleazar, a priest 
of their own country and a man of holy life, who had 

gone oil busiucss of his own to Jerusalem, and had 
been witn^ to, and had a high esteem for, the life 
and miraculous acts of Jesus, answered, that the Spanish 
Jews could not allow their brethren of Jerusalem to 
take away the life of Jesus Christ. The answer, they 
say, was afterwards found at Toledo, when Don Alfonso 
the Sixth rescued this city from the power of the 
Moors; it was written in the Hebrew tongue, and 
afterwards translated into Arabic by order of a wise 
Moorish king, named GaUfre; the former monarch 
ordered it to be put into the Castilian language of 
the day, and it was preserved till the year 1494 in 
the archives of Toledo, whence it was carried off by 
the Jews when they were expelled from Spain, 

This fiction, for such I consider it to be^ has ob« 
tained credit with many very good writers who were 
deceived hy the forger of the document, as for instance, 
Don Fray Prndendo de Sandoyal/ Arias Montano,* 

• His tor La dc I03 Reyes de Castilla y de Leon, ^y, 
9 Commentaria in. xii, Prophetas. 
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Dr. Juan de Vergara/ Dr. Francisco Pisa/ Fray Juan 
de Pineda/ Quintana Duenas,^^ Eodrigo Caro,*^ Tamayo 
de Vargas,'* FrandBCO de Padilla," Don Jos^ de Pel- 
licer," Don Diego de Gastejon/'^ Eodrigo Mendez de 
Silva/ and many others whom^ to aydd prolixity^ I 
omit. For the credit of Spanish literature^ I must say 
that several distinguished writers, including the Mar- 
qvM of Mondejar and the rery learned Niooks Antonio» 
•as well as other excellent critics, have regarded the 
story as apocryphal. Here follows what people would 
haye us believe to be the tnmdation of the lettor in 
the language of the day in Don Alionso .the Sixth's 
time* 

Levi J chief of the synagogue (arcliisinagogo), 
and Samuei, and Jas^h, goad men of the Ayama 
of Toledo f to JSeaxaif^ great Eigh-Prieei^ and Samuet 
Canut y Ands, and Caiaphae, good men of the AU 

' Historia de Toledo publicada por Pedro Alcocer. 

• Histdrin dc Toledo. 1* parte [cap, 23. Pi^^a thinks that Nebu- 
chadnezzar marched into Spain, but that he did not take any 
Hebrews thither. He is of opinion, however, that some of that 
race settled in the neighbourhood of Toledo many years before our 
Saviour's passion. — Trandatcyr,^ 

* Monarquia Eclesiastica, &c. 

'0 Santos de Toledo, siglo i" de la ley do gracia. [cap. 1. In the 
second chapter he j^dves his opinion of tliis letter, and quotes the 
chronicle of Julian the arohpnest, meutioued below at page SO.— • 

1^ Antiguedades, &c. de SeviUa. 
^ Novedades antiguas. 

" Histona Ecleei&stica de Espana. [vol i. fol. 16>.-— ZVonfAitor.J 
^ Lecdones solemnes k las obras de G6ngora. 

Primacia de la Santa Iglesia de Toledo. 

Poblacion General de Eapana^ fola. 10, 11.— TVwMlo^or. 
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jama of Ebl^ Lan4» iofiMrfwfi ^rmtgh &/$ Ood of 

Israel. 

''The latteiB that ye sent nt, wberein ye in- 
formed us how matters stood with the prophet of 
Nasareth^ were brought tQ us by your man Aaarias, 
a doctor of law, who saith that the prophet worketh 
many miracles. One Samael, son of Amasias, passed 
through thk city not long sinoe, and gave na an 
account of many kind acts done by this man, who, 
according to his statement, is a knmUe and meek 
person, and talketh to the afflicted : he doeth good 
to every body ; and when they do wrong to him, he 
wrongeth not any one : he dealeth boldly with pnmd 
and evil men, and ye are so wicked as to bear ill-will 
to him, because he told yon your misdeeds to your 
faces. Now, as ye bore this ill-will towards him, 
we enquired of the former man in what year, month, 
or day he [the prophet] was bom, and he told ns. 
We found that it was on the day of His nativity 
that three suns were seen in these parts, which 
gradually became but one sun; and when our 
Others obseryed the miracle, they, on consideration, 
proclaimed that the Messiah was soon about to be 
bom, nay, that He was, perhaps, abready born. 
Beflect, brediren, whether He have already come, 
and been rejected by you. The aforesaid man like- 
wise informed us, on his father's authority, that cer- 
tain magi, men of great wisdom, arrived in the Holy 
Land at the time of His nativity, and enquired for 
die place where the holy Child was born, and that 
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your king Herod considered with himself, and assem- 
bled the wise men of his city, and asked where the 
Infant should be born, for whom the niaori were 
enquiring, and they answered him, /i» Bethlehe m 
of Judma^ according to the prophecy of Micah 
de Fergino, and that those magi declared that they 
had been led from afar to the Holy Land by a star 
of exceeding brightness. Consider whether it be 
not the fulfilment of this prophecy. Kings shall sing 
and walk ifi the brightness of His birth. Take heed, 
moreover, that ye do not persecute Him whom ye are 
bound to honour highly and to receive with good 
will, but be well advised. We tell you that we 
cannot, either by counsel or will, consent to His 
death, for were we to do so, then to us would 
the prophecy apply, which saith. They shall assem- 
Ue faith me consent against the Lord and agaimi 
His Messiah. And we advise you, wise though ye 
be, that, in so weighty a matter as this, ye proceed 
with caution, lest the God of Israel, in His wrath 
with you, should destroy the second house of your 
second temple; for be ye well assured that it will 
soon be destroyed, and this was the reason why our 
ancestors who came out of the captivity in Babylon 
(under the guidance of Pyrrhus their captain, who 
was sent by king Cyrus, and who brought them oat 

with great riches which he carried away from Haby- 
lon, in the sixty-ninth year of the captivity, and they 
received protection from the pagans of Toledo)^ 
built a large Aljamay and would not return again 
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to Jerusalexu. — Toledo, fourteenth day of the month 
Nisan; era of Cesarj eighteen, and of Attgualus 

Octavianus, seventy-one."" 

The following are the grounds on which I support 
my opinion that this letter is an entire fiction, namely, 
on the fact that at the time of Jesns Christ's death there 
were no Jews living in Spain; on the improhahility 
and absurdity of the supposition that the Jews of 
Jerusalem should hold a conference with their brethren 
who were scattered throughout the world; and lastly, 
on the assertion of all who belieye in the genuineness 
of the document, that it was translated into Spanish at 
the time when Toledo was conquered by Alfonso the 

Sixth, for in tliis age all documents were writtc]! in 

Latin. In addition to this, the translation of this docu- 
ment is written in a barbarous language, a confused 
medley of ancient and modem Castilian, with a smatter- 
ing of Portuguese and Gallician,^^ 

There cannot be the slightest doubt that this letter 
originated in the desire to make the Jews appear less 
odions than they were in the eyes of the people afid 
even of the nobility, and the wish to mitigate the cruel 
persecutions they suffered in modem times by the tri- 

''This letter is pabluhed by Sandoval in liia HlMoria de loa 
Beyesy (see rdgn of Alonao the Sucfh), but be myn that he 
does not know what amount of credit to attach to iL-^I^ramkOor, 

^ Let those who wUh to haye thdr ears liekled with the sound 
of this beanSiftil jargon, go to Tigo or Tuy, both of them towns in 
QiUidat for a few days, and they will have a fine opportunity of 
puttbg the deliGacy of their anricular oigans to the test I speak 
from experience. ^TVosMiAi^or, 
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bunal of the Holy Office. I formed this opinion after 
reading the accounts of seyeral authoM who assert that 
the descendants of those Jews of the synagogue of 
Toledo who raised their voices against the execation. 
of Jesus Christ, desecyed to be rewarded and esteemed 
as good men. 

Father Juan de Pineda, in his Monarqula Eclesi- 
dHica, writes as follows : ** The Jews who lived at 

Toledo were not at Jerusalem at the time of our 
Bedeemer's passion, nor did they consent to it Such 

boini^ the case, tbey may boast of the highest lineage 
in the world ; for nobility of blood depends on the per- 
sonal excellence of parentage, as well as on privileges 
and honours conferred by princes. And the founders 
of the house of Israel, to wit, Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, were very eminent men and more highly 
honoured by God than any who have been born into 
the world. Therefore, as many persons of Jewish 
descent as shall prove that their ancestors in no wise 
consented to the Bedeemer's death (on the score of 
which they forfeited dieir nobility (hidalguia)), and 
believed in Him, like Nicodemus, Gamaliel, and some 
others, must, without question, equally with those an- 
cestors, be of the highest lineage in the world."** 

Father Quintana Duenas, in his Singtdaria, a post- 
humous work, launches out stiU further in his account 
of the merits of all that proved descent from the Jews 

" 19 Francisco de Padilla, in his HisUnia Eclesi&stica, vol. i. fcH, 2, 
speBkB of Pineda and refeni to this passage, of which he quotes the 
substance^ though not the exact words.*^ TromtkOor^ 
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who opposed the death of Jesus; for he says they 

ought to be honoured with admission to the military 
oidm, and be preferred to ecclesiastical dignities. As 
his words are very quaint^ I give a translation of them 
irom their original Latin :^ I shall not forbear to 
remark that if any one shall prove his descent from 
that family of the Hebrews which in no wise consented 
to Christ's deaths and it shall appear that the said family 
did oppose it» and after the publication of the law of 
grace did not relapse to Judaism, he may be admitted 
to ecclesiastical orders and dignities^ and not only re<* 
ligious, but military ones, even though by the statutes 
of both^ persons of Hebrew extraction are excluded 
from admission to them/' 

There is nothing extraordinary in the supposition 
that after the Jews were expelled from Spain» those 
who reluctantly received baptism and remained under 
the disguise of Christians^ on seeing the contempt in 
which such were holden as were descended from tlie 
converts, should forge this document and should spread 
these notices to exalt their pedigree^ by thus flattering 
die affections of the vulgar, the learned^ and even their 
very persecutors and enemies. 

* Singnlaria moralis Thcologifc ad quinque prsecepta ecclesise 
ni-cnon ad ecclesiastical ceusuras et pcBnasj opus posthvimum. 
Madrid, 1652. 

Tandem non desinam hie adnotare quod si aliqiiis probaret se ex 
Hebrseorum familia descendere quae nullo modo morti Christi 
a&>enjjum ptiebuisset, immo et contradixiBse constaret, ncc etiam 
post promulgatam gratia; legem in Judaismum incidisset, posset^ 
'luidem admitti ad ordiues ac dignitates ecele55iasticas, iieciion ad 
religioncs quascunque etiam militares, quantumvis illa3 a suo gremio 
expelli omnes ex sanguine Hebraeorum procreatos statuerint. 
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The words of these authors prove tlie weakness and 
blindness of human reason, and its readiness to twist 
and turn the tempers of mortals in such a manner as to 

make them htite what they ijiost love, and love what 
they most abhor. For, ^ as men's opinions are almost 
always swayed by thie force of passions, they experience 
more changes than the sea or the moon i and as they 
dash to the ground whatever accords not exactly with 
their own sentiments, so do they praise up to the skies 
whatever agrees with their natural disposition and tem- 
per. Thus they who once abhorred all that observed 
the law of Moses and refused the descendants of the 
latter admission to ecclesiastical dignities and military 
orders, wQuld now throw the door wide open to them, 
owing to a mere fiction that was pleasing in their eyes. 
Such is the effect of a notice which carries with it the 
appearance of truth, and has the good fortune to obtain 
credit with persons of illustrious birth, established fame, 
and eminence in the literary world ! 

By means of the credit given [by such persons] to 
the letter whicb stated that the Spanish Hebrews, and 
particularly those of the kingdom of Toledo, though 
earnestly solicited by their brethren of Jerusalem, re* 
fused to lend their vote and consent to Christ's death, 
other lies were invented which met with an equally 
favourable reception. One of these was the assertion 
that, in the year 38, the Jews sent to Jerusalem two 
messengers, named Athanasius and Joseph, to make 
■a verbal protest in the nam^'of the Toledan and all 
other Jews iu Spain, wiik the mteul to ohbLiuct the 
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designs of the Scribes and Pharisees. It is also falsely 
asserted that^ after Christ^s crucifixion, the chief of the 
spagogue {arehmnagoga) of Toledo sent a second em- 
bassy to Jerusalem with letters to most holy Mary and 
St» Peter, desiring them to instmct the bearers of them 
in the Ciiristian faith ; which letters were brought by 
Saints Indalecio and Eufrasio. Then, say they, £lea- 
2ar, who held, the office of president of the Spanish 
synagogue and people in Sion, wrote to the brethren 
of Toledo to inform them of the death of JesuB> which 
was caused by the machinations of Annas and Caiaphas, 
and that a holy man uam,ed JameSj son of Zebedee, was 
coming to preach the law of grace in Spain. 

In the lying chronicle, printed as the work of Julian, 
high-priest of Santa Justa, is inserted the following 
apocryphal letter, of which a translation from the Latin 
is here given for the amusement oi the curious. 

LETTBB FROM ELEAZAR TO THB SYNAGOGUE OF 

TOLBtK),*^ 

Eleazar, president of the Si)amsh synagogue and 
people at Jerusidem, and the elders of hie caundlf to 
Levi, president of the council of Toledo, and to the 
Mere Samuel and Joeeph^ eahaiion through the Grod 
of Israel. 

'* Know, my brethren, that a just man, named 
• Jesus of Nazareth, preacheth in this city of Jeru'^ 

saicm, worketh many miracles, raiseth the dead, 

Santos de Toledo por Quintaua Dueioas, siglo 1** de la ley de 
gram, cap. V,—Tran8kUor» 
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healeth lepersj gireth sight to the bUnd^ feet to 
the lome^ use of limbfl to the paralytic: He is a 
universal benefactor, a man that is humble, com- 
passionate, grave, fairer than the children of men, 
affable^ mighty in deeds, and in all His actiims su^ 
perior to the rest of the human race : many venerate 
Him as the Mesnah. John^ the son of Zachariah, 
pointed Him out to us with his flnger, and said, 
Ihis is the Lamb of God. We have refused to give 
our consent to Hia death, which was compassed by 

Annus and (Jaiaphas and the chief-priests, and give 
you this intimation, in order that neither ye nor any 
of the twelye tribes who chance to live in Spain, may 
approve of so sacrilegious an act. Bemember how 
Haman gave command that not only our ancestors, 
but many other Hebrews also who were scattered 
about in divers places, should sufi'er death igno*> 
miniously on the gallows, and how God finally 
ordered it that the man himself should be hanged 
on the one he had prepared for our father Mor- 
decai. Our fethers received letters from Artaxerxes, 
by which they learnt at once that tlie weeks of 
Daniel were very soon to be accomplished, in which 
the Holy One should die, if He were not already 
dead 1 Bemember, too, how our fathers were warned 
by Daniel when he was in Babylon (whence by his 
order and arrangement they came to Spain), and how 
he foretold to them the death of the Holy One, on 
account of which the temple of Jerusalem was to be 
destroyed, and how ill an opinion Jeremiah and 
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other piophets entartained of the Jews that re« 
. mamad at Jenualeniy and would not go down to 
Egypt with Jeremiah himself j** while they speak 
favourably of the good Jews whom God sent to 
Spain. In short, I beg of you, should certain Jews 
of Jerusalem, now about to proceed to Spain, arriye 
there with letters, not to receive such persons ; or, 
if ye receive any one, let that one be James the son 
of Zebedee, and none other : he is a good man and 

a disciple of Christ crucified, Who, according to His 
disciples, hath abready risen again. Receive this man 
kindly, as well as the other disciples of the Apostles^ 
God preserve you. — Jerusalem, fifth of the mouth 
Nisan/' 

Many writers enlarge so much upon this apocryphal 
letter as to relate other equally extraordinary false- 
hoods and events, which, to avoid tarnishing iliy his- 
tory with the account of additional errors, I pass over 
in silence* 

As I am now about to enter upon matters which 
have been more clearly established by the writings of 
teamed men, I affirm that the Israelites, during the 

Roman supremacy in Spain, had very little iniorniation 
respecting the countries of the west, or what went on 
in them t for as they neither lived on the sea^coast, nor 
were in the habit of making voyages from one place to 
another for the purpose df selling their merchandise, 

" It Is strange that the finrgen of this letter should make Jeremiah 
and otiier prophets state precisely the reverse of what we read in their 
prophecies respecting such as should go down to Egypt. — Translator. 
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nor fatigu^ thesiselves with pilgrimages all over the 

world for the sake of seeing new regions, new people, 
or new customs, they were only acquainted with such 
kingdoms as hordered on their own t and this acquaint- 
ance arose partly from the proximity of those kingdoms^ 
and partly from wars and crnel discords originating in 
conflicting interests. 

When the Jews were informed of the achievements 
of the Bomans^ and found that the latter had discovered 
in the heart of Spain so many and such large gold and 
silver nxines^ they sent messengers'^ to congratulate them 
on their victories and prosperity^ and at the same time 
to make a friendly league with such valiant folks. 
They did not come to Spain^ but went direct to Eome« 
and took with them oommendatory letters addressed to 
the kings of Asia and Europe, through whose territories 
they woidd have to travel in order to execute their 
mission. And though, on this occasion, the Jews made 
a treaty of amity with Bome^ there is no record to prove 
that any of them remained and lived in that city, which 
was then the mistress of the world. So say Flavius 
Josephus and Justin.^ 

Nor, in those days, were the Jews in the habit of 
travelling to Greece, though this country was so near 
to them ; for there is no writer of that time who says 
a word about the acts of the Hebrews. 

*^ First Book of Maccabees, ch. viii. — Translator. 

" A Demetrio cum descivissent" (Judsei), amicitia B/omaiwrtan 
petitaf &c. — Justin, lib. xxxvi. cap. 3. 

See 1 Maccabees viii., and Josephus' Antiquities, lib. xii. chap. 17. 

— Translator, 
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When, by means of the dissensions existing between 
Aristobulaa and Hyrcaatts^ Fompey the Greats ob- 
tained possession of Jerusalem and made Judca tribu- 
tary {this was fiix^-three years before the birth of 
CSirist), some fsraelitea went to Borne, and many others^ 
were afterwards carried jthither by Gabinius and Cras- 
808:^ this aceonntB fct the large number of them in 
that city," and for the service which they rendered 
Fompey in his wars with Jolius Cesar. 

The emperor Angustns showed them mneh kindness, 
inasmuch as he allowed them to live in a quarter sepa- 
rated from llonie by the opposite bank of the Tiber — 
the first settlement they ever acquired in Europe, But, 
oiring to the bad use they made of this privilege^ in the 
time of TRberins Cesar they were expelled from the 
city, and the consuls raised four thousand soldiers out 
of them to be sent to Sardinia. And those who, from 
religious or other motives, disobeyed the rigorous com- 

** Joseph. Aiitiq. lib. xir. cap. 8 ; Tacit. Hist. lib. t. cap. 9 ; Flor. 

Eer. lioman. lib. iii. cap. ^ ; Epit. lib. deperd. Liv. cii. — Tramlator. 

I tliiiLk the word CrasOt the oi i;::inal, is a misprint for Casio. 
Crassns marched direct from Jeru>alc!ii to Parthia, ^vhere he perished 
with all his army. I do not find it expressly stated, either by Jo- 
sephus or the Roman authors, that Gabmius or Cassius brought any 
Jews with them to Rome; the Jewish historian, however, asserts 
that, " upon the capture of Tarichese by Cassius," that general 
"carried thirty thousand Jews into slavery," but docs not mention 
wfUihet' tJiey iccrc taken. (Jewish War Book, lib, i. cap. 6.) — Tra)ishit<n\ 
*^ It appears from the oration pro Flacco, that in the timr of C'iccru, 
who was murdered b.c. 43, there was a flourishing community of 
Jews in Italy, ** cum aurum, JucUsorum nomine quotannis ex Italid. . . 
Hierosolymam exportari ioleret, &c." (Cicero, pro L. FktccOf cap. 28.; 
'■^TratultUor, 

C2 
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mands of the emperor, and refused to enter upon mill* 

tary service, were punished with death.^^ 

There are no records to prove the existence of anjr 
Jews in Spain in those times. Strabo, speaking of the 
dispersioa of the Jews in different parts of the worlds 
gives a detailed account of the provinces which they 
inhabited, but makes no mention of Spain : neither 
does Agrippa in the letter be wrote to the emperor 
Cains Caligula in behalf of the Hebrews, although he 
takes particular notice in it oi all the places where they 
were settled. 

It was in the seventieth year of the Christian era, 
after the destruction of Jerusalem by the emperor 
Titus, son of Vespasian, that the Jews spread them-r 
selves all over the world, and consequently came to 
swell the population of Spain: here they neither 
founded dties nor gave names to them, as some have 
asserted, without sufficient reason. They came, like 
conquered persons, to receive protection from others, 
not to build ramparts for themselves. In the cities 
which they were allowed to enter, they lived for many 
years mingled with the natives and other inhabitants ; 
and after that, by dint of hard labour, they had amassed 
riches, they made separate barriers that they might the 
better enjoy the comforts of life, and hold congregations 

* Suetonius says they were ordered to quit the city uuder the 
penalty of perpetiuil botulaijc^ 111 CiliaU of disobedience : his words are, 
** Judaeorum juventutem, per spcciem sacramenti, in proviiicias gra- 
\'ioii» cojli dislribuil ; reliquos gcutis t'ju.-^dem vel similia sectantea 
urbc submovit, sub pa'na perpetua; servUidis, nisi obteniperaseezit." 
(Suet, in Yita lib. Cies. cap. xxxvi.) — TramUUor, 
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in their synagogues with the more perfect freedom. 
The taajority of the Jews who went to Spain lost their 
x)wn language, and were very easily reconciled to the 
yemacular tongue of the country ; and this is the reason 
why, according to Dr« Bernardo Aldrete>^ so few He- 
brew words have been engrafted on our language, for 
we should, unquestionably, have had more of them had 
the Jews continued to use their own, and transmitted 
it to their descendants and the inhabitants of the cities 
in which they lived. 

A very short time elapsed ere the peace of the Jews 
was disturbed. In the year 303, the bishops, assembled 
in council at Elliberis^*^ forbad communication, dealings 
or contracts with them, as far as possible, alleging as 
a reason that the Jews were striving with most active 
and urgent importunities to bring over the people to 
Che law of Moses* Moreover, they (the bishops) thun- 
dered anathemas against all who shovdd eat in company 
with the Israelites, and all who should allow the latter 
to bless the fruits which the lands of the Christians 
yidded spontaneously. 

lu the opinion of some, these canons afford a 
strong argument to prove that the number of the 
Jews then living in Spain was exceedingly large ; 
but in the laws of the Visigoths, the collection of 
which is called Utero Juzgo, I find a still stronger 

See Antigiiedscles de EspaiSftt ftc.» poir Bentaxdo Aldrete, Ub« n. 
mp» S.^2Van«&i<0r. 

*o See49ilL8iidSStbcaaoiisa8g;iTeainI^aii«i80oPadilk 
Edfiti&Btioa,— 3>ww^S8<pr« 
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one for holdiiig th^ contrary opinion. In these statutes 
•we learn how they divided the Femnaulfti the Goths 

took two-thirds of it for themselves, and left one-third 
to the £omans ; for bj this name were the Spaoiards 
of that tune known to them, (hie of the statutes al* 
luded to runs thus : " The partition of the mountain 
lands made between the Go^ and the Bomans must 
not, in any wise^ be broken, provided die boundary- 
can be proved. The Romans must not take nor lay 
claim to any portion of the two-thirds belonging to the 
(aoths, nor the Goths to the remaining third which 
belongs to the Bomans." Whereby we see how small 
was the number of Jews then dwelling in Spain, whan 
no notice of them is taken ijx this partition — a silence 
which could not have been observed had they been 
many in number. 

Let not persons who hold the opposite ofnnion try 
to weaken this argument by saying that the Goths 
looked down upon the Hebrews with supreme con- 
tempt and disdain, nor ask why the former should 
apportion lands to folks in such litde esteem with them 
as the latter, as being persons who were gaining a more 
comfortable subsistence by trading, whereas they could 

not reap the fruits of the land without much persevering 
toil and laboiir ; reasoning as this is built on e 
weak fbuiidati<m, and is easily overthrown. 

It was from pure ambition tibat the barbarians of the 
north quitted tbehr own honses, and it was by pwce 
courage that they made themselves masters of other 

» lib. X. (it. 2. ley 8*.— IVwArtor. 
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people's. All the forces which, vainly attempted to 
dispute their passage made abcmt as much show of 
resistance as a slight cloud of dust offers to a stio ng 
«Bd impetaoas wind. It was hy good goTernment that 
they sncceeded in retsining possession of the oonqnered 
lands and dominions they bad usurped, and exalted 
their power to tiie skies, laying its foundations on the 
real obedience and love of the natives, and not turning 
to account the animosities and party interests which, 
howerer much they may uphold empbes for a time, 
eventually overturn them, resembling in this respect 
^ foundation-stone of an old building which keeps 
gradually moulderiwg away: its ratag^s escape de- 
tection, till aiter it has crumbled to pieces, ^d caused 
the &bric it was supporting to tumble down, when it is 
too late for either art or industry to prevent its fall. 
Now, as the Groths were not influenced in their 

» 

aetions by calludic inUderance, but by the desire of 

£rmly maintaining their conquests, we can hardly sup-r 
pose that when they made the division of Spain, they 
would have allowed the Hebrews to be forgotten had 
there been a large number of the latter living in their 
toitiesk 

'Tis certain that the Gothic kingdoms were replete 
with firatemal hatreds^ insidts, and calamicieiB of every 
description. Like rude barbarians, they were com- 
pletely imder the influence of their passions, especially 
of ambition, and mshed widi furious rapidity into the 
commission of every crime that their unbridled wills 
suggested to them. Subjects ousted kings, and deprived 
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them by violence of their thrones and liyes^ sometimes 
by the agency of poison, sometimes by the sword ; and 

not only were such things done by subjects, but brothers 
received like treatment from brothers, and children 
from parents So fearful is the effect produced by the 
ambitious thirst of power 1 much more is this the case 
•when this desire is combined with hardness of heart, 
ferocity of disposition^ and ignorance of right ! . But in 
.this age, in which crimes, and even those most repug- 
nant to nature, had risen to such a height, the Spaniards 
had but few grievances to complain of. Subjugated as 
they were and unable to shake off the yoke of oppress 
sion from their shoulders^ but at the same time living 
under a good government, they never took part with 
the factions that rose up for the purpose of wresting 
the sceptre from the hands of those who, in previous 
tumults, had received the regal dignity £:om the army 
and the people. These quarrels were confined to the 
Goths,, and resembled those of two beasts, which, after 
helping one another in the struggle for a prize and 
succeeding in getting it, engine furiously together, 
each with the view of making it his own. 

From the time that Ataulphus and his powerful host 
invaded the Spanish peninsula with fire and sword, and 
reduced it to obedience, with scarcely any opposition 
(which, according to conjectures more or less probable, 
happened in the year 415), till the year 586, when 
Becaredo the First began to reign, and, abjuring Arian- 
ism, embraced the Catholic religion,'* the Jews lived 

^ See Frandsco Pisa^B Historia de Toledo^ lib. n. cap. 17.— SVsm- 
iaior. 
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m peace and had a regular trade and intercourse'' with 
both Goths and Spaniardfl, They were neither despised 
nor oppressed. 

Eecaredo^ after repudiating the doctrines of Arius 
and bringing over a large number of the Arian party 
to Catholicism, was the individual who opened the door 
to the persecutions of the Hebrew people. In the 
council assembled at Toledo in the year 589,** it was 
decreed that the Jews should not hold public offices, 
or haTe Christian mistresses or Christian slaves : that 

all children of the latter, born in captivity, should be 
manumitted, and brought over to the Catholic religion 
by the waters of baptism. 

St. Gregory" bestows much praise upon king Reca- 
redo for not allowing himself to be blinded by covet- 
OQsness when the Jews offered him a large sum of 
money to abrogate these laws^ which, it is said, were 
passed to hinder them from seducing their domestic 
slaves, whether male or female, from Christianity to 
oonformi^ with the Mosaic law. 

I have no doubt that they were then attempting to 
make great numbers of proselytes to their religion — a 
mischievons design which the fathers of the council 
Were anxious to prevent : at the same time> I am fully 

* The word eonmeio, in its pnmarjr sense, signifies trade or com^ 
"wre«; in its secondary, intercourse, I think the author intends to use 
itinMA, and have therefore ffiven both in the text. — Trcmslator. 

* See the Crdnica General de £Bpaaa» per Amhirosie Morales, lib. 
Zll*td. Yi. p. IS. — TrantkUor. 

* See the same work and volume, p. 31, 32, and FadiUs's Hist. 
Selentet. vol, u. I6U l^i.^-TramkUor, 
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persuaded that ike measares which they took to AeA 

the advance which Judaism was making in Spain, were 
precisely the reverse of those which they should have 
taken. The Hebrews were now numerousy and, owing 
to their wealth, powerful ; and, driven by outrage and 
persecution, committed riots and disturbances in the 

kingdom. To close the door against such evils was 
the aim of Sisebuto^ a man described to us as mag- 
nanimous, valiant in war, rigidly just in peace, al^^ ays 
compassionate, and, above all, a great zealot in the 
Christian cause, on whidi account (his greaft piety not 
allowing him to have subjects that were -not Catholics) 
he ordered all Jews who would not receive baptism 
to be banished from Spain. Many of them fled .to 
France* in order to escape giving up their law; but 
those (about thirty thousand) who remained to preserve 
their estates and dwellings, finding themselves forced 
into it by tortures and other extremely rigorous punish- 
ments, and threatened with death into the liargain, 
were baptized; continuing, however, to be Jews in 
heart; though Christians in name, as appeared by sub- 
isequent events. St Isidore, a man who had no par- 
tiality for the customs of the Israelites, excuses the 
king's zeal, which he caUs a good, a rational, and ^ 
justly directed one, but finds faidt with the means of 
which the king availed himself; for he says that the 
truth of the Christian ftith should have made its way 
to the minds of the Jews, not by force, fear, or power, 
but by means of soft and persuasive words. 

* Ambrusio Morales, vol. yi. p, 70. 71. — Translator. 
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We aie assured by good authors that king Sisebuto 
.was urged on to tliis obstinate and cruel persecution of 
the Hebrews by a letter he received from the emperor 
Heracliusj who had given himeelf up to the study of 
judicial astrology and the desire of prying into futurity 
by means of curious arts, and Lad become a great di- 
viner and very attentive to prognostics : by one of these 
he learnt that he was to be dethroned and miurdered 
by circumcised people^ and thought to prevent his 
dethronement and murder by bringing over the Jews 
that lived in his dominions to the Christian religion, 
by means fair or foul^ and not only them, but all the 
Jews dispersed throughout the globe: in which enter- 
prise he strove to engage all Jdngs who were in friend- 
-ship or alliance with him. 

There is no reason to disbeliere that this was the 
cause of the persecution of the Jews in Spain by Sise- 
butOy and, after him, by Dagobert, king of France, in 
Lis lands and seigniories ; but before the times of the 
emperor Heradius and his auguries and prognostics,'' 
Becaredo had already begun to oppress and harass 
these people, whence I conclude that this Gothic 
monanch was ratlier influenced by some reason of 
state, than led by the persuasions of others, to check 
the evils occasioned to Christianity by the excess of 
liberty enjoyed by the Hebrews who lired in his 
dominions. 

Ibis k the opiiuon dt the liistodttn ICsiinks, wlio says witii a 
neer, tiiat SSsebato would liave done weU to apply 12ie pvediotioii to 
the Moofs and SsneeiiB instead of the Jews, This writer in many 
panages of his hiatozy ridicules the aatcobgen and llieir science. 
Bae his Hiatoria Gteaeral de Espa^ lib. vi. cap. 1.— rratiafoAir. 
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A short time only elapsed ere Sisebuto discovered 
how litdd had been the success resulting from his 
measures. He saw that the calamities which had be- 
fallen his kingdoms owing to his constraining the J ews 
to turn ChristiaBSi were on the increase ; and, like a 
barbarian and ignoramus, instead of attributing them 
to his own error in the choice of means to arrest their 
progress, adopted other methods,— I will not say equally, 
bnt even more cruel than the former. He took care 
that the complaints of the Hebrews should come to his 

ears— as tlie complaints of all subjects, how grievous 
soever they be, do come to the knowledge of kings — 
tn an extenuated form. And, in concurrence with the 
bishops and nobles in the Cortes and council of Toledo, 
A.D. 683, he resolved that all who had received baptism 
should be compelled to observe the ceremonies of the 
Christian religion : that they should not be allowed to 
educate their young children, but that the latter should 
be enti'usted to the care of old ^ Christians : and, finally, 
they were from that moment forbidden, under pain of 
perpetual slavery, to have any dealings with persons 
who bad not come over to the faith. In addition to 
this, the fathers of the council threatened to excom- 
municate all who should disobey these orders ; for the 
Jews were, at this time, winning over to their side the 
minds, not only of the powerful, but of some bishops 

•*8 Good, according to Morales. The word old has no reference 
whatever to the actual age of the persons thus described. It is the 
boast of many a Spaniard that he is a Cristiann riejo, rancio y «m 
mamhat that is, an old Christian^ a rank one and without stam^ See 
the note to page \,^TraMlator* 
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priests, both by means of the friendly intercourse 
wluch was maintained by their induBtrial and com- 
mercial pursuits, as well as by their riches — keys, with 
which, in the most calamitous times, they used to lock 
the doors through which misfortunes entered. Sisebuto 
was not satisfied with issuing such strict orders as 
these ; and so for the purpose of oppressing the Hebrew 
cofwerts still more, by the tweliOi, thirteenth, and four- 
teenth Idiwsoi the lueroJuzgo, second title, [book twelfth,] 
he prohibited them from burying Christian slayes, or 
obliging any of tliose whom they then possessed to be 
circumcised or to judaize, and farther compelled them 
to manumit these in conformity with the Roman law. 

It will surely appear strange to some, that, alter so 
many persecutions, the Jews should not only persevere 
in an obstinate adherence to their creed, but commu- 
Qicate it to others, with a view to its general adoption 
in Spain. But, from what has been said, it will be 
acknowledged that these men were reduced to a depth 
of extreme oppression, and to the lowest and most 
Quserable condition, and also that they were under the 
necessity of procuring a mitigation or termination of it 
at once, or else of continuing in it, or something worse 
than it, for the remainder of their lives. They found 
their hopes nipped in the bud ; for the rigorous laws 
against the Hebrews were reviyed with additions to 
them, in the Cortes and council of Toledo, in the reign 
of king Chintila,'' a.d. 638. 

Lucas Tud&aaiB, in his Chronicmmmdit lib. S, says Chixitilawas 
pmmtitor «f maUem hmrttkorum {ihe ieourgfe and hammer oftm§tie§yf 
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King Flavio Seoemnto, too^ was desirous of apply- 
ing a remedy to the evils continually and secretly 
brought on the countries oyer which his role extended^ 
bjr Jews who wore &e cloak of Christisns ; bn€ in this 
undertaking he did not choose to strike out into a new 
pftth, and would only tread in the steps of his prede- 
cessors.*" In the Council holden at Toledo, in the year 
655> he called on the prelates to make careful provision 
for closing the ayenues to those malpractices of which 
the Jews were daily guilty, in spite of so many laws 
and penalties* They, in the mean time> knowing what 
objects of suspicion they were to the king, and taughi 
by past experience not to expect any favour from their 
opponents, addressed letters to Biecesvinto (which may 
be seen in the Fuero Juzgo)^ in which they acknow- 
ledged that they had hitherto obstinately adhered to 
Judaism, but were now become real Christians, and 
would no longer observe any of the ceremonies of their 
law, and thus give clear proof of the complete renun- 
ciation of their errors. 

Tins firank declaration [only] served to put a stop to 
the severities and cruelties practised upon the ^ews, 
and so the whole fury which the Council had directed 

and thft good Bishop evidently tliinkt that» tu aueh^ this monarch 
was entitled to some commendation. See Schott's Bi^pimm iliu9ira$a, 
vol. iv. Pi 51 1 also 9th Canon of Tdedan Council, a.d. 638, in 
Padilla'a HUt<nia BdesUiaHea de EtpcaOa, fol. 224, and'Morales, toI. yi. 
page 116. — Trofukftor, 

^ Ifozales, vol. yi. fols. 167, 168.— 2Vvm<fofor. 

«i lib. zii. tit. u. leyes 2-^11, 16—17. See alao PadiUa's Hist. 
Ecles. vol. Ul, folg. 261 and 262.— TVaiw/ator. 
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against them was Kmited to a renewal of the andent 

]»{W6, and an ojcder to .the judges to carry them out 
with thci greatest rigcHr. Bat it was all in Tain* Tbejr 

persevered in adherinisf to tlieir law and communicating 
it to others^ and the bishops, and nobles continued to 
follow the mistaken and toilsome road they had chosen 
to effect the extirpation of Judaism in Spain. 

In the Councils and Cortes holden at Toledo in the 
years 656 and 6ai, they again revived the old laws and 
%dded new ones to them. King Ejica^ in the Council 
which was also holden at Toledo in the year 693/* 
asked the prelates to devise a scheme for the seemly 
decoration of the temples^ and for maintaining the small 
churches in good repair, and for having them well 
ornamented and properly served: for his great piety 
had been dreadfully shocked at a report which reached 
his ears of the great and frequent ridicule bestowed 
upon them by the Jews^ who said^ Thet/ have taken 
QViay from tu good synagogues, and keep for themsdoes 
such temples as these ! He likewise requested that they 
might be forbidden to frequent or carry on negotiations 
at the caiabh^ a word of Greek origin^ according to 

For these councils, see Pandilla's Hiaioria eclesidstica de Espana^ 
chap. 43, 57, and 69, vol. ii., fols. 264, &c., 298, &c., 322, &c.; and 
for the last of the three see also Morales' Cronica General de E^ana, 
chap. 49, vol. vi. p. 341. — Translator, 

I apprehend that Morales is right in his conjecture. Hara^aWfiv, 
accordinji^ to Liddell and bcott, sometimes means ^Ho bring y carry 
doicn, especially to the sea'Coasty KataftaWtiv <riTm, Hdt. 7> 26, 
where others take it to lay in stores or depots.'* K this definition of 
Kara^aWtiif by the two learned lexicographers be correct, may not 
the uoun Kara^oXi'i (or catablo) signify the pori^ or place to which 
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Ambrosio Morales, which, by a species of ciroumlb'- 
cutiojij comes to signify the porL It is said that this 
step was taken with the view to excite in the minds of 
the Christians an eager desire to apply themselves to 
commerce and traffic with the maritime cities of the 
Levant, where ships, laden with merchandize brought 
from foreign kingdoms, used to anchor: these ships 
were first purchased by the Hebrews, the only or at 
any rate the principal traders of those days in Spain ; 
for the majority of the Goths, and a considerable uum^ 
ber of the Spaniards, who were now imited to them by 
the ties of consanguinity and friendship, were wholly 
occupied in involving the kingdom in civil wars, and in 
electing and dethroning kings. 

The medicines applied to the complaints boie a much 
stronger resemblance to poisons and deleterious drugs 
than to cures. The Jews were freemen in the eye of 
the. law, though treated as harshly as slaves, and not 
only as slaves, but worse than the most destructive and 
ferocious animals. The children of their slaves were 
taken from them as soon as bom, while the Christians 
kept the children of their own slaves in the same 
servitude as their parents. The Jews were prohibited 
from offering themselves candidates for public offices : 
the wings of their free trade were clipped : they had 
a religion forced upon them, which did not accord with 
the principles instilled into them in their childhood: 

goods are brought, carried down, or iii v.lach itoTBs are laid? — See 

Morales and ir'adlUa, iu places referred to in the last note. — Tram- 
iator. 
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they were forbidden to abstain from artidet of food, of 

wbichj up to that time^ their laws had not allowed them 
to partake, and to which they had long entertained 
a feeling of repugnance, as they were not accustomed 
to theuL On completing th^ seventh year, the chil- 
dren lost, if not the We, at least die kindness and fond 
caresses of their mothers: for they were taken from 
them to be educated in the Christian faith, by persons 
not attached to them by the ties of blood or friendr 
ship. What else conld they learn from spch teachers 
but contempt for and hatred of those very persons 
to whom they owed their being ^ The complaints of 
the latter were not listened to. Listened to, do I say? 
they were not even allowed to be made. In theijr 
way to obtain redress for the outrages inflicted upon 
tHem by all cla5>ses of people, mountains of difficulties 
were raised; while, in order to punish them for the 
slightest faults, crags and precipices, down which to 
hurl them with greater facility, presented themselves 
to the eyes of the judges. They lived without hopes 
of deriving any benefit from existing laws, and in con- 
staat dread of future ones still more severe ; for all laws 
were framed with the design to make their condition 
worse and still more and mpre miserable. The act of 
speaking to a person not reputed to be a true Christian 
entailed upon them the loss of liberty and perpetu£|.l 
bondage. Their wives, their children, and their estates 
were exposed to the cupidity and hatred of their per- 
secato^rs. Laws favourable to them were forgptten 
when they were put on their trial, and unfavourably 
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ones were interpreted in a senae still move mifaTDurabki 

to them. Wkithersoever they turned their eyes, they 
only met with enemies* Miscreants^ unawed by fear PK 
shame, robbed them at their pleasure ; for who was to 
succour thein in their perils, when the magistrate^ 
denied justice to their suits ? In this manner did they 
live, incapacitated from attending to the honest care of 
their estates and their housesi their children and their 
wives. These were in continual, fear for the lives and 
liberties of their husbands, who, as well as they, 
passed the best days of their life without seeing their 
children, in the greatest bitterness, and in expectation 
of still greater affliction in store for the days of their 
old age, without Oie warm affection and protection of 
their sons : in defiance of law, they were daily insulted 
and aggrieved^ and, while they found none to redress 
their wrongs, were unable to reyenge them with their 
own hands : they were persecuted b^ lungs, bishops, 
and nobles^ as well as plebeians t they experienced the 
same hardships as slaves, or even worse : they suffered 
the whole weight of adversity, while they looked not 
for the blessings of prosperity: they foimd no ears 
open to their complaints, no countenance given to thei^ 
speculations, no consolation in their troubles/ no repa* 
ration or compensation for their losses: lastly, they 
were, always, and in all places, and by all classes 
of people, oppressed, despised, hated, and even reviled. 

In order to shake off their necks the intolerable 
yoke under which they were groaningi the Jews made 
a plot to murder king Ejica, and all the nobles and 
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prelates opposed to thenttelves^ and make diemsclTes 

mafiters of the Spanish territones : an enterprise which 
tbey intended to execute with the help of their brethren 
that were settled in the Aiiieaft cities. In spite of the 
precautions they took to prevent the disco very* of their 
secret before the time for action was ripe^ the traps 
they were laying for the destruction of the king be- 
came known to him : and in the sereateenth council of 
Toledo, the last bolden in tjiat city, he acquainted the 
prelates and nobles of the realm^ who were assem-. 
bled in parliamenty with this so aerioos and important 
a matter^ and at the same time declared what he* 
had discovered by dear proofs and the confession of 
some of the conspirators t it Miottnted to this— that the 

Spanish Jews had carried on a correspondence with! 
their brethren of Africa, with the view to eoncert mea-* 
sores for rising against the Christiaas and destroying 
them.*' 

The minds of the Utter were not mndi terror* 
stricken by die account of such machinations : on the 
contrary^ they resolved that all Jews implicated in soy 
atrocknis an act of treason should incur the penalty 

of perpetual bondage ; which was to affect them^ their 
wiyes^ and ohiJdrenf . together with confiscatbn of pro^ 
perty and dispersion throughout the kingdom, a barrier 
of intervening land separating one party of them from 
another, by which means they would be left in so low 
and miserable a condition as to be disabled from doing 
any hurt either to the king or to the Christians.*^ 

^ Fadilla*sHMf.£c;.d^£qNif(a, vol.ii. fols. 328 & 330.— 

d2 * 
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Great were the acts of violence and cruelty practised 
upon the Jews by those whose duty it was to discharge 
anch rigorouB orders. These men proceeded according 
to their own free will, and brought in whomsoever they 
would accomplices in this treasonable plot : they con- 
fiscated property without listening to any pleas whidi 
the accused might put forward in their defence, and, 
in short, allowed all their steps to be goided, if not 
by hatred to the Hebrews, by the desiie of possess* 
iug their goods. 

' Some think that these perseontions of the Jews were 
mitigated in the reign of Witiza, a monarch pour tray ed 
to US by the historaans of his day as a model of virtue, 
and by those nearest to ours as a monster of iniquity 
in all its forms. I neither intend to extol nor blacken 
this king's memory. Intemperate vituperations of it 
are to be met with in our historians: there is also 
a very good defence of his acts in a little work by 
a fine writer {The Glory of Spam, Don Gregorio 
Mayans y Siscar), which is highly prized by the learn- 
ed^ and bears this title, Defenee of King Witiza.*^ 

Archbishop Roderic, in bis Latin history of Spanish 
affairs, says that this monarch '^having violated the 
rights of the Churches, raised the Jews to their former 

*6 Kodcricus Saiictius (Hi3t. Hisp. pars ii, cap. xxxv,)t Alfonsus 
a Carthagena (Rc^nan Hispan, Awicephalceosis, cap. xlii."), Lucius 
Marineus Siculuii Reims Hispanic, lib. vi.), Francisciis Tarapha 
(De Jiebus Uiipania, anno 698,) and Joannes Vasaeus {Bispanim 
Chronicon, p. 574), give this king a very bad character. I have not 
liad an upporl^uuity of consulting the work by Mayans y Siacar.^ 
TramUUor, 
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conditioBy and honoured them with privii^es of greater 
immunity than he granted to the Churches."*' Ambrosio 
Morales says the same thing, and so do Juan Mariana 
and other equally grave authors who have written 
histories of Spain. Not a word about the protection 
given to the Jews by king Witiza is to be found in 
the works of any Gothie writer. Isidore, Bishop of 
Badajozj and therefore called £1 Pacense,^ while laud^ 
ing the virtues and notable acts of this monarch, says, 

that after the death of his father Ejica, he had no 
sooner begun to reign with unshackled power over the 
inhabitants of Spain, &an he published a general am- 
nesty of the offences of which several nobles had been 
accused in the preceding reign, and after restoring 
them their property which had been unjustly con- 
^seated, he not only gave them permission to return 
to the Peninsula, but also to reside at his court, and 
even in his palace, and to be about lih person. 

The first writer who spread the report of king 
Witiza's giving orders for the return of the absent and 
persecuted Jews to Spain, was Don Lucas, Bishop of 
Tuy; he composed a Chronicle in the year 128^, in 
the execution of which he did not adopt the opinioii of 
any Gothic author, but took hold, no doubt, of the 
popular fiibles or fixe false accounts of Arabic writers, 

^ Boderions Toletaniu^ De rOw HUpai^p lib. in. cap. xvi. See 
Ifoialef,. Cor&niea Omeral d9 Espam^ lib. zii. cap. btv. sect. S i 
Marumai Biikria general 4e Bigpana, lib. vi. cap. idx^^Tramhior, 

« lir. Povd, speaking of Badajoz, says, "The same wasoomtpted 
by IbB Moon tcom Ptm Auj/Mh" See Munay'B Handbook of Spain, 
vol. i. p. 62lf ed. ISiB^'^TrmttkOar. 
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and employed them for his pole-star on his road^ and 
thus caused ArchbiBhop Boderic and Don Alonao the 
learned Ton the credit of his authority) to palm off the 
«ame fiction in their narratives o£ the eyents that had 
occnired in the Feninrah, up to the times in wfaiek 
they lived.** 

It is an undoubted fact that the Spanish Jews, during 
the long reign of Witiaa, were kept in the most in- 
tolerable captiTity, and did not advance a single step 
in their design to put an end to the rigorous oppressioa 
and state of misery, to which they had been reduced by 
former monarchs. Howereri a short time only elapsed 
ere their hopes were raised in Ae quarter where they 
bad been so long buried. King Roderic, by usurping 
the throne in violation of the rights of Witiaa*s chiidreiiy 
w ithout having been called to it by the people, and, in 
violation of reason, law^ and justice^ receiving the royal 
investiture solely from the Senate, caused the kingdom 
to be divided into two factions; and then the Jews 
beheld the opportunity draw near for bursting open ibe 
gates through which they were to escape from the bitter 
captivity in which they were living. 

These party dissensions were so many eparks which 
served to inflame the minds of these men and encourage 
Aem with euch hopes oi liberty and vengeance, that 
they began to devise a plan for exterminating their 

Lucas of Tuy is better known by the name Lucas Tudensis : 
his CbroDiele is published in the fborth volume of Schott's Hiapania 
Jtbutraia, For Witiza's character as given by the Bishop of Tay, 
see lib. adi« of his ctikimwAMi mNfi^^ 
Drantlaicr, 
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Oppressors by fire and sword. As a river, when stopped 
for a time by flood-gates to prevent its inundating the 
tDonntry, returns and rnslies against them with redoubled 
force, bursts them and spreads itself over the fields with 
Sii^creased violence^ and commits greater hayoe and de- 

Btniction ; so the oppressed Hebrews, after so often 
laiscarrying in their attempts to break their chains^ did 
at hst find means to aTenge themselves on their enemies, 
and did clearly prove to kings and individuals entrusted 
with the government of large states, that there are dis« 
eases which usually require mild remedies, and that, 
oftentimes, violent cures and cruel operations only give 
a sudden check to the progress of the malady, and even 
then for but a space of time of more or less brief du^ 
ration, and serve not to prevent them from attacking 
the body again more dreadfully than before, and bring- 
upon it pains more acute, more distressing, more 

dangerous, and even death itself. 

When governors imagine that, to gain their point, 
everything, how contrary soever to order, law, and cus> 
torn, is fair, and carry their decrees at the point of the 
sword; the people, overruled by necessity, yield to the 
fixrce of arms, while they ever retain in their hearts 
die desif ^ to shake off the yoke and avenge their cap- 
tivity. This fire, though latent, needs but a breath of 
air to £uaL it into a flame ; and so, in their outbreaks or 
rebellionB, t>articularly when they have been oppressed 
without cause, the people follow the worst examples, 
Itendes * availing themselrea of the most •wicked, the 
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most darings the moBt bloody, and the most ferocioiis 
means. 

I do not mean to say that the Jews who conspired 
against the lives of the kings and the state to whidi 

thev were in subjection, should have been allowed to 
escape with impunity j but there are times when, if 
lenity cannot be adopted, at least Che extreme of se« 
verity should be avoided. It is not in fair weather that 
the dexterity of pilots is discovered, but when the yessel 
is tossed by the fury of the billows, at one moment lifted 
np to the clouds, at another pitched down into the 
depths of the sea and in danger of being dashed to 

pieces against the rocks. It is a maxim of great poli- 
ticians that the monarch who is the object of universal 
dread, is compelled, for the preserration of his life and 
throne, to be in fear of all. 

Up to the present time the minority of historians, in 
treating of the loss of Spain, have attributed it to Count 
Julian's vengeance on king fioderic for an illicit amour 
with his daughter, when the Count incited the Arabs 
to the conquest of the Peninsula, and exerted in their 
behalf all the interest he had through bis relatives, 
his kindred, his friends, and his partisans. Others 
attribute it to the Divine wrath, which was moved by 
Boderic having broken the doors of an enchanted cave 

near Toledo, on one o^ the banks of the deep-flowing 
Tagus. But both these events are Petitions, resting, as 
they do, on no other foundation than the small talk and 
fabulous accounts of the vulgar, and the popular ballads 
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and romances inTented by Moors and Christians to 
while away their leisure hoiirs.^ 

It is positively certain that the sons of Witiza and 
other noUes> disgusted at Boderic's usurpation of the 
Gothic throne, at His cruel government, and the wicked- 
ness of his hfe^ went to Africa for the purpose of 
earnestly soliciting Musa to send Arab troops into 
Spain. This daring and renowned warrior listened to 
their statements, but before he engaged his word and 
his people in this enterprise, he began to make secret 
enquiries through the medium of the Jews settled in 
Africa, who carried on a constant correspondence with 
their Spanish brethren* The latter answered that Spain 
was destitute of strength and vigotur, the kingdom was 
divided into factions, the castles were dismantled, many 
aoUes were disgusted with the tyrannical yoke of their 
monarcli who was given up to vice, the plebeians were 
oppressed with misery, the treasury was exhausted by 
reason of the supplies it had been compelled to furnish 
for so many long civil wars, the sea was without vessels, 
the land without troops, and, finally, that there was 
a want of the two principal nerves which keep the 
bodies of states together, that is to say, agriculture 
tad commerce. The Jews likewise offered to render 
all the assistance in their power towards the capture 
of Spain, provided that, after its conquest, permission 
were granted to them, their vrives, and children, to hve 

^ I find the same opinion expressed in a note to the eighth chapter 
of Conde'fl Mittoria de la tknmmeion de loa Araie$ en E^Mitia.^IV«m»^ 
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according to the law of Moses^ and the Arabs not 
allowed to molest or afflict them with pqiniBhlnents 

or other severities. 

This answer hred the mind of Muza and encouraged 
liim to try and obtain so easy a prise ; and so, haTing 
the Caliph's permission^ he ordered the chieftain Taric 
to land with some picked cavalrj on the opposite coastt 
of Andalusia. He passed the straits of Hercules with 
five hundred Arab cavalry in four large barques^ and 
made a successfol descent npon the Spanish shores. 
The Moslems made incursions and carried off some 
cattle and people^ while no one went out to encount^ 
them. With this prize and good fortune Taric returned 
to Tangier, where he was well received. Muza then 
raised a powerful army and placed it nnder the com^ 
mand of the same chieftain. These troops passed the 
strait, and jumped on shore at the place where Alge- 
dras is now situated. The Spaniards made an in- 
effectual attempt to hem them in and defend the pass 
against them, and after some slight skirmishes, lock to 
flight. Taric commanded his ships to be burht, in oi'der 
to deprive his army of any certain means of escape from 
death, in the event of its eicperiencing a reverse of for- 
tune ; an action ^vhich was imitated nine centuries later 
at the conquest of .New Spain by Hernan Cort^, and 
which has been so highly eulogized by the historians of 
that enterprise. 

The Spanish chieftain who made face against the 
Arabs was named Tadmir : he it was who wrote to 
inform the king of the arrival of the people firom 
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UiKft, and mftdc nieiitioii of hit own oxcftidns to 

Damtain the pass against thenii wheu lie was unex- 
pectedly attacked and obliged to yield to auperior num- 
bers: he added that the enemy was encamped in the 
soontry and beginmng to make incnnions; that the 
long must send to his relief all the men he conid 
muter; and^ in conclusions that such was the neces- 
ihy and strait he was in, that, unless the king himself 
dook the £eld with all the forces of his realm^ its loss 
VIS inevitable. 

fioderic was alarmed at tlie news, and assembling his 
oottncil^ and the principal gentlemen that resided at his 
O0«rty and hk personal attendants, harangned them 
dms: A horde of African savages have invaded our 
kttritorieSy laid waste tlie eomitry, carried off cattle, 

and taken many into captivity : all who offered rcsist- 
iBse to them have been scattered with the same rapidity 
duit an eagle scares away a flight of pigeons. Make 
rsady your arms and horses ; hands on your swords ; 
offlo Arab campi down with their squadrons; 
make a terrible and frightful slaughter of them. And 
if fMTtone look upon oar enemies with smiling and 
dwerftd eountenance^ and snatch away from us the 
laurels of victory, at least we shall be slaying them 
wUle we die ourselves. - Te are the descendants of 
those Goths who were the terror of Home: ye are 
tke descendants of those Goths who were the dread 
and the admiration of the world: in a word, ye are 
the flower and glory of Spain. OUj on I let not your 
delay allow their Qod time to come and help them: 



« 
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our God hath put weapons into our hands and courage 
into our hearts. Freemen are we> and freemen will we 
be, though the Arabs threaten us with chains ; for our 
courage will wrest these from their hands for us soon 
to &sten them on their own untamed necks. But if | 

fortune overset our designs, then let the world behold 
our corpses rather than see us enslaved to the Arabs ; 
and ere we are killed or yanquished, let us giye them 
additional proofs of the valour we inherit^ the courage 
we possess^ and the powerful resistance we can make." 

Boderie raised an army of ninety thousand men and 
arrived with them at the plains of Xerez, All the 
nobility of his kingdom had received a summons to take 
part in this expedition. Some went armed with coats I 
of mail and quilted imderwaistcoats ; some only with > 
lances, shields, and swords ; some with bows, arrows, • 
and slings ; some with axes, clubs, and mowing scythes. . 
The Arab chiefbins collected their cavalry, which was, ' 
at the time, disbanded and employed in making incur- I 
sions. When his squadrons were drawn up, Taric made i 
them a speech to the following effect: Moslems^ see 
ye that powerful army, under the feet of which the 
earth trembles and quakes, and hear ye how it makes i 
the air resound with the clashing of arms, the noise of I 
drums and trumpets, and with what shouts it animates 
itself for the combat? Do ye observe how far superior 
in numbers it is to our own? Well then, turn your 
eyes in the other direction, and what do ye behold? 
a sea which will cut off your retreat, if fortune should 
deal hardly with us, and bring upon us an unhappy 
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reverse. To this quarter, then, let us not look for 
refbge or shelter, but death ; and were it death alone, 
that is a thing which ye are accustomed to look at with 
£rxaness of foot and serenity of countenance: but in- 
fiimy as well as death await us. Turn your eyes the 
other way. If ye fall by the hands of that army, ye 
will die an honourable and glorious death. If ye dis- 
perse it, those lands and all the riches ye find upon 
them will be your own. God and our intrepidity can 
alone save us. Bemember your past Tictories, by which 
ye (lid honour to our country and your own name. Do 
not by disgraceful and inconsiderate fear forfeit that 
' which hath cost you so much fatigue, nor give our 
enemies occasion to doubt the fact of our being those 
Moslems so famed in the world for their courage and 
firmness in battle — those Moslems to whom so many 
a yaliant nation, hath bent the neck in order to receiye 
chains imposed by our hands." 

The morning had no sooner appeared than the two 
armies engaged with the iury of enemies, and during 
die whole of that day the victory remained doubtful. 
The shades of night parted the combatants^ and put 
a stop to the bloody carnage. When the rays of the 
sun shot forth, they engaged again with like success : 
fortune was neither favourable nor unfavourable to 
either party. On the third day of the fearful en- 
counter, Taric seeing that the spirits of the Moslem 
troops began to decline, stood up in his stirrups, and, 
eBconraging his horse^ raised his voice and said : Brave 
Moslems, ever victorious, never vanquished; what blind 
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madness inspires you to give up the field and tha - no-* 

tory to this Gotliic enemy ? Where is your intrepidity ? 
Where are your past victoriea? Where is your con- 
stancy? Follow me, tbeu. Our honour is in the power 
of that army. Let us wrest it out of their hands, and 
let all who compose it, fall by ours. It is not meet 
that any one should erer haye cause to tell the world 
that vile fear had more influence on your hearts than I 
the memory of the heroic exploits achieved by your 
ancestorSj^ and the deeds which have made us so famous 
and so terriUei so respected and so powerful/' And, 
giving reins to his spirited horse^ he dashed inio the 
midst of the Gothic army, trampling down and wound- 
ing all who vainly attempted to arrest his progress. 

The Moslems attacked the enemy, who considered 
the victory as all but won^ with like spirit. Both sides ^ 
fought with unexampled fury, foot to foot : they also ' 
wounded and slew each other with pikes and swords. 
The cavalry, aa the ground was level, hurled their 
lances at random, rushing into the midst of the enemies'- 
ranks and retreating from them at half speed; and 
though both they and their horses were covered with 
wounds, this did not prevent them from fighting like 
valiant warriors. When the struggle was moat obsti- 
nate, the in&ntry showed redoubled courage ; though 
wounded over and over again, they did not care to 
bind up their wounds, — in fact they could not stop to 
do so, as the valor of the enemy gave them no other 
alternative than to £ght or die. At this time Tario 
came up with the war-chariot in which Boderic was 
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ridings boldly attacked him and pierced the king's 

breast through with a dart of his lance. The unfor- 
tunate king fell down deadj* and Taric cut off hia head 
and eent it to Musa, to give him a proof of the suc- 
cess which had attended his arms. On the death of the 
king and many of the great men of the Gothic nobility^ 
the survivorB began to slacken the fight and retreat. 
The Moslems followed up their advantage on horse- 
back; for when they had once obtained the victor 
their wounds gave them no more pain^ nor did hunger 
and thirst fatigue them* nor did they appear to have 
undergone any hardships or troubles. 

The valor and spirit of the Gothic troops became 
known by the &ct that nearly all of them covered with 
their dead bodies the posU ihey had defended while 
living : and the dying exhibited their wonted look of 
ferocity. The Arabs did not obtain this victory with- 
out loss ; for the most courageous of them either fell 
or were very severely wounded in the battle. AU 

over the field lunicntalion was variously mixed with jo}'', 

pleasure with pain. The air resounded with the music 
of the drums and trumpets which proclaimed the suc- 
cess of Taric's arm^, and with these were mingled the 
cries of the wounded and dying. They who went to 
strip the corpses and seize the stores^ ammunition ^ and 
the rest of the booty, found by the side of an enemy's 
corpse that of a relation* brother* or parent — ^in short* 
that of the person who was most loved or most hated by 
him. This frightful encounter took place in the year 711. 
Such of the GotMc nobility as had found means to 
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escape with their liyes, withdrew to the principal cities 

and commenced putting them into such a posture of 
defence as the furious actiyity of the enemy in pouring 
its warlike hosts into all parts of Spain would allow. 
The Arab army was but small in comparison with the 
ardtioosness of the enterprise ; but after so important 
a yictory, nothing could check the rapidity with which 
it followed up its conquests* The news of the disast 
trotts rout of the Gothic army on the banks of the 
Guadalete travelled before their enemies, carrying with 
it terror to the natives and pourtraying the fierceness 
and power of the Arabs in the most yivid colours 
which consternation at so serious and gnevous a calamity 
could invent ; for misfortunes are usually more terrible 
in imagination than in reality.** 

The Spanish Jews now saw that the time to break 
their chains was drawing nigh, and began to recover 
their breath, just as persons do who travel with a lieavy 
weight on their shoulders^ and who, when they have 
laid down their burden, think no more of their past 
labours nor of their present rest from them, and only 
derive satisfaction from the pleasure that arises from 
their hearts respiring with perfect freedom. 

Into each of the large cities that Xaric won, whether 
by fire and sword or by capitulations that were honour* j 
able and advantageous to the vanquished, he placed a 

^ Fosr this and the eight precediiig panigzaphs, see Ooiide'sffliiv- 
foria de la dommaeian de ht 4rabe$ m Etpana, oq^« 8, 9, and IQ; 
It seems singular that, In them, Oonde slioul^ pot ma|ce m^i^tloiKif 
|ihe Jews. — l^analaior^ 
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garrison of Arabs^ ia whose charge he left them, while 
he relied far their main eecurity on the multitude of 
Jews^ into whose hands he had placed arms, in order 
to obtain aasistanee from them in this expedition for 

the reduction of the Spanish peninsula, and at the 
same time to help them to escape from their cap* 
tivity and destroy those who had, for so many years, 
oppressed the descendants of the ancient Jewish 
nation. 

With these and with a small part of his army he 
defended the cities of Senile^ C6rdoya« Toledo, and 
others :** Granada was entrusted to the Jews alone, and 
iot this reason it came to be known, at the commence- 
ment of the Arab dominion in Spain, by the name of 
Jews' Town.'* 

I think the smallness of the number of Christians 

who sided with the Moslems when Spain was lost, is 

^ Archbishop Roderic, speaking in his history of Taric, says* 
"Ipse autem raptam. Ilispalini de Judaiis ct Arabibus popiilavit," 
And in another piece, Judajos autem qui inibi morabantur cum suis 
Arabibus ad populatiouem et custodiam Cordubee dimiscrunt." And 
further on, ** Taric autem ex Arabibus quos secum duxerat et Judaiis 
quos Toleti invenerat, munlvit Toletum." And elscwher^i **Excr- 
dtus autem qui Malacam rrerat, coBpit earn, et CbxiBtlam qui inibi 
habitabant, ad montittiii aidua confagenint. Alius excrcitus Grana« 
tam diutius impugnatam Tictoria sinili occupavit, et Judseis ibidem 
moiantibuB et Arabibus stabilivit." The first, third, and fourth 
quotations are from lib. iii, cap. 23, tke second is £rom cap. 22 of the 
same book. — TramkUor* 

In the history ascribed to Basis the Moor, we find these words, 
**!nie other is tiie castle of Granada, called Jews' Town: 'tis the 
most ancient town in the district of Elibera, and was peopled by the 
Jews.' ' [For accounts of the inyasion of the Peninsula by the Arabs, 
I would re£er tbe classical reader to tlie worlcs of Kodericus Sanctins, 

E 
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clearly shown by the fact that there were not enough 
of them to fortify the populous cities, uillesB it be said 
that the Arabs> seeing that the friendship of the Goths 
was based on party spirit and ambition (very weak 
foundations^ which are wont to give way unexpectedly 
with the buildings that rest upon them), were unwilling 
to commit the keeping of their conquests to the hands 
of such good-for-nothiiig rascals as scrupled not at 8ur- 
rendering their own power in Spain, and sacrificing the 
liberty of their countrymen, merely to gratify their 
desire of revenge. Nevertheless, it is most rational to 
suppose that the Christians who incited and encouraged 
the Arabs to this contest were but few in number, and 
that these few pointed out the way to master the forces 
of those who attempted to dispute the passage of the 
Arab army. 

The Jews^ on the other hand, were numerous^ and 

all of them well affected to the conquerors for two 
reasons: first, because the latter had accepted the in- 
vitation sent them to accomplish the capture and re^ 
duction of the Spanish peninsula ; and secondly, because 
it was owing to the assistance of the Arabs that they 
had freed themselves from the oppression in which they 
had lived so unhappily and so miserably for so long a 
period. 

These were the fruits wliick tiie Goths reaped of the 

Bodenous ToletantiBt Lucius Marineus Biculus, Alphonsus k Cartha* 
gcna, Joannea Vas^piis, and others : they will be found in a Yolume 
published at Frankfort in 167% eutituled Remm Hutpanieanm Serip^ 
ioret* — TroMkiiUjri 
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horribly istnel peraecutions they had raised against the 

Jews, without reflecting that injuries must call down 
the vengeance of the injured parties, and that men are 
more easily led by reason and conviction than force; 
for no one finds any difficulty iu travelling on a road 
strewed with flowers, while all men shrink form clamber- 
ing up rugged monntains covered with thorns and 
caltrops, and surrounded with crags and precipices* 
It is certain that things may happen which it is diffi- 
cult to believe. It is to this class, therefore, that we 
must refer the extremely bold determination of the op- 
pressed Hebrews to shake off their shonldets the yoke 
which galled them, and recover their liberty for ever. 
Bat in serious undertakings men ought to calculate^ 
ere they engage in them, the amount of evil or danger 
which is likely to ensue from them. And though 
human foresight cannot always point out the effect of 
causes, it cannot be doubted that the manner in which 
they are directed has much to do with their turning 
out well or ill. 

By their rash and fierce persecution of the Hebrews, 
the Groths acted like a horse that is frightened in a 
storm by the flashes of lightning discharged from the 
clouds, and wildly scampers away for safety, without 
seeing whither he is going until he is compelled by 
his very speed to dash into a deep-flowing river/* which 

^ I have seen the beds of rivers in Spain completely dried up in 
summer, so that the epithet •* deep -flowing," used in the text, is by 
no means superfluous. The diligence from Midaga to Granada, 
owing to the narrowness of the streets in the former town, cannot get 
oul uf it except by the usually di*y bed of the river, — Translator, 
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happens at the time to be swollen by continual rains, 
and has become much more rapid than usual^ and is 

about to lose its waters with its name in the sea. Not 
considenng the results of things is the same as attempting 

to fly from an uncertain danger, not to a greater one, 
but to one beyond the reach of hiunan skill or remedies, 
in which case we must leare to time the cure of the 
damage it may occasion. 
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STnCMAItT OF BOOK THE SECOND. 

Rabbinical Academy of C6rdova foundod. — First men v^-ho adorn 
it.— Decree of Ferdinand the First in the Cortes cuid Council of 
Coyanza (now called Valencia^ de Don Juan). — Notice of some 
learned Rabbins. — Conquest of Seville by St. Ferdinand.— Jc-wTy 
in this city.— Laws of Don Alfonso - the learned against the Jews. 
— Protection granted them by king Pedro.— They found a new 
synagogue at Toledo. — Complaints of Rabi Don Santo. — Ordi- 
nances of King Henry the Second. — Trap laid by the Jews for Don 
Juzaf Pichon. — Preachings of the Archdeacon of Ecija. — Popular 
insurrection against the llebre\\s.— Sacking and burning of the 
Jewries at Seville, Valencia, and other cities. — Conversion of nu- 
merous Jews to ChiiBtiamty.— Famous dispute at Tortosa between 
many of the most learned Spanish Jews and Jer6nuno de Santa 
Fe, in presence of the Antipope, Pedro de Lima (Benedict the 
thirteenth). — Nearly all who went to hear the dispute were bap- 
tized. — ^Bull of Pedro de Luna against the imcoiiv«rted Jeiro,— 
Aggeaement made upon the Jews in the year 1474« 



BOOK THE SECOND. 

• How far do they wander from tiie truth who think 
that force is the only means of bringing to the true 

failk all those who are either ignorant of it, or, to their 

* As there are several towns in Spain called Yalencia, it may, per- 
haps, be as well to state that the one mentioned in the text is in the 
province of Leon. — Translator. 

' Someti^ies called iUoaso. — Translator, 
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own injury, disregard it! Of this they may find ex- 
amples 88 they go through the chequered narratiTe of 

this history ; lirst, from the bitter fruits which the 
Gothic m^narchs reaped of the cruel persecutions they 
inflicted upon the Jews, in order to impress the trutih 
of the Christian religion upon the minds of the latter ; 
and secondly^ from the number of Hebrews who for«> 
sook the law of Moses when they met with no per-* 
secutions from the kings of Spain, when they enjoyed 
the blessings of free commerce, when they lived in the 
quiet of domestic life, and wheu they could, with per- 
fect tranqniOity of mind, leisurely apply themselves to 
the study of literature. 

The Arab conquerors of Spain, indebted as they 
were to the highly friTOurable reception they met with 
at the hands of the Jews, while they were engaged in 
the conquest of these lands, as soon as they had re- 
duced them to obedience and had begun to reap the 
fruits of peace, kept the small remnant of th.e Goths, 
out of pure spite, shut up in a comer of the Peninsula, 
while they allowed the Hebrews full liberty to live 
according to the Mosaic law : and thus the latter laid 
the foundations of numerous synagogues in the larger 
and more considerable towns. 

The barbarous persecutions raised against the Jews 
in the East by the Caliph Cader, of the dynasty of the 
Fatimites, forced many of them to seek in Spain the 
tennination of their misfortunes. And as the Hebrews 
who lived in the East were men of much learning, 
it resulted that the greater part of the new comers to 
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these lands began to adorn them with their writings 
and to found academies, in order, to difiuse among the 
people their own remarkable knowledge in every branch 
of art and science. The firsts and undoubtedly the 
most celebrated of these academies was established in 
the year of the world, 4708/ and of the Christian era 
9i8» at Cordova: its founders and first masters were 
Kabbi Moseh and his sou Itabbi Hanoc, the most 
eminent of the sages who came £:om Fombedit& and 
Mehasia in Persia. Induced thereto by the fame of 
these men's learning, the Spanish Jews commenced 
sending their sons to be instructed at the academy 
there : the consequence of whifch was that, in course of 
time, there was a large number of Hebrews in the 
Feninsula, learned in every branch of science. 

Babbi Izchaq Bar Baruq, a Cordovese, who suc- 
ceeded Moseh in the presidency of the academy of his 
country^ wrote a work entituled Omeia de Mereaderes, 
(Mercers' drawer)^ The Barcelonese Jehudah Ben 
Levi Barzili, an eminent lawyer, composed an Orck' 
namiento de los contraios (law of contracts) and other 
books* Selomoh Ben Gabirol, a native of Malaga, and 
resident of Zaragoza, wrote several poetical works, and 
some on moral philosophy. In those times the follow- 
ing persons were also in high repute : Abraham Ben 

s According to the most generally received eyBtem of chronology, 
tbe Gxeatioa of the world took place 4004 years before the Ohiistiaa 
era : the Spanish Jews, irhom the author has followed, place the 
date of that event S44 yens later. Grfoieaa del Bey Don Pedro, Sse. 
per Lopes de Ayala, patdm^^TtimdiUor. 
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Mija Hanasi^ a great astronomer, Kabbi Izchaq, a noted 
physidaii and author of a curious book on feyers, and 
Moseh Aben Hezra Ben Izchaq, a celebrated poet and 
musician. And while the Arabs left all the numerous 
Jews who lived in their dominions at full liberty to 
observe the law of Moses, the kings of Castile, in those 
days, saw the necessity of allowing this people to dwell 
undisturbed in their lands and seigniories; though it 
was a source of constant annoyance to them, aa they , 
had not yet become tutored by experience of the ihiils 
wliicli tlie Gothic monarchs reaped of their cruel per- 
secutions. Hence it was that, in the Cortes and Council 
of Coyanza (now called Valencia de don Juan), con- 
voked by the order of Ferdinand the First, king of 
Castile and Leon» an ordinance was passed by the 
Bishops and nobles in the year 1050, that no Chris- 
tian should live in the same house or eat in company 
with Jews; and it threatened all who should disobey 
this injunction with the penalty of performing open 
penance &r the space of seven days/ and in case of 
a repetition of the offence they were to be punished 
with excommunication for the period of a year, if i 
nobles, and with a hundred lashes, if plebeians. Whence 
it appears that the hatred of kings, bishops, and nobles 
was not yet extinct, and that the permission given to 
the Jews to live according to their ancient law, sprang 

* See Colcccion de Cortes de los reinos de JjQon. y de Oastilla por 
la Academia Espafiola, 6th canon of the Council of Coyanza : the 
canons are in S])anish and Latin i the Unrmia y&OBian. flays nuM^ tiie 
latter seven days. — Tramlator, 
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kom the weU-grouided suspicion and &ar of their 
migradng witib their possessions 'and riches to the 

neighbouring lands of the infidels^ and thereby di- 
minishing the population and revenues in the territories 
of the Christians, to the great injury of all. 

But there were not wanting in those times iilua- 
trious JewS) who received baptism from conviction. 
One of these was Eabbi Moseh/ born in the city of 
HuescSy in the year 106£^ who, when 44 years old» 
was baptised in the church of his native place, and 
received the names of Pedro Alfonso : he was named 
Pedro, because the ceremony was performed on the 

day that the Church celebrates the marlyrdom of the 

.Apostle St* Peter i and Alfonso, because Don Alfonso, 
the sixth of Leon and the first of Castile, was his god- 
fiEither. 

Several Jews of the Cordovese academy con- 
tinued to enlighten Spain with their works on every 
descriptLou of science ; as for example, Abraham Aben 
Hezra, a philosopher, astronomer, physician, poet, 
grammarian, cabalist, the most learned of his persua- 
sion in the interpretation of the sacred books, and, 
finally^ the inventor of ihe method of dividing the 
celestial globe into two equal parts, by means of the 
equator : Jehudah Levi Ben Saul, a fine poet of Cor- 
.dova, and many others, whose names and works are 
^ven in the first volume of the Biblioteca JEspanola,^ 

5 See Oaribay's Compendio Hlgttnia], toL u. p. 65, colunm 2nd* 
Barcelona edition of 162S.— TVwufti^. 

* This is an exceedingly interesting book, and, I should think, 
particulaily useful to the Hebrew scholar.— Translator^ 
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(Spanish library), got np by Don J096 Bodriguez de 
Castro, to which volume we refer those readers who 
are anxious to obtain further literary notices of the 

Spanish llabbins of those days. 

Out of respect for the learning of the Spanish He- 
brews, Alfonso the Eighth, sirnamcd the Good, granted 
them, in the charter of Guenca^ the rights (such as they 
were in those days) of citizenship, and placed them on 
perfect eq^uality with the Christians. From the pro- 
tection given to the Jews by this monarch arose the 
indecent and lying story respecting his amours Tnth 
one Kachel, a beautifal Hebrew woman, which amours 
were the scandal of Spain J But although the learned 
king, Alfonso the Tenth, has, in his general chronicle 
of Spaiuj printed these with other popular fictions that 
disfigure a work of so elevated a style and of such great 
merits they are^ for all that^ fabrica|;ions forged by the 
common people. 

St. Ferdinand followed the example of his predeces- 
sor* in the throne of Castile, and did in no wise oppress 
the Hebrews; and when he had made himself master 
of the principal cities of Andalusia, he allowed the 
Babbins who held their academy at Cordova to trans- 
fer it to Toledo, because this city is in the heart of 

' See Cr6nica del Rey Don AUbnso Vin. por Cerdk y Rico, cap. 
Kzui* p. S7-69 ; also work ^vith same title, by Garcia de AveUaneda, 
cap. XVI. ; elao Analea de SeviUa por Diego Ortiz de ZCuiga, p« 87i 
Snd colttnm.— 'ZVofifAitfor, 

• Not tawMffiate predeeeiaor : many sorerelgiiB mtemsned between 
Aknuo or Alfonso the Eigibtli and St, Ferdmand*— TVmifliilor, 
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Spain> and because the knowledge of those learned men 

who were the ornaments of those schools could, from 
tbis latter place, be diffused all oyer his realms vith 
greater facility. 

When this pious king reduced the city of Seville to 
subjection, the Jews> who had syni^fogues in it, went 
out to receive him, and, as a proof of submission and 
respect, put into his hands a silver key, with spaces in 
it alternately plain and gilt, with a Hebrew inscription . 
upon it, of which the foUo«ring are the words : 

IKE Ki^O OF KINGS SHALL OPEN: THE KIKG OF ALL 
THE SABTH SHALL SKTBB** 

St. Ferdinand left the Jews in possession of the great 
^ewry whipb they bad in the ci^ of Seville, on con- 

^ A dra\vdng of this Icey may be seen in the AnaU* de Sevilla by 
Bon Diego 0rti2 de ZMiga, Madrid, .lp77« The author omits to 
state that the words 

GOD SHALL OPEN — KING SHALL ZNTEB 

are carved on the wards of the key. Zimiga interprets the two pas- 
sages thus : ** By the miraculous way which God should open for 
him, and by that way only, could the holy king enter, who was 
worthy to reign over the whole earth, and that way the King of kings 
hod opened at wmid open for him." He also informs us that another 
key, sdd to have been presented at the same time to St. Ferdinand 
by the Moon» and inscribed with Arabic characten of similar impoirt 
to those engrayed on the key deliyercd to that monarch by the Jews, 
was, when he wrote (viz. about 1677), in the possession of Don An- 
tonio Lope dc Mesa, an inhabitant of Seville. The former of these 
keys was then (and I beUeve now both of them are) in the safe keep- 
ing of the dean and chapter of Seville. As this author has fevoured 
us with drawings of both the keys, I have had a ftcaimile of them 
prepared for the readers of this work. The key xepKesented on the 
left side of the plate is the one given by the Jewi« See ZOniga's 
Anak$ tk SwUkh p. i7> 2Van«AKor. 
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didon that they paid bun die same tributes as they 

used to render to tke Moorish kings. The Archbishop, 
together with the dean and chapter of SeviUe, were 

appointed collectors of the tribute, the sum of which 
was to be applied to the maintenance of the ornaments 
and the divine seryice of the holy dnirch: bwt it is an 
undoubted ^t that they bore this burden with a heavy 
heart, inasmuch as, by deferring the times of its pay- 
ment^ they gave occasion to the turbulent clergy to 
make a complaint of them to king Alfonso the Eleventh, 
in the year 13£7. The Jews, in exculpation of them- 
selves, said that the chapter, induenced by excessive 
cupidity, was setting up a claim to more money than 
what they were bound to pay in the name of tribute. 
At last the king gave a commission to Fernando Mar- 
tinez de Valladolid, his chief notary in the reahns of 

Castile, to investigate this matter, and as this man. gave 

judgment the same year in iavour of the dahns of the 
Archbishop, dean, and chapter of the holy church of 
Seville, the Jews had no other means of escaping the 
penalties with which they were threatened, than by 

satisfying the claim of three maravedis a year per head, 
a tax due &om the moment of their birth till the com- 
pletion of their sixteenth year (a maravedi was, at diat 
time, equivalent to tenpence), making a total of thir^ 
pence annually, for which they were made liaUe from 
the moment that St. Ferdinand rescued the city of 
Seville £com the Moors.^^ 

*o Zimiga, Anoka de SeoiUa, p. 184, S^.-^Tnaulatar, 
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His son^ Alfonso the Tenth, to whom fame justly 

awards the name of Learned, in the composition of his 
TfMes^ availed himself of the knowledge of the most 
learned among the Jews and Arabs. In the preface 
of a veiy ancient manuscript copy of the Alf amine 
TMeBi the following curious words occur : ^* The king 
ordered meetings of the undermentioned individuals to 
be holden, to wit, Aben Bajel and Alquibicio, his Tole- 
dan masters, Aben Music and Mahomet of Seville, and 
Jmf Aben AM and Jacobo Abvena of CordoTa, and 
more than fifty others whom he brought from Gascony 
and Paris, at high salaries, and directed them to trans- 
late the Quadripartite of Ptolemy and compare it with 

the books of Mcntesam and Algazcl. Samuel and Je- 
hudd (the converted alfaqui'^ of Toledo) were charged 
to see that the meetings took place in the alc&zar of 
Gaiiana^ and to hold disputations on the motion of the 
firmament and stars. When the king was not present, 
Aben Rajel and Alquibicio acted as presidents. There 
were £ceq^aent disputations among them from the year 
U58 to lS6Sj and at last tliey made some famous 
Tables, as every one knows; and after this work was 
completed by them, and they had received many re- 
wards from the king, he sent them back well-pleased 
to their own countries, and gave them privileges, and 
granted to them and their descendants exemption from- 
the payment of taxes, duties, and contributions; re- 
specting which there are letters extant at Toledo^ bear- 



u An alfaqxd was a Mussulman doctor. — Translator, 
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ing the date of the 12th of Kay, in the era ISOO.^ 

King Alfonso the Tenths out of gratitude, no doubts 

^* The MaiqTiis of Moud^ir, in Ills Notieia§ HitUricot del rey J)m 
Alon$Q tf/ SaibiOt makes mention of this manuscript, and cites from it 
the above eJEtnct. To make ihB Spanish en agree with the Chris- 
tian, thirty-eight yean must aiways be subtracted from the fonner, 
so that the m 1300 conesponds to A.n, 1262. An account of the 
Aifimtmt Tablet Is given In the Pennjf Cjfcloptedia (yoL i* p. S7). 
It iB obtious that the Algitibieio in out author's text and the Al Cdiit 
of the Cydopaedlsts are the same person. As some important matters 
given in the Cyclopedia are not mentioned in the manuscript just cited, 
I shall transcribe the whole article of the former on this interestiDg 
sulject : ** Alonslne or Alphomrine Tables, an aatronomical work, 
which appeared in the year 1262, under the patronage of Alonso X., 
in the first year of his reign. They contain the places of the fixed 
stars, and all the methods then in use fbr the computation of the 
places of the planets : but they are not made from original observa- 
tions, nor is there any material difference between the astronomy 
oontained in them and that of Ptolemy, except in two points. The 
length of the year is supposed to be 865 days, 0 hours, 49 minutes, 
and 16 seconds ; which Is a more correct value than had been given 
before^ being only 26 seconds over the best modem determinations. 
The mean precession of the equinoxes is stated at half its real amount, 
bemg such as would carry the equinoctial points round the circum- 
ference of the globe in 49,000 years. An inequality, however, is sup* 
xx;sed, having a period of 7000 years, by which the mean precession 
is alternately augmented and retarded 18 degrees. It is dil&oult to 
say whence a theory so at variance with the phsBnomena could be 
derived. The general opinion is, that these tables were constructed 
by Isaac Ben Said, a Jew, but others suppose that Al Cabit and 
Aben Bagel, the preceptors of Alonso, Were the real superintendents. 
The numbers above cited, in speaking of the precession, have been 
supposed, from their oomiexion with the number 7, and the difficulty 
'of accounting for them otherwise, to have been the ideas of a Jew. 
These tables are constructed for the meridian of Toledo, and the 
epoch 1256. They were not held In much esteem by succeeding 
astronomers. Ilegiomontanus says, * beware lest you trust too much 
to blind calculation and Alphonsine dreams.' And l^rcho Brah4, 
who reports that 400,000 ducats had been spent upon them, laments 



Digitized by Google 



THE JBW8 IK SPAIN. 



for the great labour which these most learned rabbuis 
had^ together with himself^ uudergoue^ for the sake of 
the advancement of literature and learning in his king-. 

dom, confirmed the Jews iu their ancient rights and 
privUeges, by the imposition of heavy penalties upon 
all who should infringe upon the same. Since, how- 
ever^ in his time the Hebrews became possessed of 
too much liberty and committed divers crimes^ he 
forbad them in one. of his laws of Partidas/^ on pain 
of death, to preach to or attempt to convert any Chris- 
tian.'^ He likewise commanded them all to wear a 

that this sum had not been employed in actual observation of tlui 
beavens. A fidl account of their contents may be seen in Delambre, 
Hist, de r Ast. du Moyen Age, p. 248. Till the time of Copernicus 
and lycho Bzahe, they continued in general uae, being, in truth, 
with some modifications, a body of Ptolemjcan astronomy. They 
were first printed in 1483 by the celebrated Batdolt of Venice. A 
copy of this edUio pHneeps is in the Royal Library at Paris. Sub- 
sequent edidoos appeared in 1488, 1492, 1617, 1621, 1545, 1553."— 

*' His enemies have endeaToured to deprive this learned prince 
of the merit of having been the author or compiler of Las Partidas, 
pretending that this code was written by his &ther. It is, howerer, 
#orthy of rematk thAt every one of the Partidas begins "with one 
Ibcter of his name, Ibtming the following acrostic : 

l8t Al servicio, &c, 

2nd La fe cat61ica, &c. 

3rd Fizo iiucstro Sen or, .kc, 

4th Oiiras scnaladas, &e, 

fith Nascen entre, &c. 

6th Sesudamcnte, &Ck 

7h Olvidaiiza y atrevimiento, &c." 
Penny Cyclopaedia. — 'Fi-aflslator. 

^ PaiUdii 7", tit. 24, ley2«i "Moreover, they must take special 
care not to preach to nor attempt to convert any CLri^itiaa to Ju-, 
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badge of red cloth on their left dunilder, that they 

might be known to be Jews^ according to the in- 
junction issued by Gregory the Eleventh to the bishop 
of C6rdoya, and the direction of the Lateran Council, 
and threatened all who should disregard this law with 
the penalty of ten gold maravedis, and» in default of 
payment, with ten lashes, to be inflicted on them in 
public this king also spoke of ihe mmg improper and 
mttrag^s doings betwem C^ri$tian men and Jewesses, 
and also between Jews and Christian toomen, for (says 
he) in the country houses ihey lioe and dweU togMer. 
He ordained that the Christians should not receive 
medicine^^ from the hands of the Hebrews^ nor eat 
with them, nor drink wine made by them, nor would 
he allow of their getting into the same bath together " 
At the same time, in the second law of the twenty- 
fouiLh title, in the seventh partida, he made tke fol- 

daism, cither by eulogizing their law or reviling ours, ^\^loeve^ shall 
offend in this partic;ular, will render himself liable to capital puimh- 
luciil and confiscation of property." 

Same jiartida and title, law eleventh: *' If any Jew shall neglect 
to wtai- that badge, we order him to pay ten gold ^llara^ r dis every 
time that he shall be discovered without it; and if he camiut pay the 
money, then let him receive ten lashes in public.** 

* Same partida and title, law eighth : " Let no Christian accept 
medicines or purges prepared by the hands of Jews ; but he may take 
tlieiii by the advice of a Jewish physician, provided only that they 
be prepared by a ClixisUau who knowti and understands the nature 
of tlicir ingredients." 

*' Sanit partida and title, law eighth : ** Let no Christian man or 
woman invite a Jew or Jewess, nor acce]U an invitation from one of 
them to c at and drink together, nor (Umk ^yu\c prepared t>y them. 
We iuithc r coram and tiiat no Jew have the audacity to bathe in the 
same bath witli (Jliristiaus*" 
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lowing ordinance : " Became we have heard say that 
in some places the Jiews have commemorated and do 
•Still commemorate the passion of our Lord Jesus Christ 
on Good Friday in a scoffing manner, stealing children 
and crucifying themj and making waxen images and 
crucifying them when they cannot procure children ; 
we order that, in case a report of any such thing having 
heen done shall henceforth arise, if it ean be proved, 
all engaged in such act be taken, seized^ and brought 
before the king, and whensoever he shall be convinced 
of its truth, it shall be his business to issue his warrant 
for putting them to an ignominious death, how many 
soerer they be. We moreover forbid all Jews from 
quitting their barrier on Good Friday, and enjoin them 
to remain in it, and keep close till the Saturday morn- 
ing ; and if they act in defiance of this law, we declare 
them no longer entitled to any compensation for damages 
or for insults then offered them by the Christians.'* 

The framing of this law by Alfonso the Tenth for 
the punishment of those Jews who crucified children 
in commemoration of the death and passion of Jesus 

Christ, was owing to the idle talcs which nm upuu 
the tongues of a gossiping and superstitious people. 
Even the monarch himself who ordered this law to 
be written, was not sure that the observers of the 
Mosaic ritual were guiltjr of such atrocities : this may 
be proved by a mere glance at those words because ice 
have heard say, and also by his excluding the magis- 
trates from the hearing of charges brought against the 
authors of this crime; for the accused were to bo 
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brought into the immediate presenee of the king, in 
order that he, after satisfying hifMelf of the truth of the 

charges, might condemn them to an ignominious death. 
If Alfonso the Learned had been sure that such deeds 
were perpetrated, he would have spoken of them in the 
same waj as of any other crimes, and not have declared 
in his law that he acted npon hearsay evidence, nor 
would he have declined committing the investigation 
of such causes to others, reserving the hearing of them 
to himself and his successors in the crowns of Castile 
and Leon. 

These crucifixions of innocent children by the Jews 

were mere fables, invented by ignorant old women, in 
order to frighten into good behaviour those naughty 
children that try to obtain whatever they want by 
crying for it. As the vulgar are pleased with every 
thing that is odd and strange, they hit upon the ex« 
pedient of giving out that so barbarous an amusement 
as this was commonly practised by the Jews; and 
hence it was, no doubt, that these lying stories came 
to be reported to king Alfonso the Learned, who, un* 
willing to let persons guilty of such offences (if per* 
adventure such persons existed) escape the punishment 
they deserved^ spoke of the authors of those crimes in 
the manner and form briefly described above. 

If this be not the case, then let those who still strive 
to defend as truths the words which passed from mouth 
to mouth among the blind and ignorant vulgar respect^ 
ing such acts of the Jews, tell us what object the latter 
could have in perpetrating such barbarities? Was it 
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written in the books of their law that all who observed 
the Mosaic ritual were under any obligation to com- 
memorate in so brutal a way, on Good Fridays, the 
death to which their ancestors put Jesus Christ? 

The story is a fiction made to pass current among the 
people by reason of the irivolity of the Spanish Chris- 
tians, as well as by reason of their hatred and contempt 
for all the Hebrews, and is just like that now current 
among the vulgar that the Jews have tails : for as the 
learned in their law were called rahh,^^ whence the 
name rabbins, the people, doubtless, for the purpose 
of ridiculing them, or else because they really believed 
the truth of such an absurdity, began to circulate this 
story, which has no more truth^* in it than the one told 
of persons employing themselves in crucifying children 
in commemoration of our Saviour's passion. 

Let not those who differ from me imagine that they 

» 

upset my arguments by saying that this story is mentioned 
in the laws ; for all know that legislators are men, and 

Baho is the Spaniah for a tail.— Translator. 
»• One cannot help bemg struck ^^ ith the gravity with which the 
sothor concludes this paragraph. Truly, Spaniards are very odd 
people, and Spain is a very odd country. I cannot resist the tempta- 
tion to give an extract, in this place, fnm, a book lately published by 
my fiiend, Mr. Clark. ** Some sceptic present interposed with a doubt 
as to whether Jcvrs, had tails xetSfy or not. The majority held that 
it was unquestionable ; but as one or two still questioned it, the dis- 
pute was referred to Senor Vazquez, a travelled man. He quietly 
decided the matter in the affirmative ; * for,' said he, * when I was in 
Xondon, I saw Baron Rothschild, who is a Jew of a very high caste, 
lie had a tail as long as my arm.' So the sceptics were siilenced, 
and smoked the cigar of acquiescence." (Gazpacho; or, Summer 
Months in Spain.)— TVoiu^or. 

f2 
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consequently liable^ in all respects, to human infirm- 
ities, and apt to be guided in their decisions by the 
deceptions of false counsels or by error of judgment. 
In Alfonso the Learned, I admire the most eminent 
man of liis age and the monarch who used his utmost 
endeaTours to have his subjects instructed in every 
branch of art and science; but, with all his know- 
ledge, there were many things of which he was un- 
able to take a dispassionate yiew, and in many things 
that lie did, he could not help hcing dragged along by 
that ignorance which was so common in those days, and 
even for some centuries afterwards. In the same laws, 
in which he determines the punishment to be inflicted 
upon the Jews who should be proved to have crucified 
children, he speaks of the penalties to which all were 
to be liable who should hold compact with the devil, 
or be wizzards or witches,^ 

^ The fifst Spaxuflh writer who ridiculed those that believed m 
witches was the learned physician of Segovia, Andite TAgim^, Xn 
his tianslatiani and iUnstration of the work of Pedado Dioac6iides 
Anazarbeo, he gives a list of tibie ingredients, of which the unguents 
made to be applied to Tarious parts of the body by the people called 
witches, wera composed. As his words are very quaint, I take Ihem 
doym ton the amusement of the curious. Speaking of some wissards 
taken at Nancy in IM, he says, " Among other things found in the 
cave of those wissards was ajar half full of a certain green unguenti 
similar to poplar ointmen t , with which they used to anoint them- 
selves; the strength and olfenaiyeness of its smell showed it to be 
a composition of herbs of the moat chilling and soporific qualities, 
BwshMkmloekfniffhi-^Mkthmbam^mmidi^^ Through the medium 
of the alguaril, who was a friend of mine^ I contrived to get a box of 
it made, and, afterwards, when m the city of Mets,I had the ezeou* 
tioner'swife smeared over with it from head to foot: this woman 
had, through jealousy of her husband, entirely lost the power of 
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Besides the laws already dted, which were made to 

the prejudice of the Jews by Don Alfonso, and placed 
among those contained in the Seven Partidas, he or- 
dained in those of the Fuero Beal*^ that the children 

sleeping, and become, as it were, half frenzied. I liad this done to 
her because she was a very fit subject to try such expLiiincnts upon, 
aad also because she had made trial of innumerable remedies without 
elTect, and, besides, I thought it was a very proper remedy and one 
which, judging from the smell and colour of it, could not fail of doing 
her good. The woman, aU on a sudden, while being anointed, and 
with her eyes open like a rabbit and presenting the appearance of 
a boiled hare, fell into sucii a sound sleep that I ncwi expected 
I should be able to awake her. However, by means of strong liga- 
tures and friction of the extremities, washings of oil, costus and 
apui^e, ftimes and vapours applied to the nostrils, and, finally, by 
the use of cupping-glasses, I made such dispatch with her that, at 
the expiration of six-and-thirty hours, I restored her to her reason 
and memory, tbou8:b the hrst words she uttered were, ' Whij in evil 
hour have ye axrakeci mc, far I was surrounded icith tiie greatest con- 
ceivabie pleasure a/id deliqht f And with her eyes turned towards her 
husband, she said to him, Hiniling at the time, ' Jiascalf I let thee know 
that I have piit on my horns for thee, and with a younger and finer gaU 
lant than thee.' After saying many other extraordinary things, she 
pressed us to leave her alone and let her fall again into her sweet 
sleep : from which we gradually diverted her, but she always had 
hor head filled with some vain fancies. From which ice may covjeciure 
thai whatever the unfortunate witches say or do is a mere dream produced 
hij very chilling beverages and mictions, which have such a destrvctive 
effect i/po?i (he memory and imaginatimt as to make the poor timid crea^ 
tures fancy and firmly believe they have done, while awake, what they 
have dreamed in their sleep : which results cannot proceed from any other 
came than the excessive coldness of the oinfmait, which is absorbed i7ito 
their system and yets to their very mnrnnr." Andres Laguna. — Pe- 
dacio Dio8c6ridps Anazarbeo, on materia niedica, translated from tht- 
Greek into the vulLjar Castilian, and illustrated with dear and sub- 
gtantial notes. Antwri-p, 15.55; Salamanca, 1570. 

^* Lib. IV. tit. ii. law 4. The first, second, third, fifth, and sLxth 
laws of the same book and title are also aimed at the Jews. For 
those laws, see Opf'isculos Legales de AUbnsoX., publicados por la 
Acad, ^MJ^,'^Translator, 
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of Christians should not be suckled by Jewesses, nor 
the children of Jews by Christiaii women. 

His successors, kings Sancho the Brave, Ferdinand 
the Ifourth, and Alfonso the Eleventh^ renewed the 
above-mentioned statutes against the Jews: this was 
done by the first of the three in the Cortes holden 
at Yalladolid in the year 1£93 : by the second, in the 
Cortes holden at the same place in 1^95, and in those 
holden at Medina del Campo in 1303 : and by the 
third» in 1310,^ in the collection of Leyes de Estilo,® 
and afterwards in the Ordenamiento de Alcald." 

In the council of Zamora in 1313, in that of Yalla- 
dolid in lSi2,^ and in that of Salamanca in the year 
1335, several statutes against the Jews were passed: 
and though Fedro the First, of Castile, commanded the 
said ordinance which his &ther had made at Alcal&, to 

** There is either an error in these tigiires or in the name of the 
sovereign to whom this act is ascribed, for Alfonso the ii«Ieveilth did 
not coine to the throne till the year 1312. — Tramlator. 

The Leijes de Estilo have been pubH?*h(Hl with the Opusculos Le- 
gales of Alfonso X., because, in a manuscript hook which contains 
the Fvern Heal, they come immediately after it, but are not con- 
sidered by tIio pflitor to be the works of that monareb, though, pos- 
sibly, they may have been composed by Alfonso XI, : this collection 
contains some severe laws against the Jews, and so does the Ordena^ 
mieiito de Alcalu, published also by the Royal Academy in the Colec- 
don de Cortes de Leon y dr Casfilla. For the Ordenamiento de Alcal^^ 
see also SenuLnaiio ikudito, yoL u., from page 6d to page 12S«— 
Translator. 

The editor of the Coleecion de Cortes^ &c., says he thinks this 
coimcil took place in tlic ye.'ir 132o, and that the chroniclers are 
wrong in supposinp^ 1322 to be the true date. T cannot discover 
anything with regard to the otlier counuik mentioned in thia pam* 
graph, — TramUUor, 
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be observed and complied with, he continued for their 
benefit (though in opposition to the general wish of the 

states assembled in the Cortes at Valladolid) the juris* 
diction of an ordinary judge,^ who was to hear them 
and deliver their jjleas in civil causes, alleging, as a 
reason for this appointment, that the Jews were poor 
and mkerabh^ hdplesSf and in need ofproteeHm.^ 

This protection and countenance given to the Jews 
by Don Pedro, was very gratefully acknowledged by 

them, inasmuch as, in all the enterprises which this 
ill-fated monarch undertook against his rebellious 
brodiers who embroiled the kingdom in civil wars, 
they assisted him with money, and, in some instances, 
even with arms. In 1355, several gentlemen of the 
fiu^tion of Don Fadrique,'' Master of Santiago, and 

*• Juiz ordinoriOf a term thus ezplamed in the diettonary of the 
Royal Spanish Academy: *<the judge who takes cognizance of 
causes and suits in the Jint imiance" This ezprssaion Jirsi tn* 
tkmee is a legal teim; in Spain there are judges of the first, the 
seoond, and the third instance. For the eoundl of 1335 (or, as some 
think, 1886), see the SmanaiHo BrudUo^ toI. xti., from page 2 to 
280, but particularly page 178« See also Aguine's JVo<«fta ConeiUonm 

** It is gratifying to find an example of beneyolenee displayed by 
a prince, to whom the epithet of Orud was, not without reason, giyen 
by his sulif^* I think it mi^t have been, with equal If abt greater 
Justice, applied to his brother, Henry &e Second, who murdered and 
then succeeded him.^ Tranalator* 

This Bon Fadrique was tteaeherously murdeied by his brother 
Fedro, as win be shown by the aocounts gi^ai by the historians 
Mariana and Jjopez de Ayala : the latter I have abridp^ed. 

** At the commencement of the year 1858, Bon Fadrique, Master 
of Santiago, took Jumilla by force of arms and rescued it from the 
power of the Arragonese. When he had done this, the Master came 
to SevUlc, and on entering the Aldusar, was cruelly murdered by 
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Don Enrique^ Eari of Trastamara/' carrying these 
lords with them and placing them at their head, ap- 

Bome of the king's macebearers, by the command and before the eyes 
of the king his brother. This was the reward and favour conferred 
upon him for the service he had just rendered the king. It is certain, 
however, that Fadrique was not pacifically inclined, and was at this 
time thinltmg of going over to the side of Arragon : I suspect that 
this must have come to the knowledge of the king, and that for this 
reason his death was accelerated.'' (Mariana, Histona Qmural de 
Espanay lib. xvii. cap. 2.) According to Ayala, Pedro wrote aevertU 
letters to Matter of Santiago requesting the latter to come to him 
at Seville^ and when Fadrique made his appearance, the king, who. 
was playing at tame game (eiq)re8sed in Spanish by Las tablae, pro- 
bably backgammon, draughts, or chess), received him with apparetU' 
kindness, and told him to go to his lodgings and return presently : 
the Master withdrew from the king's presence and went into another 
apartment of the Alc&car, which was occupied by Maria de Padilla 
and her daughters, whom he wished to see, and while there, dis- 
covered by the sad expression on Maria's countenance that all was 
not right: on this he went out into the OOUr^rMti* the doors of 
which he found locked^ and discovered that his mules had been 
taken away : while he was hesitating as to what he should do, he 
ynB summoned by two gentlemen into the king's presence : m this 
dilemma he thought it best to obey, and entered the palace widi no 
other attendants than the Master of Calatraya (who kneitr nothing of 
the plot) and two other gentlemen, for the persona who had charge 
over the gates had given directions to the porters not to admit any 
more. When they got to the iron palace in which the king then 
was, they Ibimd the door locked, and after they had waited a con- 
siderable time, during which they were joined by Feto Iiopei de 
Padilla, ehief macebearer to the king, a secret door or postern ( jaae^o) 
was opened in the palace, and Bon Pedro appeared and said to Pero 
Lopez de Padilla, <f arrest the master:" PeioLopea enquired*** which 
of them shall I urest the king replied, ** the Master of Santiago." 
Pero Lopes de Padilla immediately laid hold of the master, Don 
Fadrique, and said to him, " surrender yourself." The master be- 
came much fii^tened and offiared no resistance ; and then the king 
said to some of his maoeheaxers who were present, <" Macebearen, 
the Master of Santiago." This was wm than they durst do at 
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proached the walls of Toledo which had declared for 
the king ; and as a friend whom they had indde the 

first; but one of the kmg's chamberlains, named Rui Gonzalez de 
Atienza, who was in the secret, cried lustily to the macebearers, 
" Traitors, what are ye about ? don't ye see that the king commands 
yon to kill the master Then the macebearers, teeing that the 
king had given the command, began to lift up their maces to strike 
Bon Fadrique. The master, obeevTing this, shook off Pedro Lopez 
de Padilla, boimded into the courtyard (corral), and attempted, 
though ineffectually! ^ draw his sword, for the hilt of it got en- 
tangled in his dress, and after a desperate struggle he was slain by 
the macebearers. The king, after this, went out of the Alcfizar, in 
lu^ei of being able to lay hold of some of Fadrique's attendants, but 
they were too quick for him, and all of them escaped, save one who 
bad taken refuge in Maria de FadiUa'e apartment, into which the « 
king entered and fotmd the man there, and, with the assistance of a 
geademan, dispatched him. The king then went to the spot where 
the master lay, and, finding him all but dead, drew a dirk from his 
belt, and put it into the hands of a young cbamberlein who gave the 
finishing stroke to the dying man. After this (humanity shudders 
at the recital !) the King sat down to dinner in the chamber where the 
matter^ s corpse lay : this was called the room of the aziilejos {en- 
caustic iilee). See Lopez de Ayala's Cr6nica del rcy Don Pedro, ano 
1368, cap. 3. In Dunham's history of Spain and Portugal, this 
murder is said to have taken place m a corridor: I think this is 
incorrect, for at the time of his death the master was in the corral, 
iHdch signifies a courtyard and not a corridor ; at least no such inter- 
pretation of it is given in the dictionary of the Boyal Spanish Aca- 
demy. Besides thisy from the words d6 el rey estaba {where the king 
Mt), the writer appears anxious to show that 'Pedro was not in 
bis usual apartment at the time he issued the order for his brother's 
muder ; and I cannot but think that this room was on the ground- 
itoar : its being called the room of the azul^s will not, I think, help 
to pvore anything with regard to tie poeiOonf for, if my memory ftll me 
not, there are mmpioI rooms in the Alc&zar of SeviUe (some ig^Uain 
tmd come on the ground'JIoor) paved with these tiles. — Tramlator, 

** According to Msxiana, this Enrique, in the year IS69» had been 
victoriiiiis over his brother Pedro in a battle finight in the neighbour- 
hood of Montiel, and the king was compelled to shut himself up in 
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city, opened a gate to them with the greatest secrecy^ 
and without being observed by the party within, those 
ragamuffins threw themselves into the streets of Toledo, 
got possession of the Alc&zar and the Jewry called 
Alcand^ where they put to death all the Jews who 
dwelt therein, (these were about 1200, men and women 
included), intending, no doubt, to plunder them of their 
property.^ Thence they proceeded to the Grand J ewry, 

the castle of that town, which he was afterwards induced to quit by 
hopes of effecting hia escape with the assistance of Bertrand Du* 
guesclin, to whom he had oflSered a large mm of money as well as 

considerable estates in Spain, on condition of his compliance with 
his (the king's) wishes ; but the fellow who had promised to do as 
he had been asked, played a double part and betrayed him, one 
night, to his brother. "When Pedro had entered Bartrand'a tent, 
the former said it was time that they shotdd both be off. Enrique 
then entered it in armour : when he saw Pedro, he kept quiet for 
a little while, and was apparently alarmed : either the enormity of 
the crime he was about to commit had paralyzed and imnerved him, 
or, owing to the number of years that had elapsed since they had 
met, he did not recognize his brother. The bystanders vacillated 
betwtuii fear and hope quite as much as he did. At length a French 
gentleman said to Enrique, pointinL^ out Pedro to luin -with liis hand, 
* See, there is your enetyiy* Pecho answered with his natural ferocity, 
i aiHy I cffu. On this, Enrique drew his dagger and wounded Pedro 
in the face with it : they immediately closed with each other and 
both of them fell to the ground : it is said that Enrique was under- 
most, and that, with the aid of Bertrand (according to Froissart 
and Ayala, one Rocabcrti) tcho turned them round and placed him 
%ipjjcr/no8tf" he was enabled to o;ive his brother repeated stabs, with 
which he at last succeeded m killing him." (Ilistoria General de 
Espaha, lib. xvii. cap. 13.) Ayala's account is too long for insertion 
in this place, but those who like to consult it I refer to the Crdnica 
del rcy Don Pedro, afio 13G9, cap. viii. — Translator. 

"9 See liopcz de Ayala's Croiiica del rey Don Pedro, ario 1366, 
cap. 7, and Mariana's Ilistoria general dc Espana, lib. xvi, cap, 2U 
The latter writer says they slew more than a thousand Jcw8» and 
plundered the mercers' shops in the AXcmk^—Tratislator, 
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but did not meet with like success ; for the party with^^ 
in^ apprized of their intentioii, placed themseWes in a 
posture of defence, displaying" gKxit courage ; and pre- 
sentlyj with the assistance of a body of gentlemen who 
were on the king's side, made those who took part 
with the master retire. 

As a reward for this action, Bon Pedro gave the 
Jews of Toledo permission to rebuild their synagogue, 
in which they placed a long inscription in the Hebrew 
tongue, which, for the sake of its curiosity, and because 
of its agreement with what I have said, I have tran- 
scribed and insert in this place : I follow the translation 
given in one of the works of Frey Francisco de Badea 
y Andrada.** 

BehM the saneiuar^ toUch was kaliowed in Jurad, 
and the house which Samuel built, and the wooden 
tower f where are read the %mtten law, and the statutes, 
ordained ty CM and eomposed for the purpose of 
enlightening the minds of those that seek perfection, 
' I%is is the fortress of perfect literature, and these 
are the words they spoke and the deeds which they did 
to Qodwardf to assemble the people who come before 
the gates to hear the law of God in this house. 

These are the mercies which God was pleased to 
show us, in raising up among us judges and princes 
to deliver us from our enemies and oppressors; for 
after Israel's last captivity (which came of God, and 
was the third captivity from which God delivered ub), 

* Crtnica de las tree drdenes y oaballeHss de SaatiagOi Calatrsvft 
yAloftatflfS. Toledo, 1672. 
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as there was no king ia Israel to protect us, we dis- 
fiened ourselves^ some going to this country^ some to 
that, where they are yearning for their country and we 
for ours. And we of this laud have built this house with 
strong arm and power upraised. The day on which 
it was built was a great and a pleasant one to the J ews^ 
who hearing of it, came from the ends of the earth to 
see if there were any means of raising some lord oyer m, 
who should be to us a tower of strength and have 
perfection of understanding, in order to rule our com* 
monwealth. Such a thing was not to be found among 
US who are settled in these parts : but Samuel rose up 
among us and came to our help, and God was with 
him and us, and he found grace and mercy for us. 
He was a man of war and peace, of great influence with 
all people, and a famous architect. This took place 
in the days of king Pedro. May God be his helper, 
inay He enlarge his dominions, grant him prosperity, 
exalt him and raise his throne above that of all princes ! 
God be with him and all his house, and let every man 
bow down before him; let the great and powerful in 
the land acknowledge him, and let all who shall hear 
his name rejoice to hear it, and let it be manifest that 
he is become the protector and defender of Israel ! 

Under his protection and with his authority, we 
determined to build this temple. Peace be with him 

' The person here alluded to is Samuel or Simuel Levi, treasurer 
to Pedro the Cruel. He was arrested by this king's order, in the 
year 1360, and put to the torture in order to make him declare what 
treasuras he had» and died under it. (Lopez de Ayala). — Tramkiior* 
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and all of his deBcendants^ and comfort in all their 

troubles. Now hath God ransomed us from the power of 
onr captivity : we have never had such a deliverance as 
this. With the advice of our learned men we erected 
this fabric. Great was the mercy of God to usward. 
Don Sabf Myer enlightened and guided us, blessed be 
Us memory ! This man was born to be a treasure to 
oQr people, for, before his time, our countrymen used 
to have daily quarrels at the gate. This holy man gave 
such discharge and relief to the poor as was not done 
ia the first days nor in ancient times. He was no 

other than a prophet sent of God ; a just man, and one 
that walked uprightly. He was one of those who 
feared God and had respect unto His holy name. 
Besides all this, he desired to build this house of 
prayer for the name and fame of the God of Israel. 
This is the feasting-house for those who desire to know 
our law and to enquire after God. It was God who 
commenced building this house and abode for Himself, 
and completed it in a happy year for Israel. It was 
God that increased tlie number of His servants by 
eleven hundred^ after that this house was built for His 
service : these persons were men of rank and might, by 
whose instrumentality this house was to be supported 
with the strong arm and upraised power. Previously 
to this, there was not known in ail the regions of the 
world a more feeble people than ourselves. But, O 
Lord our God, as Thy name is strong and powerful, 
thou wouldest that we should complete this house in 
good days and fair years, in order that Thy name might 
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dwell therein, and the fame of the builders might be 

sounded in all the world> and that it might be said — 

THIS IS THE HOUSE WHICH THY SERVANTS BUILT TO 
IMVOKB THEREIN T&B NAME OF GOD THEIR REDEEMER." 

We leant from this inscription that king Fedro^ by 
the advice of his intimate friend Samuel Levi, allowed 
the Jews to erect a new synagogue at Toledo — a thing 
they could not have done without the consent of the king 
of Castile, as they were forbidden to build such edifices, 
and were only allowed to keep their old ones in sof'* 
ficient repair to prevent them from tumbling down. A 
striking proof of the special favor shown to the Jews by 
king Pedro appears in the following words of the in- 
scription just cited: May God he Jus helper, may He 
enlarge his dominions^ grant him prosperiig, exalt him 
and raise hie throne ahove that of aU princes ! God 
be with him ajid all his house^ and let every man how 
down before him ; let the great and jmoerful in the land 
acknowledge him, and let all who shall hear his name 
r^'oice to hear it, and let it be manifest that he is become 
the protector and defender of Isra^ 

In the times of king Pedro, the learned Jew Kabi 
Don Santo flourished in Spain; he was sumamed 
Carriouy because he was bom at Carrion de los Gondes, 
a town in old Castile. Some say he abjured Judaism 
and was afterwards a good Christian ; but this is ques- 
tioned by others who cite the first strophe of hk book, 
entituled, Cotis^'os y documentos del Judio Jttabbi Dm 
Santo al Bey Dm Pedro (Counsels, &c. of the Jew 
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Rabbi Don Santo to king Fedro)^ which he composed 
ia his old age 

•* Noble lord, both high and mighty, 
Listen to this sermon, 
•Which Don Santo doth indite 'ee, 
The Jew of Carridn." 

This genius seems not to have met with much 
favor at king JPedro's hands, as appears from the follow* 
iDg verses taken from his work just cited: — 

**The rose is not of little worth, 
Which from the briar takes its birth* 
Kor less valued is goodwinef 
Because the grape tprings from the Tine. 
The gosshawk'B lowly plsce of rest 
Is good as any other nest. 
A moral also may be true 
Although *tis taught you by a Sew.^ 
« « « • • 

I'm good as others of my race, 

Who £rom the king have got a place/' 

Bat it is a fact placed beyond all doubt, that Habi Don 
Santo was converted to the Christian faith, for he has 
introduced a Christian doctrine into a poem, at the 
commencement of which we find these lines :— 

"Tlie Virgin's praises bluilt thou sing, 
And her a handsome off 'ring bring ; 
For she, God's holy mother, alway 
For us poor mortals deigns to pray.*' 

Rabi Don Santo was likewise author of a poem enti- 
tuied La Dama general de la muerte, en que eniran 

There are some Tariations between the lines here given and 
those cited by Bon Job£ Rodriguez de Castro,— TVafuAv^or. 
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todoa hs est ados de gentes, (The gei^eral dance of deaths 
in which all classes join) : this^ as well as the above- 
cited works of his^ are extant in manuscript^ in the 
library of the Escurial. 

In the Cortes of Toro, in the year 1371» king Henry 
the Second issued a decree, which compelled the Jews 
to wear a badge by which they might be known," and 
also prohibited all obsenrers of the Mosaic law from 
using such names as were then borne by Christians. 
He also declared that evidence given by the former, 
in comts of law, against tlie latter, should be null and 
void. 

John the First likewise took measures to arrest the 

progress of that excess of liberty to which the Jews 
living in his territories were then aspiring, and, be- 
sides carrying oat the laws enacted against them in the 
Cortes of Soria^ and Briviesca** by his predecessors ; in 
those of Yalladolid'' holden in the year 1SS8^ he 

^ Bon Pablo de Santa Haiia, in hia SenUinium, [part 2nd,] cfaaptcr 
the tenth, says, " Gonaequenter etiam rex Henricus secundus, bone 
memorue, frater ^ub, qm regnum fratris habuit, multas csedes ten 
stzages, antcquam regnasset, in Judseis fecit, tarn in iirbe Toletana, 
qnam in quibnsdam aliis yillis et castris in confinibna regni Castelbe 
ezistentibufl. Et cum hujusmodi rex Henricus secundua legnant, 
regno accepto firatre mio Petro, ipse instituit in curiis generaUbiu, 
quod Judsei portaient signum diatinctionia in auia yestibiis, prout 
j^Ifl eanonica volunt ; quod tamen nunquam fiiit auditum in Bjs- 
paaia, sed indiatincte cum fidclibua conversabantur : ex quo multa 
enormia et divinec Ic<j;is defurmia sequcbantur/' (See also Lopes de 
Ayala's Cronica del Bey Bon Enrique U*, ano IW, cap. TiL, sad 
Colecdon de Cortea, &c.) — DranMcr, 

A.D. 1380, see CoHMdbfi de Corte»t &c. — Trmalaior^ 
a,.D. 1387, see Coleceion de Cortdt kc^Tramhtor, 

1386, according to the editor the Colecekn de CforUtp 
^Thmilator. 
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ordered that certain imprecatioii8» conjoratioiiSi bhia« 

phcmies, and curses upou the Christians and Chris- 
tianity should be erased from the Talmud^ and that 
all who uttered them in future should be punished 
with the utmost rigour of the law. 

In these times there lived a courtier^ by some called 
Dan Jumf PuAtm, by others Dan Jueaf Pieha t he was 
regarded as a thoroughly honourable man, and> in con- 
sequence of his many good serrioes, was appointed col-^ 

lector of the revenues and cliicf accomptant to Henry the 
Secoi^. It is said that some envious persons bore ill- will 
to him, in eonsequence, no doubt» of his exalted position 
and the favour shown him by that monarch : and those 
who owed him a grudge (a large number of the print 
eipal Jews of the Aljamas), determiniug to put an end 
to the confidence which Don Juzaf enjoyed with the 
prinee, accused him to the king of Castile, of certain 
crimes — an accusation which, though false, was enter* 
tained, and Henry was compelled to administer justice^ 
at the expense of the affection which the long-tried 
loyalty of this honourable Jew had kindled in his heart. 
Thus, after a struggle with himself between gratitude 
and the justice which was expected of him and dreaded 
by him^ he ordered Don J uzaf to be arrested ; and as 
the offences of which this Jew was accused called for 
a rigorous punishment, the king £ned him forty thoa- 

Tbere is» at this dsy» no wovd m bis language so hatefbl to 
a SpaiiJSid as Jiutijcia (JwriAoii) ; the yeiy aoimd of it makes lilm 
tremble ftCfOL bead to foot: Ibe odious Moiftafio (or low, pettifogging 
attomey) is the only peraon in Spain who does not shrug bis ehould^' 
en when be bears it pK>nj»09iced.-r2VafM&i^. 

G 
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sand doblas^* to be paid to the crown, which wete 
liquidated at the expiration of twenty days. 

As 800U as Don Juzaf recovered his libertyj he began 
to complain of those who, with aueh perrene diaposition^ 
had brought these nnjnst accusations against him before 
the king> and had thereby destroyed the credit he had 
earned by so many good sendees rendered to Henry 
the Second's person. " How long/* said he, " shall 
truth be banished irom the courts and palaces of kings? 
How long shaU it cease to go hand-in^hand with wtae, 
to guide the steps of mortals, and tu be their cqpstant 
rule in the most important as well as the most trivial of 
their actions ? How long must honourable reward be 
exposed to the poisoned tongues oi the wicked — ^those 
hidden asps that wear the guise of men — those hungry 
wolves and sly foxes — those tigers that are ever ready 
to devour the reputation of the good? How long will 
people listen to their words which are more deceitful 
than the crocodile^s cry or the siren's song ? But woe 
is me I In evil hour was I born 1 How can the dis*^ 
honest bestow honour^ and how can the people dis« 
criminate between truth and falsehood, when the former 
cannot give what they do not possess^ and the latter 
throw open the doors of their understanding to the 
belief of all that is deceitful aud wicked, and close 
them when they see the light of truth appear? Oh, 
how blind and weak is human reason, how open to 
deception and villainy> how unfavouiable to justice 1 

^ See Lopes de Ayala*B Cr&niea dd Rey Don Jwtn ano 1379, 
cap. 3) and Zimiga*8 Aiude$ de SefnUa^ p. 242, coliuDn 1. 
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Whitheraoever I tarn my ejes« I only meet with 
enemies, and am even ecared by the shadow of my 

own body. If as, an innocent man I suffer thusj what 
woiiid hare become of me had my heart been pollated 
mAk ml Then, perhaps, I should hatre been more 
esteemed by the people^ and if I had not entirely 
moKpei envy, shonid have, at leaat^ met with less 
persecution from her. Yet will I not invoke upon 
the wicked their deserts; for even were I wicked, 
and were die people not to envy or persecute me, t 
should «then reproach myself inwardly for my actions, 
be my own bitterest enemy, and have to endure the 
torment of knowing that this new reprover of my 
cfooked steps was telling me the truth, while among 
my adveraariea I now see nothing but deceit and the 
rancour of envy. And so, of two misfortunes, I would 
rather [choose the least and] have others for my enemies 
than myaeE** 

The pimishment inflicted upon Don Juzaf Pichon 
by king Henry the Second did not mitigate the katred 
of tlie Jews to him : immediately on the death of this 
monarch they went to his son and successor to the 
crown* John the First of Castile, who was at Borgos 
with the states assembled in parliament, and requested 
him to issue letters^patent (Maid) addressed to Fernan 
Martin, the alguazil, ordering the latter to put to death 
the person pointed out to him as an evil-speaker {tnaU 
m\ When they proffered their petition to the kingi 
they adduced argumunts to show tlirit it was a custom 
generally received among the Jews to put to death cer-^ 

g2 
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tain men of little worth and of ill condition among them: 
theae were the mabineif who disturbed the peace of tfae 
community with their tongues^ excited ill-feeling and 
animoiity amongst one another, and gave occasion tm 
many disasters and constant inquietude. John the Fint 
heard this verbal petition of the Jews^ and as he was 
busily engaged in acquainting himself with matters of 
state and the proceedings of the Cortes, and it being, in 
shorty the beginning'^ of his reign, he did not give due 
consideration to what he had been asked to do, and, 
without being aware of what he was about, issued the 
albal4 (feUera-pateiU) to his alguazil, directing him to 
see that the parties accused of being niakme$ were put 
to death. 

When those who had obtained this permission were 
provided with the king's letters, they applied for others 
from the Jewish rulers and governors of the Aljamas ot 
the kingdom, to authoriae the a^azil, Feman Martin, 
to put Don Juzaf Pichon to death.** The news of his 

* Lopez de Ayala, in his Crdnica del Rey Don Juan I,, gives the 
following account of Don Jnzaf s dcatli : ** The Jews took the alguazil 
with them, and went to the abode of Don Juzaf Pichon, and had him 
called up, for it was very early in tlie morning and before the people 

of the "hougp were up, and he was yet Ij'ing in bed •\vhcii they came; i 
and tlu y ijot into the house, and said that some men w anted to take 
away his mules for claims which they had upon him for monoy that 
he owed tlicm. This was a mere invention for the purpose of getting 
h i m to come do^TO from his chamber. He immediately went down to 
one of the doors of the luniae, where tho^^e Jews %vho pretended that I 
they wanted t o take his mules were waitij;g for him. Here stood the 
king's alguazil who w^nt with the Jews to execute the king's albaii, 
which was shown to Juzaf, and no sooner did he st c tlie Jews and 
the alguazil he was taken by them and decapitated in his ovn 
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ezeeation (which took place on the ftlti of August^ 

1379/' reached the king's ears, together with the com- 
plaints of ail the gentry in the kingdom, who were 
■siGiiished and incensed at the commission of so gross 
an act of injustice ; for the virtue and integrity of Don 
Jnsaf Fidion were universally known; he was a Jew 
in high esteem, even with the Christians, foir the many 
^yod services he had performed during the lifetime of 
Henry the Second. 

The wickedness of the Jews who were engaged in 
this infamous act had the efiect of stirring up the wrath 
frf king John the First: he commanded that Don Zu" 

lema and Don Zag, who had given the order to put 
Don Juzaf Pichon to death, should themselves be pub"^ 
lidy ezecnted, and he would have subjected the al- 
guasil^ to a similar punishment, had not the grandees 

house, without a word having been said to him." [ano primero, 

cap, 3. Ayala informs us that the king's coronation-festival, which 
Juzaf Pichon was present, had not concluded when the Jews applied 

for the albali. — TVans!afof'.'\ 

*o XfOpcz de Avala says it was suspected that the king had issued 
the albala in compliiuicc "w itli the advice of some persons in his con- 
fidence who had been (bribed tnj the Jews. Marinnn, tno, dcclnres that, 
from, the promptness witli Avliit-h the Eoyal Execidioner (as he caJls 
Feman Martin) obeyed his orders, there was good reason to suspect 
him aJso of having recert^ed a bribe. Neither of these writers mentions 
the month or day on whieh Ju2af Pichon was judicially murdered, 
nor does Zuiiiga. Eugenic Amirola, in his notes on Ayala, states 
that, in the Cotnpendio, the date s^ven is Sunday the 21st of August> 
which however, he adds, could not be, for the 21 st of August 1370 
was a Tttesday : what book he means by the Conipendio, I am at a loss 
to know ; for, on referrinp: to Garibay's work, T do not fhul the month 
4X day of Juraf Pichon' s death given ; neither does he refer to Ayala's 
rtffi^gp^mflnt, because this he calls the AbreYiatura, See Cr6nica de 
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of the realm interceded in his behalf, and represented 

to the king that the man had merely done his duty and 
complied with the order contained in the aldaiu, which 
the king himself had issued ; thsit he had been dednved 
by the Jews, and that no blame could attach to him for 
falfiUing the commands he had rec^ved. These reasons 
had some weight with John, #ho (urdered the execatioD 
of Fernan Martin to be respited^ and commuted his 
punishment to the loss of a hand> which ^as publiely 
cut off hj th(B executioner. TbJb Jews who applied ' for 
the Jdng's albald, and craftily withheld the name of the 
person to whose injury it was about to be issued, wete 
also put to death, and the like punishment was inflicted 
upon a merino of the Jewry of Burgos^ for being con- 
cerned in the tragical &te of Don Juzad^ 

This, however, did not abate the king's wrath against 
the persons who had so viliainously deceived him, and 
he took away from them the power of Hfe and deadi 
oyer persons of their persuasion — a privilege kithertd 
enjoyed by the aljamas of the kingdoms of Leon and 
CastUe.^ 

I A flj B A AAA 

[^The author here inter rupU his narrative toith accounts 
of Jewish poetSf toith tpedmens of whose poetry he fXh 

Don Juan /., ano 1379, cap. iii., with Amirola's notes to the same; 
Mariana, lib. xviit. cap. 3.; Garibay's Compendio Uistorial^ lib. xv. 
cap. 20; Z(miga'8 Analea de Sm)%U<^ auo 137df page 242. — Trom* 
lator. 

For these two paragraphs, see the Bame authors and chapters 
^ven in last note. Tlie word merino signifies a sh^fterdy and also 
a Judr/e or inspector of sheepxoalks : in which sense the author iise^^ 4t 

I know not ; t^t r^^^ cim take whi^ f)lemi^-rr7'r«Fn<^<>r^ 



Digitized by Google 



THB Jl^WS Ul SPAIN. 



87 



meral j^e$ : the$e ^ffuaioM wmld he %my tiresome, 
mi eoen offmmn%f m mum iMlan/m, io the EngUsh 

reader.] 

At this time a large niiniber of JeWB abjured Ju* 

daism: this abjaration> however, did not result from 
their conviction of the truth of Christianity, but rather 
from their fear of the oommon people who, under the 

cloak of devotion and piety, raised tumults in the Jcw- 

lits for the purpose of murdering the inhabitants thereof, 
sad making prizes of their goods and property, lliis 
violent conduct of the populace, which was attended 
widi such dreadful consequences to the unhappy Jews, 
was brought about by the sermons preached at Seville 
by Don Fernando Martinez, Archdeacon of Ecija, ix^ 
which he dwelt upon the usurious rate of interest they 

received on loans and goods sold on credit, to the great 
injury of the Christians ; so vivid> iu short, were the 
colours he employed to describe the widcedpess of those 
who observed the Mosaic ritual, that many of the lower 
orders (always ^ckle,) regarding their destruction as an 
act of piety and sehrice done to their crucified Lord, 
•lew them in the open streets^ without ^ear or shame 
sad without the slightest opposition* The news of these 

disasters reached the ears of John the Firsts who saw 
00 fother mode of checkii^ the seditious rabble thau 
lending to the dean and chapter of the holy church 
letters, in which he strongly urged upon them the 
aecessity of mnssling Archdeacon Fei&ando Martinez, 
ewing to whose expressions^ devoid alike of reason and 
moderation, these calamities and troubles had arisen i 



Digitized by Gov.^v..^ 



88 



HISTORY 



For though hU zeal is good and hdg and mrthy 
adrntratim^ I $haO order Mm to beware haw he ai* 

tempts to stir up the people against the Jews hy his 
sermane and harangues/ for ihaugk the Jews are 
wieked and perverse persons, they Uoe under my rotfot 

protection and authority ^ and must not he outraged : 
hd whensoeeer they shall offend^ they shall be punished 
according to law, and I shall command this to he do?ie*^ ^ 
No soouer had John the First expired (in the year 1^90) 
and his son and suceesflor, He&ry the Third, ascended th^ 

throne of Castile, than the aixhdeacou of Ecija, freed from 

the irksome restraint he was under during the lifetinM 
of the former Idng,^ and nnawed by respect for that 
monarch's memory, recommenced preaching against the 
Jews : he delivered his harangues in the most puUte' 
and most frequented places of Seyille^ and inflamed the 
minds of the lower orders^ setting before their eyes 
their own porerty and the riches of those who observed 
the law of Moses^ to whose covetousness he attributed 
the misfortunes which the Christians endured, and is 
said to have addressed to them discourses of the follow* 
ing character : " Unhappy and everlastingly wretched 
people^ who can relieve your misfortunes and calami** 

*^ The king's words in the letter which, he "wrote to the dean andt 
chapter of Seville about this affair ia 13SS.-^^fUi^« de Seviiia por 
Zuniga, [ado 1388. — Tramkiior t\ 

* The archdeacon appears to haye taken advantage of the king's 
youth and the unsettled state of the kingdom durin(» his minority ; 
for when J ohn the First died, Henry the Third was only eleven years 
old. See ZCmiga's Ancdes de Sevula, page 2 32, and I.opez de Ayala's 
Crimea del Rey Don Enriqm ili., ano 1391, c^ps. v. and jul. — I ran** 
lator* 
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' ties?- Da ye see with what a croel fiumne yottneWes, 

your wives, and your children are afflicted? Never 
shall there be a mitigatioii of it ; Berer shall ye break 
die chains whieh bind^ you to misery ; never shall ye 
taste those sweets which inconstant ibrtune is wont to 
cSBtt mortals! Woe to thee, thou race bom to mis-» 
fortone alone ! Famine attacks thee, and thou canst not 
procure money to relieve thee from it^ for the few pieces 
irldch would enable thee to go through the bitterness 
of life with less toil, are buried for ever in those secret 
diests of iron m possession of the Jews. These men 
see the constant fees to the name of Christ— •they think 
to blot it out from the face of the earth, and strive, by 
every means which presents itself to their eyes, to 
destroy the Christian people. Unhappy generation ! 
thou art about to disappear from the face of the earth, 
sad to lea?e thy children in bondage to those who did 
not scruple at crucifying their Lord ! What love, what 
pi^» what good o£ices can they expect from such cruel 
saeeentioners as these ? Cursed be the moment that we 
allowed these birds of prey to build their nests nigh our 
dirdlii^; fer this very proximity afibrds them greater 
ftdlities for hiding from our eyes all that they rob us 
of I Let those ill-advised shepherds who allow wolves 
to lire among the sheep, be awakened. Let the bark* 
ings of the faithful dogs be heard, now that the flock is 
on the point of being devoured and of getting beyond 
the reach of help* But how are they to be awakened 
who have fallen into the profound sleep of a blind con- 

^ Literslly^ sioor*— TWrnilBCor. 
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fideoce 1 The butchering wolves cannot be scared by 
stones dexteroiulj hurled firom the tixogB, beoanse the 
hands of the shepherds are cast down to the ground. 
The bowstrings are broken* the steeled barbs of the 
arrows wear a coating of rust: the dogs that watih 
over the flocks are few in comparison with the number 
of the wild beasts* Alas, unhappy lambs t what will 
become of yon, nnless ye derive strength from weak- 
ness, and endeavour to defend yourselves against your 
watchful and savage enemies ?" 

Thus, urged on by the sermons of archdeacon Fer» 
nando Martinez^ the fulness of the people's animosity 
burst upon the Jews, and they began publioly to up- 
braid such of them as had the rcputcition of being greft^ 

misers, or of having attained power by means of thmt 
wealth. Don Alrar Feres de Ghuman, ehief alguaail^ 
of Seville, Ruy Perez de Estjuivel, and Pemau Arias 
de Quadrosy the two alcaldes, determined to punkh 
these excesses of the people, and therefore arrested 
several of the ringleaders in those disorders, and sen- 
tenced two of them to be publicly whipped on Ash^ 
Wednesday, the 15th of March, 1391. But the mob, 
enraged at this just act of severity, tumultaously as*', 
sembled, with the fixed determination to prevent the 
execution of it at ail hazards. The chief alguaziP^ and 
Count Kiebla in Tain strove to appease the tumult by 
luLdressing the people and employing the strongest ar« 
guments they could thii^ of; meanwhile the rabblcj 

*B The office of alguasU mayor or chief alguaiU answers, I thiok, 
nearly to that of our Mffh tfo mtoWi tc— S[ h si iftil o r « < 
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now grown more insolent in their demandsi stoned 
those who had charge of the delinquents, rescued 
the latter out of their hands, and put them into the * 
csthednd. Thejr th^ turned their inrjr upon the Jew- 
ries, where they commenced wounding and slaying 
every man, woman, or child they met, besides others 
whofaedccmoealedtheBisehes; they mede priases of the 

jewels and money which they found in the houses, and, 
finally^ dashed to pieces everything bel<»2ging to the 
Jews. The authorities of Seville, assisted by the no* 
Ulity, came to the help of the poor Hebrews, and suc- 
ceeded in saving most of their Hves and rescuing a 
portion of the large spoil which the licentious and 
savage mob had gotten into their clutches. 

When the tumult was appeased, the chief alcaldes 
eoncluded that, were they to punish the numerous de* 
Imquents concerned in those acts of inhumanity, the 
tualeontMts and others who yet coveted the estates of 
the unfortunate Jews would again be exasperated, and 
the city xeduced to a strait still more dreadful than the 
last. 

Ihey determined, therefore, on proclaiming the par- 
don of the authors of these oflfenceS| whUe the hapless 
Jews, intimidated by the late popular outbreak^ had not 
yet dared to go out into the streets, and irere now 
thinking of professing Christianity, in order to secure 
their lives and properties irom.the hatred and covetous^ 
aess^ of the people/^ 

* litsfally, miiMii.---2hmiMr» 

« See JiMfM Mlto jm* 2M4m9» p. SSS, and LopeB de AyilaV 
OirMM M S$lf Don Bwifpie m., aaSp ISSl, oi^. r^IVmUator, 
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The Archdeacon^ elated with the success of his oratory, 
and obsemng the insoleat carriage of the plebeian folks 
after the impunity which followed their late attempt, is 
reported to have preached again on Sunday the 9th of 
July^ in the same year» against the Jews ; to have pour- 
trayed their avarice in the most vivid colours, and to 
have set forth in high-flown language the calamities 
that threatened the Ghristiansy while they su&red these 

foes to the name of Christ to live with perfect freedom, 
according to their law, within the cities of Castile* 

The people — animated on the one hand widi the 
desire of getting possession of the estates of the Jews, 
and, on the other, regarding the latter as brambles, net^ 
ties, and caltrops wluch grow amidst the cornfields 
and draw oflf all the substance of their mother earth, 
thus leaving them without the slightest nutriment, and 
rendering them liable to be wasted and burned up by 
the rays of the sun^ and to be deprived of strength and 
power to resist the violence of the stormy winds — created 
a fresh tumult and ran to the Jewries, with intent to 
exterminate all the Israelites bom or dwelling in them. 

These barbariansy unworthy to bear the name of 
Christians, caused four thousand Jews to perish by the 
edge of the sword. Those that escaped unhurt or with 
but slight wounds from the terrible tumult raised by 
that unbridled rabble, fearful of the people's wrath, and 
awed by the last two insurrections, professed Chris- 
tianity at once.*® Such was the method employed by 

^ See iinotw ie SemUa par Z^SUga^ p. 2S2, and Lopei de Ayala's 
OM0S Re!f Ikn Enrigue, m. aoo 1891, cap* zz.— TVwnlollpr. 
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a set of wicked Christians to make the truth of religion 
take root in the minds of the Jews; and as this was the 
eSect of constraint and fear, but a short time elapsed 
ere they began to prevaricate, as was natural enough : 
for I do not believe any one can lore the truth when* 
in order to bring it home to him, his adversaries have 
recourse to arms and intimidation^ iire and sword. 
These means, of which the tyrants of this world avail 
themselves for the purpose of maintaining their power, 
or obtaining, with lightning-like rapidity, the ends 
which they have in view, are attended with evil con- 
sequences to the people for a time ; but they are after- 
Wards converted into arms, to be employed in the 
destruction and extermination of the tyrants themselves 
who have used them — a truth of which abundant in- 
stancies occur in history. 

When intelligence of what the people of Seville • 
had done reached Cordova, Toledo, Zaragoza, Valencia, 
Barcelona, and L^rida, risings in these and many other 
cities took place. Henry the Third dispatched letters 
to the alcaldes of all these cities, directing them pn no 
account to allow those wicked proceedings, of such 
pernicious consequences to the unhappy Jews, to go on ; 
but neither cities, towns, nor gentry, cared a £g for the 
king's mandamus. The people, above listening to any 
admonition, became exceedingly haughty in their de- 
meanour, in consequence of the success which had 
attended their rebellions, seditions, and massacres.^ 

^ Lopes de AyaU, Cr^nioa del Bey Bon Enrique zn., uSo 1991, 
cap. tt.-*2Wm<^a<or. 
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Fxom 1391 to in the latter of which years 

Hear jr determined to go down from SegoTia to Anda- 
lusia to punish the authors of the past riots^ he dis- 
guised the resentment which he felt at seeing his com- 
mands disobeyed. He entered Seville on the 18th of 
December, and on the same day ordered Pernando 
Martinez, archdeacon of Edja, to be arrested, for 
haying, by means of his harangues, caused the seditious 
movements of the people against the Jews.^^ 

Master Gil Gonzalez de Avila,^ speaking of the 
Archdeacon, says tliat the king punished Jum in order 
thai no om ndght, in future, attempt^ under the doak 
af piety, to siir up the people* We are unable to 
gather from any of the historians what punishment this 
fellow suffered* Zdniga asserts that he died some 
years after,* with a strong odour of eaneiittf. 

The object of these popular outbreaks against the 
Jews is declared in the Chronicle of Henry the Third, 
composed by that illustrious gentleman Pero Lopez de 
Ayala, in these words, all this tvas love of piUage and 
plunder rather than deootion/* 

In those days lived a famous Jew in Spain, named 
Jehosuah Haiorqi, who was born at Huesca, in the 
year 1850, as is supposed; he was a noted Talmudist 

90 AnalfiB de Sevilla por Ztiniga, p. 257. — I^Mulaior, 
u Historia de la Tida y bechoB del Rey Don Henziqiie m. de 
GastiUa. [The paassge frosn this -wxiter, given in die text, Is quoted 
by Zaniga. Anales de Se^illa, p. 257.— 'IVonaAi^.] 

Kamely, m 1404. See his Annies de Sevllla, pp. 267 and 275.— 

A£o 1391, cap. xz, — 3Vafw2slor. 
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and one of the principal masters of the law of Moses, 
and had gtiidied nedicine with great suecess. He ab^ 

jured Judaism, and^ on professing Christianity^ took 
the name of J^onimo de Santa which the Spanish 
Jews could not patiently endure, but were much dis- 
pleased and shocked at seeing a man so well acquainted 
with the Holf Scriptures as he was, declare their ritea 
to be vain ; and for this reason they used scoffingly to 
call him Ualorqi the JUcuphemerJ* 

It has been said that the conversion of this Jew 
was effected by the preaching of San Vicente Ferrer, 
who used, about that time, to travel about the cities 
of Spain and overtnm the law of Moses, not by dia*- 
courses which incited the people to attack the unhappy 
Jews, as was the practice of the Archdeacon of Ecija, 
but by leading them into the way of truth through the 
medium of kind words, forcible and conclusive reason- 
ings^ and evangelical discourses.^ 

Owing to the reputation which Jcronimo de Santa 
enjoyed in all ^ these kingdoms as well as in foreign 
^tates, and to the credit and estimation in which he 
was holden for his deep acquaintance with the occult 
isciences, he obtained the honour of an invitation to the 

^ Jose Rodrig^iez de Castro, in his Biblioteca de los Babines 
Espaiioles, says that the Jews formed a Hebrew word, which sig- 
nifies Blusphcrner^ out of the initials of his name Jer6iU]il0 de Saata 
Pe : this was the imkindest cut of all. — Tratuiator, 

** See the same work. — Translator. 

^ Modem Spain consists of several kinj^doras, formerly separate, 
^lile i write these lines, I have before me a two-cuartos piece of 
the year 18 15, which bears on its reverse the inscription Heyna de las 
B^poMUt {QutM o/th» Spaim),'-^Transiaior» 
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Court of the Spanish Antipope, Pedro de Luna» who 
was anzioua to h&Ye him near his person^ in prder that 

he might cure him when suffering from any of those 
numerous intimities which so obstinately beset our mor-' 
tal bodies. This was that Pedro de Lima who wished 
to rule the church from his residence at Avignon by 
the title of Benedict the thirteenth. 

About this time ah event occurred whieh served 
to increase the applause so deservedly and so univer* 
sally bestowed upon the convert Jeronimo de Santa 
for his great learning. Jerdnimo de Zurita, in his 
AncUes de Aragon, relates that in the year 1413^ owing 
to the obstinacy of the Jews in refusing to be converted 
to the law of grace, new methods were tried to over- 
come those objections raised by them, which prevented 
their admitting the light of truth into their minds. 
*' By the Pope's command, the principal Doctors and 
Babbins of all the Aljamas in the kingdom assembled 
in the city of Tortosa» for the purpose of being publicly 
admonished, in his presence and in that of his whole 
Ck>urt> to acknowledge the error and blindness in which 
they walked. The principal Babbins were Babi Ferrer, 
Master Salomon Isaac, Rabi Astruch el Levi of Alcaniz/ 
Babi Joseph Albo^ Babi Matatias of Zaragoza, !M!aster 
Todroz, Benastruc Desmaestre of Girona, and Babi 
Moises Abenabez : and though there were many dis- 
tinguished Masters and Doctors of Divinity at the 
Pope's Court, who were men of learning and great 
divines^ the Pope was, nevertheless, anxious that in the 
(Questions and disputations propounded^ die care of 
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instructing and teaching those Rabbins should be more 
especially and particularly entrusted to Jeronimo de 
Santa F^, his physician, inasmuch as the latter was 
well read and grounded in the Old Testament, together 
with the glosses upon it, and all the treatises of the 
Rabbins, as well as their Talmud; by the authorities 
and sentences of which it was the Pope's intention that 
they should be convinced and led to see the blindness 
and uu soundness of their doctrine, the obstinacy of 
their errors and lives, their rash and perverse inter- 
pretation of their law. Hie first assembly was holden 
on the 7th of Febrnary last year (1413) ; and, in the 
presence of the Pope, his College, and all his Court, 
the questions and articles to be discussed and argued 
were propounded: the Pope attended other meetings 
besides this, and deputed the Minister General of the 
order of Preachers and the Master of the Sacred Palace 
|0 supply his place as President, during his absence. 
Of this learned assemblage was one Garci jAlvarez de 
Alarcon, a man well acquainted with tha Hebrew, 
Chaldaic, and Latin tongues. Andr^ Beltran, Doctor 
of Divinity, and almoner to the Pope, a man well read 
in Hebrew and Chaldaic literature, and originally of 
Jewish persuasion, materially helped to convince and 
bring over many of the principal families in the king- 
dom : he was a native of Valencia, and it was out of 
respect for his piety and learning that the Pope con- 
ferred the church of Barcelona upon kim, by whose 
arguments the doubts respecting the translations of- 
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the Bible^ whidi the Babbins twisted as it suited their 
purpose, were resolved.**" 

This is Jeronimo de Zurita's account. The Jews 
who went to Tortosa^ in order to take part in the 
famous disputation carried on there, were the following : 
six from Zaragoza, named, Zarachias Levita, Vidael 
Benvenista, M. Mathatfas Isahari, Macaltiob (the nasi 
or chief of the Spanish Jews), Samuel Levita, and 
M. Mois^; one ^om Huesca, named Todros; two 
from Alcoy, whose names were Joseph, son of Aderet, 
and Meir Galigon; one from Daroca, named Asti uch 
Xjeyita; one from Monreal, called Joseph Albo; two 
from Monzon, named Joseph Levita and M. Jomtob 
Carcosa ; one from Montalban, called Abuganda > three 
from Blesa, named Joseph Abbalegh, Bongosa, and 
M. Todros, son to Jecht of Gerona* 

On their arrival at Tortosa, they elected as their 
spokesman at the congress Vidael Benvenista, one of 

tlie most learned in their law, and immediately went 
to the Palace and presented themselves before Benedict 
the Thirteenth, who received them with great affability, 
and gave orders that they should be most comfortably 
lodged and entertained, and treated with the greatest 
kindness: he promised them also that they should 
meet with no molestation whatever, inasmuch as they 
had come in order to be convinced, or not, (as the case 

^' Analea de Arag<»L par Jeruiumo de ZuritOi lib. xii. cap. 46. — 

Translator. 

^ Sec Rodriguez de Castro's Bibliotcca dc los Rabinos Kspanoles, 
voL I. p. 207, column 2, fol. edition, Madrid 1781,— Tramlator, 



Digitized by Google 



II.] THE JEWS in SPAIN. 99 

might be) of the erroneousness of their doctrines^ and 
Bot to be vexed or harassed in any way.^ 

On the day after their arrival at Tortosa, the Jews 
attended s^ain at Benedict's palace^ and found the hall 
m which the assembly was to take place crowded with 
persons high in anthority and rank. Sixty chairs were 
occupied by Cardinals, Bishops, and other dignitaries. 

When the congress met and silence was obtained^ 
Benedict the Thirteenth briefly addressed the Jews,"^^ 
and then Jeronimo de Santa commenced an ha- 
rangae, in which he set forth with clearness of argu*- 
inent and gracefulness of language tlie fulfilment of the 
prophecies relating to the Messiah's advent, an event still 
looked for by the Jews% In answer to this harangue, 
Vidael Benvenista delivered anotlier, the design of 
which was to show, by arguments taken from the 
Talmud, that the Messiah had not yet come. I should 
observe that both these discourses were expressed in 
very elegant Latin ; for both the disputants were men 
of general learning. Next day, another harangue, in 

* 

. See tiba last note and pages Which follow the passage zetoed 
to. — DranUttiar, 

^ Yob Hehneorum sapientiaaimi acitote, me non hte adeaae neqiie 
Toa advooaaae ad dJaputanduiti noatraone an veatra yera ait zdigio. 
Gesto eertina mihi ett, religioiiein meam veriaaimaiii eaae. Yeatra 
qnidem. lex oUm vem Mt» at abvogata ea wme eat. Kon alio auctore 
hue aooezaiti eatia niaS Hieronymo, qui MeaBiam jainpiddem Teniaae, 
ae demonatraturum dixit, ex Talmade vestro : iquem magiatri Teatri, 
-vobia longe aapientiorest olim oondidenmt: proinde aliud diaputare 
cMbe^^SpeMhi^ Pedro de Luna {Benedia the Tkirteenih) to the Jem 
ammHted at Tortosa. [Rodriguez de Caatxo'a BibUoteca djs los Rab. 
Bap., p. 205, col, 2nd.— 7Van<iiitor.] 
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support of what Yidael Benyenista had said, was de- 
livered by Zarachias Levita the Jew ; and on the third 
iday of their assembly, that famous dispatation com- 
menced, which lasted from the 7th of February, 
1413," till the l^th of November, 1414,*^ the result 
of which was that all the Jews who were present at the 
debate, and took an active part in it, (either by speechi- 
fying, or by throwing such light as their wisdom sug- 
gested on those points for which they so pertinaciously 
contended), were converted to the faith. Eabi Ferrer 
and Joseph Albo were t^e only persons among them 
who contumaciously adhered to their original opinions. 

Babi Astruch then presented to Benedict the Thir- 
teenth a confession in his own name and in the name 
of the other Jews, wherein they declared themselves 
to have had the worst of the argument, and in con- 
sequence abjured the errors of their ancient law, and 
sincerely embraced the Christian faith. When this 
confession had been read before Benedict and the 

*' These dates are taken from a manuscript in the Escurial, cited by 
Kodrigucz de Castro in his Biblioteca de los Kabines £spaogle8» 

.vol. I., sec from pages 206 and 207. — Translator. 

^'^ Et ego Astruch Ijpvi cum debita hunulitate, subjectione et reve- 
rentia Reverendissmiae Pateniitatis et Dominationis Domini Cardi- 
nalis, alioruraque Reveieiidorum Patrum et Dominornm hie pra;- 
sentium rcspondeo, dicens : Quod licet auctoritates Talmudicus contra 
Talmud tarn per ReverendiBsimum meuin Dominum Eleemosvnarium, 
qukm per honorabUem Magistrum Hieronymum allegatse, sicut ad 
iiteram jacent, maid sonent ; partim quia prima facie videntur 
haircticre, partim contra bonos mores, partim quia sunt enouea? ; et 
quamyis per traditioueui nieorum Magistiorum habuerun quod illie 
habeant yd possint aiiuui scnsum habere: fateor tamen ilium me 
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Cardinals, cUgnitaries, and other persons in whose pre- 
sence the converts were, the Antipopc ordered the new 
decrees (which irom that moment he enforced upon ail 
Jews who persisted in adhering to their ancient law^) 
to be read. These decrees were then inserted in the 
boll which Benedict published in the city of Valencia 
on the 11th of May, 1415. The substance of them 
is contained in the following heads, taken from the 
BtbUoteea de loa JiaHnes Stpandes (Library of Spanish 
Rabbins), arranged and prepared by Don Jos^ Eodri- 
gaez de Castro. 

. f < First. All people in general, without respect of 

persons, are forbidden to hear, read, or teach the 
doctrine of the Talmudj pubUcly or privately; and 
within the space of one month all copies of the Talmud, 
glosses upon itj summaries, compendiums, and other 
writings whatsoever, bearing directly or indirectly upon 
the said doctrine, that can be found, are to be deposited 
in the Cathedral church of each diocese ; and diocesans 
and inquisitors must look to the due observance of this 
decree, and visit in person or by procuration (once 

ignorare. Ideo dictis anetoritatibus nullam fideza adhlbeo, nec 
mctoiitatem aliqualem. Bee illifi eredo» nee ea quidem defendere 
intendo, et quameunque responsionem per me supeciiis dataxn huic 
mese uitmue Tflspannoni obriantem, iUam revoco, et pro non dictft 
habeo in eo solum in quo hmc contradidt. Omnibus Judsia et 
Rabbinis totius congregationis ibidem prsesentibus (Kabbi Ferrer et 
Kabbi Joaeph Albo dimtaxat exceptis) maga^ voce clamaatibiia et 
dicentibua : Et nos in dictH ceduli concordamua et ilH adhsremos.*^ 
Schedule of RcUn AMtrttch, presented in his ovm name and in the name of 
the other Jews converted at the assembly of Tortosa, [This passage ia 
^ttaeted tctm the manuBcript ^ken of ia the laatnote],— IVoiw/ator. 
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every two yeais at least) all those places within the 

limits of their jurisdiction in which there are any Jews 
livingi and punish all offenders with the utmost rigor." 

Secondly. No Jew may have, read, or hear read, 
the book entituled mar mar jesu (because it is full 
of blasphemies against our Bedeemer Jesus Chri8t> 
nor any other book or writing which is injorions to 
Christians, or contradicts any of their doctrines^ or any 
of the rites of the Church, in what language soever it 
be written : every person who violates this decree is 
to be punished as* a blasphemer. 

*^ Thirdly. No Jew may, under any pretence whaX^ 
ever, restore, mend, or even have in his house, crossesj 
chalices or sacred yessels, or bind books for Chnstianay 
in which the names of Jesus Christ or the Most Holy 
Virgin appear: and every Christian, whatever be his 
motive, that shall put any of these things into the 
hands of Jews, is to be excommunicated. 

^'Ifourthly. ^^o Jew can be allowed to hold the 
office of a judge, even in lawiuiti Aat may occur 

among Jews themselves. 

«^ Fifthly* AU synagogues built or repaired in 
modem times are to be shut up, except in places where 

there is but one, which may in such cases remain open, 
provided such building be not exoessively costly; and 
where there arc two or more of them, the smallest only 
may continue open; but should it be ptoved that any 
one of the said synagogues waa fimerly a ehuid^ 
it must be closed immediately. 

^'Siacthly, No Jew may be a physiciant ragMBt 
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shopkeeper, druggifit, purreyor, maniage^naker (coto- 
mmieroX or hold any pablic employment which shalF 
make him acquainted with the affairs of Christians : 
por may Jewesaea be midwiyea or have Christian wet- 
nurses: nor may Jews employ Christians, or sell to 
them or buy of them, meats for daily consumption, or 
be present with them at any banquet, or bathe in the 
same bath with them, or be stewards or agents in 
business for them, or. learn any scienoe, craft, or trade 
in the Christian schools. 

Seventhly. In every city, town, or village where 
there are Jews, separate quarters must be appointed for 

them to dwell in, apart from the Christiana. 

Eighthly^ All Jews and Jewesses must wear on 
thmt dress a certain device in red and yellow, of the 
iiae and form specided in the bull: the men must 
wear it on their outer garment on the breast, the 
women in front® 

''Ninthly. In order to guard against the tricks 
which the Jews are in the habit of playing, and the 
usurious interest they are accustomed to exact, no Jew 
may have dealings, or make any contract, with Chris* 
tians. 

. « hkibB^fUmnad^ia Or0Hie»d§ Dm Jwm by JoM Msrtiiiev 
ae la PnentQ (lMn4» 1078), we find words : ''By fhe advice 
of San Vicente Fener, St was ardaixied that, in these kingdoms, the 
Jews should wear iahardM (a kind of aneient CastOiaii doaka) with a 
Termftion badge» and that the Moora ahonld wear green capuces with 
a bright moon," [Xlieae Mpue^ ware old-faahioned doaka, used aa 
a holiday dress, 8«e the dMmiary of the Boyal A6ademyc<->2Vafi«^ 
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^'Tenthly. All Jews and Jewesses ooftverted to 

the faith^ and all Christians related to tmconverted 
Jews, may be heirs to the latter, even though exduded 
from inheriting their property by testaments, codicib, 
last wills, or donations to people still living. 

" Lastly. In all cities, towns, or Tillages, in which 
there is> in the judgment of the diocesan, a snfficiettt 
number of Jews, three sermons are to be preached 
annually, on three several days: one on the second 
Sunday in Advent; another on Easter-day; the third, 
on the day in which that portion of the Gospel Citm 
^^ppropinquatset Je9U$ JeroBolymam^ Mens emiatm, 
fiewi super earn is chanted. All J ews more than twelve 
years old must be present at the preaching of these 
three sermons, of which the following are to be the 
subjects : in the first of them, the Messiah's advent is 
to be demonstrated from those passages of the Scriptoree 
and the Talmud which have been controverted in the nth 
sembly at Tortosa; in the second, the Jews are to have 
the errors and absurdities eontained in the Talmud 

pointed out to them ; and in the third, the destruction 
of the city and temple of Jerusalem, and the perpetiiity 
of their captivity, according to the words of Jesus 
Christ and the holy prophets, are to be explained to 
them. At the conclusion of each sermon, this bull 
is to be read, in order that offenders against it may not 
plead ignorance.** 

After the famous dispute between Jerdnimo de Santa 
and the learned Eabbis of the Spanish Aljamas, 
many Jews were converted to the Christian faith: iUi 
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Zaragozdy Calatayud^ and Alcaniz, the number of con- 
verts was more than two hundred : at Daroca, Fraga, 
and Barbastro^ about a hundred and twenty families : at 
Caspe and MaeUa, fiye hundred persons : besides all 
the natives of the towns of Tamarit and Alcolea.** 

Babi Selomoh Halevi^ who lived in Spun, was 
eonyerted in the year 1390 : he was a Jew, bom in the 

city of Burgos, where he was baptized by the name of 
Pablo de Santa Maria. He afterwards went to the 
University of Paris to study divinity^ and there he 
took his Doctor's degrecj and, owing to his universal 
n^ntation for learning and virtue, he obtained the 
dignities of Archdeacon of Trevino, Bishop of Carta- 
gena, and afterwards of Burgos, and, in addition to 
tlu», became high-chancellor in the kingdoms of Leon 
and Castile. lie wrote several works for the con- 
version of the Jews and Moors to the Christian £uth, 
anumg which is one entitoled ShnUimim Saermm 
Scnpturarum.'' 

Here foUows Est^ban de Garibay*s account of the 
Hfe and acts of Pablo de Santa Maria. The excel- 
lent Dr. Pablo, Bishop of Cartagena, was a very notable 
prolate: though a Jew, not only by lineage, but by 
persuasion also, he received the waters of holy baptism 
and renounced Judaism. This . notable prelate had, 
before his conversion, holden many discussions about 

Zurita. Aaslee de Angonu [lib* xn. cap. 45, toL. , m.— 

Trarulator,] 

' ^ Printed at Biurgos in 1591. [There is a copj of this work ui 
the Cambridgo ynivonity l4lMMiry«— I W i /rto r*] 
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the Jewish law with several learned catholic doctors^ 
whose ajrgiimeiits (owing to that obdanu^ which he 
inherited from his ancestors,) had not the immediate 
effect of withdrawing him from Judaism: but it chanced, 
one day^ that a doctor who was aTerae from contending 
with him on other than scriptural grounds^ gave hina 
the learned treatise written by the glorious St. Thomaa 

Aquinas, called De LegHnti, in which that holy 

doctor argues so admirably against the law of the Jews* 
Don Pablo read this treatise with much care and at- 
tention, and finding in it many secrets appertaining to 
Judaism, with which he (though the niost learned 
!Rabbi in these kingdoms) was unacquainted, he was 
enlightened by the Holy Spirit, and said in his heart 
that the law of the Christians was, undoubtedly, the 
law of salvation to the world. He, afterwards, went 
to the Eoman Pontiff, and at his persuasion, publicly 
declared and confessed that since this holy doctor* 
(though better acquainted than himself with the secrets 
of the Jewish law,) professed the Evangelical law of 
Christ, the Christian was the true law and the way of 
salvation: and so he received holy baptism, and of hia 
own accord ceased to continue in his foimer obduracy. 
Thus did Don Pablo become a Christian by means of 
St. Thomas's teaching. 

" This eminent man was, in course of time, and very 
deservedly^ appointed to the see of Cartagena, and 
thence translated to Burgos, his native city. He was 
an excellent prelate, a great philosopher and divine, 

* Tis. niiomas Aquinas.— Thmilailor. 
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a fine preacher, and at die same time a wonderfidly 

reserved and prudent man. He wrote many works, 
I>articalarly the book entituled Scrutiniuin Sacrarum 
Sksripktrarum, which is of large aise, the additions to 
Nicolao de Lyra's Postil on the Bible^ a treatise on the 
Lord's Sapper, and other works. He was not only a 
learned clerk himself^ bnt^ having married before his 
conversion to Christianity^ he had three sons, learned 
clerks also : the most distinguished of these was Alfonso 
de Cartagena, dean of Segovia, immediate successor to 
his &ther in the see of Burgos, and author of the 
Genealogia de los Beye» d$ Casiitta f Leon^ which has 
been sometimes cited. The next son was Gonzalo, 
bishop of Palenda, a prelate of great learning. The 
third was Alvar Garcia de Santa Maria, wlio is said 
to have written the Chronicle of King Henry which 
I have not seen, and part of the Chronicle of Song 
John the Second. This notable prelate Pablo, from 
having been bom at Buigos, is called by theologians 
B Burgense: he it was who, on his conversion, ad- 
vised King Henry (for good reasons, no doubt; not to 
admit any Jew or Jewish convert into the service of his 
royal household, to his counsels, or any other of the 
royal or public o&ces in his kingdoms, nor suifer him 
to administer the royal patrimony. It is a remarkable 
thing that, though he himself was one of them, this 
dever prelate should have entertained such an opinion 
ef his countrymen.''" 

^ Hemy the Thizd.— ZWnuliolor. 
GooEopoidlo HIstozial, M vol.fiw4SSaiicl4OIintb06sfeekmA 
ediljiaL of 1628,— Thmifolor. 
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Such is Esteban de Garibay's account But, not- 
withstanding that the number of Jews converted to the 
fiedth was considerable, the majority of them still ad- 
hered to their former erroneous opinions. The towns- 
people, on their part« whether ruled in their actions by 
a feeling of demotion both barbarous and cnieli or by 
the desire of taking from the Jews, contrary to all 
reason, law, and right, the estates which the latter had 
inherited from their ancestors, and afterwards consider- 
ably improved and augmented by their own labooTj 
ceased not to molest them. In the year 1473 they 

again disturbed the kingdom with tumults, when the 
Jews, who had turned Christians, became the objects 
of their attacks ; they masked their design of ill-treating 
and plundering them^ imder the plea that they were 
Judaizers. Miguel Lucas, constable of Castile, de- 
fended the unfortunate Hebrews of Jaen with all his 
might and dispersed the rebellious crowds^ just as the 
sun bursts through and dispels the douds which pre- 
vent him from darting his rays upon the earth. While 
the minds of the populace were exasperated at their ill- 
success and filled with resentment and hatred* against 
Miguel Lucas^they determined on putting him to death 
without mercy, out of revenge for his having prevented 
the destruction of the Jews dwelling in that city, who 
wore sheep's clothing and the cloak of Christians : ac- 
cordingly, on the ^Ist of March in the year afbre-^ 
said, while the constable was hearing mass at the prin- 
cipal church of Jaen, a body of peasants, regardless 
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alike of the sanctity of the place and the dignity of his 
person, ran him through the breast with namerons stabs. 
No sooner did he drop down dead than the people fell 
upon the Jews> and commenced burning and pillaging 
some of the houses in which the persons of most con- 
sideration and in hif^hest repute for wealth among the 
natives of that kingdom'^ dwelt. The mischievous ex- 
ample thus set was soon followed by a portion of the 
rabble in several cities of Andalusia, as for instance 
Andujar, Cordova, and other places also, where the 
Jews, after being severely wounded and after suffering 
other insults in their own persons and in the persons 
of their wives, did not obtain the slightest redress of 
theu grievances; for justice became deaf to their com- 
plaints^ and, rather than punish the guilty> chose to let 
the wound remain open, and thus, by allowing so per- 
nicious an example as this to go unpunished, caused the 
authors of the above crimes to become more inflated 
with pride and more covetous of fresh riches, after 
having once tasted the sweets of plunder. It is cer- 
tam, too, that in the calamitous times of Henry the 
Fourth's reign there was a want of concert in every 
thing; for the king had not sufficient power or vigour 
to keep in order the towns and people [nonoinally] sub- 
ject to his obedience." 
Although a Jew could not legally hold the office of 

'® In the tiiue of the Arab dominion in Spain, the province of An- 
dalusia contained fuiir kingdoms : these were Jaen, Granada, Sfville, 
<uid C6rdova» and even in these days we often hear them thus spoken 
of.— TramUttor. 

bee Garihay's Compendio liibtorial, vol. ii. p. 572. — Tramiator, 
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judge/^ still, notwithstanding the prohibition, in Henry 
the Fourth's reign this dignity was filled by seyeral of 
the most considerable persons, who (in spite of the 
inany persecutions and popular tumults raised against 
them and their property) observed the Mosaic ritual. 
In I4T4 was made the assessment of the amount which 
each of the aljamas in the kingdom was to pay annually 
for service and half eervice to the crown of Castile. The 
assessor was a Jew, named Jacob Aben Nuoez, Henry 
the Fourth's physician and chief judge : the assessment 



made upon each aljama is given below : 

The Aljamas in the diocese of mn. 

Burgos » 30.800 

Calahorra 31.100 

l^alenoia : .54.600 

Osma ^ 19.500 

6igdeiiza 15.600 

SegoTxa % 19.500 

AA-ila 39.590 

Salamanca and Ciudad Ilodrigo ...12.700 

Zamora 9 600 

Leon and Astorcra..... 31.700 

Archbishopric of Toledo 64.400 

Diocese of Plasencia 66,900 

Andalusia »» :59.800 



Total • 451.000>* 

n Ordenanzas Beales, lib. Tin., tit. in., leyes 4 and Xi.—Tranalator, 
i> The waaa of the items giTen by the author is 445.690, and not 
451.000, as he makes it to be : and as the next paragraph shows that 
there is no misprint in the figures of the latter number, I haye taken 
the liberty to supply in the text the sum wanting to make up Die 
deficiency. — TtanMor, 
74 <« King Henzy, it seems, increased the silyer maik of 1250 mara- 
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Tke assessor, Jacob Aben Nufies, had a thonsancl of 

these maravedis lor his fees, and the four hundred and 
fifi^ thousand that remained passed into the treasujy of 
the crown k which was much exhausted by continual 
wai*8 and popular outbreaks, Spain was then in a very 
weak state : after her commerce was destroyed, the cul-> 

tivation of tlie soil was sufficiently attended to, but from 
the general poverty that existed, this yielded to the 
lanner rather a paltry pittance than a good income. It 
is melancholy to see so powerful a kingdom afflicted 
with the greatest poverty in the times of that unhappy 
monarch Henry the Third,*' and reduced to such ex* 
tremities that men were obliged to part with their goods 
at scarcely remunerating prices. 

vcdis, and ordered it to be raised to 2250; hence over\' real contaiiia 
'U maravf'dis, and the said nilver mark is now G*.) rcal< and 6 mara- 
vedis : a Tnaravcdi was then worth a tritlt^ more than it is at present.** 
Sebastian Gonzalez de Castro, Derlarucion del valor de la plata ley y 
peso de las monedoa tuUi^uat de pkUa li^nda de CattiUa y Aragon, 
Madrid, K,58. 

" In 1406 this king issued a decree that provision'^ should he 
assessed, because they were beconiing scafcer and scarcer every day. 
This strauigc document commences thus : '* Foraannicli as w arc 
bound to govern for the weal and benefit of our subjects and for 
the safety and preservation of our kingdoms and seigniories, we 
ordain and command that the price of wheat be fifteen maravedis 
a faneague throughout the realm in general, and eighteen at the 
court; barley, ten; rye, twelve old maravedis ; oats, six: a ])eiund 
of muttoji, two maravedis ; a pound of beef, one ; a pound of butter, 
four ; a pound of hog's lard, three old maravedis : hucksters must 
sell a partridge for five maravedis ; a hai e lor three ; a rabbit for 
two ; a fowl for four ; a pullet for two ; a fat goose for sIk ; a suck- 
ing-pig for eight; a pigeon for two old maravedis : an ox, Guadiaiia- 
bred and bom, may be sold lor t\\ () hundred maravedis ; an ordinary 
ox for a hundred and cirrlity. 't./iinstracion Hiaturica del, verdadcro 
taior lie todus las munedas que corrutu en Castilia durante el reUUtdo del 
HekcMT Don £nripte III,, nota vig* cuarta, — Translator,] 
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Meanwhile, the Jews, firom fear of the lower otdersi 

concealed their riches, the most powerful declaring 
themselves to be oaly tolerably well off, while the 
middle dassea said that they were m very reduced 
circumstances : they, therefore, looked upon commercial 
transactioiiB with supreme contempt, and only traf- 
ficked in things of little value, whenee scarcely any 
profit could be realized. All this arose from the 
well-founded suspicion that their reputation for wealth 
was calculated to bring upon thm new persecutions 
and to excite that barbarous and covetous set of 
men to fresh disturbances. To such a pitch of misery 
were these kingdoms reduced by the alarm of the 
Jews and the care taken by them to bury their 
treasures in the bowels of the earth, that the circulation 
of gold and silver became very limited. The coin was 
ail secreted in the coffers of the Hebrews, and what 
passed from hand to hand was bought at the houses 
of dealers, exchangers, or bankers : these persons were 
either converted Jews or Christians who traded with 
the money which the unconverted Jews had supplied 
them for the occasion, with the view of dividing the 
profits with them.^*^ The stoppage of the traffic of the 

■'^ Bachelor Juan de Valvcrdp jVrrieta, in his work ontituled Des- 
pertador que tratay &c., (Madrid, 1581), says, " I hi LC hundred years 
before we had money from, the Indies, the want of provisions and 
other things began to be felt ; money lost its value, and luriifs were 
fixed, and this occurred more than once ..... . . ; and before money 

came from the Indies for the prosecution of wars in Italy, Africa, and 

Granada, a\ hich was conquered by the Catholic king , there 

were ducats, half ducats, pieces of two, four, ten, and a hundred, 
doblas zahenas, Castilian florins and hfdf florins^ in such, quantities. 
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Jews caused the ruin of all the commerce that formerly 

existed in the realms of Castile. All kinds of merchan- 
dise were reduced to the lowest figure. A yard of 
ChiUon cloth was worth seventy maravedis^ a yard of 
Lombai and Brussels fifty old maravedis, a yard of 
Ghent sq^let sixty, a yard of Ypres scarlet a hundred 
and ten, the <Jloths of Montpelier, London^ and Valen- 
cia sold at sixty old maravedis per yard* 

Everything else went on in the same way. The 
kingdom was weak: commerce was annihilated: agri- 
culture was inefiiciently carried on: the Jews were very 
richy but did not circulate their money among others: the 
people were miserable : the crown was without resources : 
Spain was disturbed by insurrections against the per- 
son of king Henry : people's minds were in a state of 
excitement produced by their present misery, while 
they looked upon this monarch's downfall as the only 
sure way of remedying all the misfortunes which so 

Hiat the banks and exchange offices would not give reals for th.em 
except at a discoimt: there were many persons in Spain 'who made 
a living by exchanging, and many wbdesale dealers who had in their 
houses silver money, besides reals, quarter reals* taijas, and other 
gold coins, which tliey kept in bags, end doled out by weight and 
measure : if you don't beliere it, go and ask for the tradesmen's 
books at Medina del Campo, Burgos, Toledo* and other places, and 
you will find that there were many more gold and silver coins in 
those days than the present," So said Yalyerde, just as the scarcity 
of Spanish money began to be &lt, and the importation of foreign 
coins bad conmienced. Sarabia de la Galley in his huirueoion de 
Mereaderea (Medina del Campo, 1544, id. 1547), writes thus: Though 
the escudos del sol of France, the big ducats of Genoa, and the ducats 
of 1h,e Roman chamber pass in Spain, the half-pence {parpiUlolas) of 
Prance, the picholes of Genoa, and the quatiins of Borne are of no 
value whatever." 

I 
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gricTOUsly afflicted them. These evils originated in the 
rash methods employed^ against all reason and justice^ 
by xnonarchs and people for the conversion of the 
minicious Jews who dwelt in these lands. They were 
ibrbidden to practise medicine and surgery^ to keep 
their houses open for traffic withf Christians^ and« finally, 
to dispose of their goods and persons in the way that 
was most conducive to their own interests and to the 
increase of their substance. The Christians reaped the 
fruits of this barbarous policy during king Henry the 
Fourth's unhappy reign over Castile : for to this policy 
must be ascribed the abandonment of commerce by the 
Jews who were the only, or, at any rate, the principal 
persons engaged in it, and who kept it alive ; and, as 
its destruction arose from the cause I have mentioned, 
the ruin of agriculture followed in its rear, and the 
kingd^, being destitute of the two principal nerves 
which keep the body of a state together, was ulti- 
mately reduced to the greatest weakness and distress. 
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SUMMARY OF BOOK THE THIED. 

Commencement of the reign of the Catholic Soverciij^s.— Character 
of Ferdinand the Fifth.— EnlogiUm on Queen Isabella. — First In- 
quisitors appointed for the punishment of converted Jews that 
Judaized. — Conspiracy of these persons at Seville. — Punishment 
inflicted upon many of them. — ^I^edro Fernandez de Alcaudete, 
treasurer of the calhedral of C6rdova, burnt to deathi — ^Establish'- 
ment of the Inqui^tiofi. — Great asaistanee rendered by the Jews 
to the Catholic Sovereigns in their enterprise as^ainst Granada. — 
Decree for the ezinilsioii of the Imconverted Jews. — Presents 
ofSeted by them to King Ferdinand for permission to remain in 
Spain. — The king, influenced by these, is anxious to rcTohe th6 
decree* — Is pMehted from doing so bir the boldness of Torque- 
mada.—The Jews quit Spain, and go to ftnreign kingdoms. — Some 
notices of their chequered fortunes in them. — ^Inquiry into the 
calamities which the Catholic Sovereigns brought upon Spain by 
expelling the Jews and persMting the converts.— Bad policy of 
these monarchs censured* 

BOOK THE TflIBD< 

Aftrr the death of Henry the Foaiili» who left thd 

kingdoms of Castile and Leon in so prostrate a con 
dition and reduced to such extreme distress^ his sister 
Isabella maintained her seat on the throne^ in spite of 

the pretensions of Juana la Beltraueja/ who was, or, 

* Though admowledged as his daupjhter by King Ilemy, slij was 
supposed to be the child of lieUraii de la Cu^ .m, whence the name 
Beltraneja.— TrantkUor, 

I2 
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at least, was said to be^ the danghter of the deceased 

monarch, and who was married to the king of Portugal, 
who, by means of a powerful army, endeavoured to 
support in the field his claim to the sovereignty of 
these lands. Isabella, wite of prince Jberdinand of 
Aragon (the monarch in whose person the crowns 
of this latter realm and Castile were first united), 
was in a great measure enabled to overcome the king 
of Portugal's opposition to her consort's claims, and, 
accordingly, continued, with greater security than be- 
fore, to sway the sceptre of the vast monarchy.' 

King Ferdinand was, in the opinion of Antonio de 
Herrera/ a man of excellent wisdom, and had he /td- 
JiUed his pramUet, there tcauld have been nothing re- 
preheiisible in his conduct. Others accuse him of beini^ 
unfaithful in every transaction of life to the pledge he 
had given to his partisans, except when it suited his 
own convenience to keep it. They likewise charge him 
with insatiable ambition and unbounded avarice, and of 
allowing those vices to get the entire dominion over' 
iiim.* Fray Prudencio de Sandoval, bishop of Pam- 
plona, asserts that this king hcid Umg since fhraum his 
confessor oeerhoard, as a trouMesome merehanty telling 
the latter that he was more influenced in coming by 

* See Zurita's account of the war between Ferdinand the Fifth 
aacl Alonso king of Fortogal. AnaLw de Axagon, latter half of book 
XIX. and first half of book xx. — Translator. 

3 CkimeiLtanos de los liechos de los Bspanoles, Franceses, y Yene- 
ciaaoB y otros capitanes iamosos en Italia, liladrid, 1624. 

^ Arudes de Aragon por BartolomI Leonardo de ArgeDsola, Zara- 
goza, 1630. 
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moiioei of peramal interest than regard for hie (the 
king's) emeeienee,* Finally, that well-known politician 

Niccolo Machiavelii, citizen and secretary of Florence, 
said, That Ferdinand the Fifith might be looked upon 
as a new prince, inasmuch as he, from having been the 
mere king of a petty state, had, owing to his great 
reputation and glory, become the king of Christendom. 
No sooner did he ascend the throne than he turned his 
arms against the kingdom of Granada— an enterprise 
which was the foundation of his greatness; for the 
minds of the Castilian grandees, diverted by constant 
war&re from attending to political changes, did not 

observe that the king was daily increasing" his au- 
thority at their expense, and supporting, with the 
finrtunes of the people and the Church, those armies 
which were extending his power. Afterwards, with 
the view of attempting still greater undertakings, he 
artfully concealed his design under the mask of re- 
ligion, and, by means of a cruel piety, drove the Moors 
out of his dominions, a stroke of policy truly deplorable 
and unexampled."* All the translators of Machiavelli's 

* Historia del Emperador C&rlos Y., primera parte. YaUadolid, 
1004. [Lib. t. cap. 60,— Translator.] 

* II Principe di Niccolo MadiiaveUi dttadino e secretario Fioren- 
tioot Capitdo xxi. Noi abbiamo nei noatri tempi Feirando d'Ara. 
gonsi pMenti re di Spagna. Costiii si pii6 chiamaxe qoaai pxlncipe 
auovot petehift d' im xe deb<de h diventato per funa e per gloiia 11 
piiBio Bel del Chriatiaiii: e ai eonslderete le azioni ane, le troverete 
tntte grattdiinnie e gaalctma itiaordinaria : £gU nel prindplo del 
mo xegno aaaaltd la Gfanalay e qneUa impresa fix 11 ftmdamento 
deUo atato auo. In prima ei la feee oiioBo e aensa aoipetto di 
e w c t e inpedito ; temie occupatl la quella animl de * Bazonl di 
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works are agreed that this famous politician alluded to 
FerdiDand the Fifths when he said^ There now reigns 
a prince, whose name it is not expedient that I should 
declare, from whose mouth one hears nothing else but 
praises of peace and good faith, but had his actions 
corresponded to his words, he would, more than once 
ere this, have lost either his reputation or his do- 
mmions. 

If we adopt the opinion formed of Perdinand the 
Fifth hj his contemporary, who, next to Cornelius 
Tacitus, was the first of master politicians in the art 
of government; if we take into consideration the un- 
worthy acts perpetrated by this king to the prejudice 
of the people of Spain, among which we must class the 
marriage which (after the death of his wife Isabella) he 
solemnized with Queen Germaine, in hopes of leaving 
a succession by her, now that the crowns of Castile and 
Arragon were united, we shall perceive that this mo- 
narch was not so great a personage as some individuals 
have asserted (in opposition to all reason and justice), 

Castiglia,' i qnali pensando a quella guerra, non pensavano ad iri- 
novarc ; e lui acquistava in questo mezzo nputazioni, od imperio 
gopra (li loro, clie non se tic accorgevamio. Poto nutrire con daaari 
dclla Chiesa e de popoli gli esserciti e fare un fondamento con quella 
gucrra Ituiga alia miliisia sua : la quale lo ha dipoi oiiorato. Oltre di 
questo per poterc iutrapendero mc^giori imprese, ser-vendosi scmpre 
della rcUgione, se volse a una pictosa crudelta, cacciando e spogliando 
il suo regno dfi * Marrani,' ne puu essere questo esempio piii znirabilo 
ne piii raro." 

^ Capltolo xyiii., ** Alcuno principc dei prcsenti tempi, quale non 
h bene nominare, non predica mai altro che pace c fcdc, e lU 11* una 
e dcir altra e iuirni* issimo, e 1' una c 1' altra quaiido r 1* avesse 0S8e^« 
vata, gU arebb^ piu volte toito. o ia riputazion^ o lo stuU)," 
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relying ou the accounts of writers influenced by fear 
and the desire of flattering him. 

It cannot, however, be doubted that many events of 
importance to the prosperity of Spain occurred in hia 
reign ; and yet the glory of them belongs not to him» 
but to the wisdom and yirtues of his first wife. Queen 
Isabella ; she was an illustrious matron, worthy to have 
lived in an age in which barbarous fanaticism — that 
secret foe to God, to the cultivation of the intellects, 
and to the happiness of mankind, did not influence the 
greater part of the human race. 

Queen Isabella went down to Andahisia in J uly 1477, 
with Fedro Gonzalez de Mendozai Grand Cardinal of 
Spain and Archbishop of Seville, while Ferdinand was 
using the greatest expedition in fortifying the castles 
and towns situated on the borders of Portugal. To this 
he was compelled by the continuance of the war with 
king Alonso, pretender to the crown of Castile, in right 
of his wife La Beltraneja.^ 

In the mean time, Iscibclki was busily engaged in 
establishing the order of the holy brotherhood, which 
was founded with the sole object of extirpating male- 
factors out of the uncultivated lands which harboured 
them.* Fray Alonso de Ojeda, prior of the convent of 

• Zflniga, AncUes de SevUlat p. 380, 381, see also note {') p. 116.— 
Translator, 

• Anales de Aragon, per Zurita, lib. xx. cap. 21, vol. iv, fol. 294, 
•* Ferd. and Isab. organized the Hermandad ostensibly, as a mounted 
brotherhood, or geyidarmerie^ to protect the roads, but, in reality, as 
the germ of a standing array to be c ti^ployed in beating down their 
too independent aristocracy." loid'a iiaiidbook of Spain, vol. i. 
p. 313, Murray, 1846.— rron^/otor. 
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dominican friars at SeTille, observing the zeal of the 
Qaeen for the public goodj represented to her the in- 
jury done to the Christian religion by the wicked liyes 
of the Jewish converts and, accordingly, to remedy 
this evil, he urgently entreated her, in eloquent and 
forcible language, to grant the friars of his order per- 
mission to inquire into the crime of heresy — a privilege 
enjoyed by the friars of the same order in the kingdom 
of Aragon, of whom certain persons were nominated 
to the like commission, sometimes immediately by the 
pope, and sometimes by his vicegerents or provincials* 
Fray Alonso de Ojeda's importunities were backed by 
those of many persons of great virtue and in exalted 
situations ; and Isabella was compelled to dictate a mea- 
sure strong enough to weaken, if not destroy, the ob- 
stacles to the increase of the faith caused by Jews not 
really converted; she was, however, a woman of too 
generous a mind to be capable of deciding at once to 
give her consent to so flagrant an oppression of her 
subjects." And, therefore, they were unable to extort 
more from her by their solicitations (although supported 
by the above arguments) than a recommendation to the 
priests, and particularly to the dominican friars, to show 
themselves energetic and faithful preachers, and to bring 
over [if possible] to the Christian religion those who, to 
their own misfortune, were wandering astray and living 
far from the light of truth which was necessary to the 

^ Uateabdf HitioHaCfHUeadiia InqMeion^ cap, v. art. n. sset S. 
Uflseatei cqp» v. art. ii, lects. 8, 6, 7i S, 11, 18«--»2hMwlsl0r« 
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salration of their souls. Cardinal Pedro Gomez de 
Mendoza prepared a catechism for their instruction, 
and likewise framed some laws for the correction of 
all who refused conformity with the teaching of the 
gospel." 

But as it was afterwards discovered in the following 
year, 1478, that sundry Jews had met together on Holy 

Thursday night to Jiidaizc, and tliat, after they had blas- 
phemed Jesus Christ and His religion, and been appre- 
hended for so doing, they had, on exhibiting proofs of 
repentance, been reconciled ; new and urgent solicita- 
tions were made to the catholic king to establish in these 
realms the tribunal of the inquisition after the model of 
that established in Sicily.'^ This arose not so much from 
derotion as from the coTetous desire of getting into his 
hands the great wealth/* of which the principal Jewish 
converts were then possessed; for, according to the 
ordinances of the tribunal founded in Sicily, one-third 
of the estates of heretics, on which an embargo had 
been laid prior to their confiscation, went into the 
pockets of the inquisitors. 

By this means robberies were perpetrated with im- 
punity; for as it was the interest of the judges that the 

" ZCiniga, p. 886, coluiim. 1 $ Uoreate^ cap. t. art, n* sects, 14, 16p 

n . — TransUUor, 

" See ZOnigs, p» 88S, c<iL 2 ; Lloteiite» csp. T. art sec* 12.— 

Tramlator. 

M That impudeat liellow Zurita says that the funds raised by the 
oonfiscatioiis, which went into the Royal treasury, were (after defray* 
mg the salaries of the inquisitors and ministers of the holy officCt and 
pvcmding food for poor criminals) t$»lusively applied to relifjioifs putt- 
p09H ! Anales de Azagon, lib. zz. cap. 49,toL it* £aL 324,~2Via}M^alor« 
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accused should appear^ in the eyes of the worlds guilty 

of all heresies that ever existed, in order that they 
might make a prize of one-third of his estate, what 
rich man could expect mercy at the hands of those 
who looked upon his death or diblionoiir as the means 
gf obtaining so pretty a picking, without incurring the 
slightest hazard in getting it? 

King Ferdinand had, by his frequent military ex- 
peditionSy exhausted his treasury and burdened his sub- 
jects with taxes, and, after selling a considerable portion 
of the church plate, called upon the regular clergy to 
pay him contributions to which they had not been 
accustomed, and which were, on that account, borne 
with greater reluctance; he also wearied the secular 
clergy with loans that he could never expect to repay 
out of his royal treasury, on which there were so many 
claims as yet unpaid ; and as he now lost all hopes of 
replenishing it, and became perplexed at his inability 
to extricate himself from present troubles and to ayoid 
future difficulties, while engaged in carrying on such 
long wars against the enemies to his crown, he looked 
to the Inquisition as the sole means of augmenting the 
royal revenue. This was the true reason why Fer-^ 
dinand consented to what the dominican friars had, 
under the influence of their cupidity, so repeatedly 
and so urgently implored him to grant. He was one 
of the greatest politicians of his age, and one who 
travelled to his end without regarding the means em* 
ployed in its attainment. 

Ju the same yeai:, 1478, while the Catholic Sovereigns 
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were at Seville, they received intelligence that the pope 

had issued his Bull and given his consent to the founda- 
tion of the 80*much-de8ired tribunal of the Inquisition. 
But the Queen, who in all matters of business acted on 
the advice of the ^earned cardinal Mendoza,^^ opposed 
her husband's wishes/ rightly judging that if evils 
arose from the converts being allowed to live in the 
enjoyment of their liberty, and from their being 
exempted from molestation by persons who^ under 
colour of inquiring into their morals^ words, and even 
thoughts, might persecute them, far greater disasters 
must and would arise from the cupidity of judges 
desirous of hading them guilty, ior the sake of eut 
riching themselves with the estates of such as should 
have the dreadful misfortune to fall ipto their hands. 
Md BO, to pacify as well those who were exasperated 
St the excess of liberty allowed to the Jews, as the new 
Christians and those who contumaciously adhered to the 
Jewish law, she decreed, in the Cortes assembled at 
Toledo in 1480, that all observers of the jMosaic law 
should live apart from Christians, and wear the badges 

'* Like all other women, Queen Isabella had a will of her own. 
When cardinal Mendoza was on his death^bed, she and her husband 
went to ^ i.-it and console him. Mendoza, however, availing himself 
of an occasion when Ferdinand had gone out of the room, charged 
Isabella in the most solemn manner, to cultivate a good understand- 
iag with the house of Prance, and also to marry her son John to 
Juana la Beltraneja ; both of which proposals were anything but 
acceptable to her ; and she, declaring that the cardinal had taken 
leave of his senses, abruptly rose up and took her departure. Zuxita* 
Historia del Rey Do7i IlertmndOf lib. ii. cap. 4. — Translator. 

Llorente, pap, v. ^t. i, sect, 14; aft. n. secl;^. 7% 8| 9^— ?ran4i^ 
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appointed by tibe aacieiit kws and ordinances. This 
shows that the mandates of former sovereigns had be- 
come a dead letter. It was likewise enacted that the 
nnbaptised Jews should retire to their quarters at night- 
fall, and suspend theix commercial dealings till daylight. 
This is a dear proof that^ in those times, the law which 
prohibited the Jews from making acquisitions, gains, 
bargains, and contracts with Christians, had fallen into 
abeyance. At last Queen Isabella, whose compassionate 

and benevolent heart had prevented her from consent- 
ing to the erection of the barbarous tribunal, was over- 
come by the solicitations of her avaricious husband and 
the dominican fraternity, who swallowed the bait of 
interest and scented the blood of those Jewish con- 
verts who had the greatest reputation for wealth, be- 
fore they saw the hour approach in which, invested 
with the king's authority, they were to make prizes 
of the possessions belonging to so many unhappy be^ 
ings, whose misfortune it was to be bom in that calami- 
tous age." 

In the year 1480, the Monarchs rerdinand and 
Isabella appointed as Inquisitors Fray Miguel de Morillo 
and the presentee'* Fray San Martin, and as Assessor 
priest Juan Ruiz de Medina, Doctor in Canon law. 

" Uorente^ eap. v. axt. n» sects. 17» IS, 19. It wiU be worth the 
Teader^i while* I think, to pemse the whole of the flith ehapter.-- 
fVomtator. 

>* Bi1hearij^ii«I,fmefitedb, which Seo^ "ateseher 
of divinitf who expects soon to be ranked as a master." See hit 
dietionary, Perhi^B, the ex^mmxm answers to what, in Gambridge» 
we should call an ittoipior. — TrantkUor, 
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The persons elected were ordered to commence the 
exercise of their functions in the arch-diocese of Seville 

* 

and in the diocese of Cadiz^ where their zeal was re- 
quired to bring those Jews back to the Christian faith^ 
who were formerly converted and had now gone astray 
from the piitii of truth. These judges received letters 
irom the Catholic Sovereigns which were to serve as 
their credentials to the civil authorities of the towns 
and cities, who were to provide them with lodgings. 
The letter addressed to the Council of Seville corn* 
menced thus :— 

" Be it known unto you that We, observing that in 
our realms and seigniories there have been and still 
are some wicked Christians, apostates, heretics, and 
converts^ who^ after having received baptism and 
borne the name of Christians, have turned and do 
now turn back to the sect and superstition and 
perfidy of the Jews, &c. Willing and desiring to 
provide against this, and to check the evil and 
mischief from spreading farther, m case the afore- 
said ofiences be not punished, &c., we have entreated 
our Hight Reverend Father to provide a wholesonie 
remedy for these things, and His Holiness hath 
consented to the prayer of our petition, and granted 
us a faculty which authorizes us to elect, and we 
have elected, two or three persons with defined powers, 
to act as Inquisitors, and to proceed, according to 
this apostolical authority, against the said inhdels and 
wicked Christians, and all who countenance and 
receive them, and to prosecute and punish them as 
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far a8 they are, by right of custom, entitled to 

prosecute and punish them. By virtue of the said 
faculty conceded to and accepted by \xs, and in the 
exercise of the sattie, we elect, nominate, and depute, 
as inquisitors into the said infidelity, apostacy, and 
^heresy, the venerable and devout fathers^ Fray 
Miguel de Morillo, Doctor of Divinity, and Fray 
Juan de San Martin, presented*'* Bachelor of Di- 
vinity, and Prior of the Monastery of St. Paul, of 
the preaching order, in the city of Seville.*" 
The Inquisitors did not go down to Seville to carry 
out these instructions till the year 1481,'^ owing to the 
various difficulties which they had to overcome : these 
were, in all probability, such as men usually experience, 
when any change is about to be introduced. An ac* 
count of the entry of these judges into Seville, and of 
the plot devised by the Jews for the destruction of the 
former, is given in a manuscript of the day, written by 
an unknown author. As the notices contained in it are 
very curious, it will not be out of the way to copy some 
passages from it, which will stamp additional audiority 
upon my history. As soon as the Inquisitors and 
ministers of the holy Office entered Seville, the <nty 
was divided into factions which took different views of 
the case, some sided with the Inquisitors, some against 
them. Thai which caused the greatest scandal and 
astonishment was the fact that this opinion affected 

See note page Translator. 
Zuiiiga, pp. 388, and 389.— 2VaiM2atfor. 
'* Z6diga» p. 389.— TVwwXator. 
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many mm in power, and persons hdding offices and 
dignities^ inasmwA as they favoured its most obnoxious 
maintainers. 

The nobility and prebendaries declared in favour 

of the holy faith of Jesus CLiist and lib ministers: 
some persons went a league's distance out of the city 
to receive them, others proceeded as far as Carmona," 
refreshed, entertained them, and paid them frequent 
visits. 

**The Inquisitors proceeded to tlie Chapter-House 
of the Holy Chi\rch, where they presented and ex- 
hibited the Bulls and royal warrants, and th^n went 
out to the door of the Chapter-House, where tliey 
found the municipal body ready to receive them, and 
were conducted by them from the steps," [outside of 
the Cathedral],'' *^ to the Guildhall, and were put into 
seats at the Guildhall and entertained by the Corpo- 
ration. Then the prebendaries and aldermen (regidores) 
of the respective corporate bodies met together, and 
decreed that there should be a procession of the clergy 
and people on the following Sunday: and the proces- 
sion took place with much solemnity, and the Inquisition 
was accepted by the people. 

"Meanwhile a meeting took place between the fol- 
lowing persons, viz. Suson, father of Susana, known by 
the name of the beautiful female; Eenadeva, father of 

Camona Is six leagues team Serine*— 25tmflii^« 
There are flights of steps on three sides of this Cathedral, with 
s tenrace of considerable width at the top of them. I think the 
sneient Chapter-house stood on this terrace.^TVofwAt^or. 
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the Canon ; Abalofia the odoriferous, who held the 
customs of the king and queen in pawn; Aleman, a 
person of low birth, and one of the numerous cadets 

of the same name , the Adalfes of Triana,** who 

still lived in the castle Cristobal Lope« Mon- 

dadora of San Salyador, and many other rich and 
influential persons, who attended the meeting, and 
lived in the towns of Utrera *^ and Carmona. 

**What think ye, said these men, of those fellows 
who are coming against us ? Are not we the persons of 
most consideration for our wealth in this city ? Let us 
liavc a iibing. You man here, bring so many of your 
men, and you man yonder, bring together as many as 
you can: and then they began to distribute among 
the ringleaders, arms, men, money, and whatever else 
appeared necessary. And if, said they, they come to 
arrest us, we will gain the people over to our side, and 
raise a tumult, and, by this means, put our aggressors 
to death and take yengeance upon our enemies. Then 
said a venerable old Jew, who was present, * My sons, 
I think the people are ready, so be my life, but what I 
where are the hearts ? Give me heartsJ " 

This conspiracy came to the knowledge oi' the Inqui- 
sitors, who immediately began to imprison all who were 
concerned in it, and even many who had nothing what^ 
ever to do with it. While they were getting up their 
cases, all nature seemed to shudder at the contemplation 

Triaiia is a suburb of {Seville, on the opposite bank ot tlxe Gua- 
dalquivir. — Translator. 

Utrera lies between Seville and Jerez : it is four leagues distant 
firom the former city. — Translator, 
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of the erection of a tribunal, so barbarous and so- 
iilimical to the human race, Andres Bernaldez or 
Bernaly a writer of the day, and chaplain to one of 
the Inquisitors, speaks of the dreadful tempest which 
burst upon all the cities of Andalasia. This fourteen 
hundred and eighty-first year, at the commencement of 
Christmas and afterwards, there fell so much rain and 
there rose such high floods that the Guadalquivir car-* 
ried away and destroyed a part of El Copero, whicii 
contained eighty dwellings, and many other places on 
the bank, and the swollen waters rose near the rampart 
turret of Seville, by the ravine of Coria, to a greater 
height than they had ever been known to rise^ and did 
not subside for diree days, and it was feared that the 
city would be destroyed by the waters. At this time 
also a dreadfiil plague broke out> which ravaged these 
lauds till the year 1488, with great obstinacy and 
severity: more than fifteen thousand persons died at 
Seville, and as many at Cordova; and at Jerez and 
Ecija upwards of eight or nine thousand persons, and 
this was the case in all the other towns and villages/'^ 

With such a festive entertainment did nature hail 
the institution of the Holy Office i On the one hand 
the Guadalquivir overflowed its banks, carrying in its 
course houses^ ticcs^ hiunan beings, and cattle, while 
on the other, the plague spread desolation in the cities, 

*® History of the Catholic Sovereigns, Ferdinand and Isabella, m.s. 
cap. XLIT, [A considerable part of El Copero "which had escaped 
destruction in the year 1481, was (according to the same writer, 
quoted by Z6niga iu liis Anales de Sevilla,) swept away by the 
Bwoiien waters of the Guadalquivir in 1485.— Tra»«A»tor.] 
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cutting the thread of many liyes with the greatest 
rapidity. With these dreadful calamities before their 
eyest theae more than brutal judges of the Inquisitioik 
began to imprison and devise punishments for those 
who (having been baptized to save their lives and 
fortunes from the cupidity and hatred of the rabble, 
who had been instigated by certain wicked ecclesiastics 
or avaricious friars to destroy the Jews,) still observed 
the Mosaic law, though they did so willi the greatest 
secrecy. "Those first Inquisitors," says Bernaldez, 
^'had the bunimg-place ^ at Tablada prepared, together 
with those plaister figures of the four prophets, and 
in a very few days they found many ways of dis- 
covering those who were guilty of heresy, and com-^ 
menced laying hands on the most culpable of both 
sexes, of whom several were found amongst the highest 
ranks, the veinticuatros,^ the jurats, the bachelors of 

the universities, the lawyers, and men m greatest repute, 
whom they began sentencing to be burnt with fire. 
The first time they brought six men and women to be 
burnt, and saw due execution done upon them/^ Fray 

«i MQnflie flat plain out^ the walls" (of SenUs), "esUed Si 
Prado d$ San Sebastitm, was the Qoemadero or huining place ol the 
Inquidtum: here the last act of the tragedy of the M$ta de fl was 
perlbrmed by the cM power, on whom the odium was cast, while 
the populace, in the words of Gteaaz, 'soeUris obliti deptmft dissegre- 
hanC The spot of fixe is marked hy tiie ibundations <^ a square 
platform on which the ftggots were pHed." Ford's Hand-book of 
Spain, ToL i. page 878. Murray, 1845. — IWrnsfailDr. 

rnftfjoiioCrof were certain magistrates <tf towns in Andafasia, 
so called beeanse their nnmber eonsisted of iwrntlty-fayr^ — TrtxMlaJtoir^ 
In this Ysty btasler of Seville^ which, according to Bemaldea, 
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Alsouso Hojeda de San Fabloj a zealot for the faith 
in Jems Christi the most active person in Seville in 
bringing about this Inquisition, preached the sermon. 
A few days after this they burnt three of the principal 
and richest persons in the city : these were Diego de 
Suson who was reported to be \vorth ten millions : he 
was a great £abbi> and appears to have died a Chris* 
tian,*^ the second was Manuel SauU, and the other 
Bartolom^ Torralba. They also took Pedro Fernandez 
Benedeba» steward of the church for the dean and 
chapter (one of the most considerable of that body» 
who had arms in his house sufficient to arm a hundred 
menO and Juan Femandes Abalasia^ who had been 
a magistrate for some time, and was a great lawyer, 
and many other persons of great wealth and consider- 

was first employed in the year 1481 in the execution of six men and 
women far the crime of Judaizing, the Inquisition burnt its last 
victim, a woman condemned for Molinism, in 1782. La Inquisician 
sin m<i5cara by Natanael Jomtob (Don Antonio Puigblanch), Cadiz, 
1811. Alonso de Fuentes in his Cuarenta cantos d$ Mmws y perc' 
grinaa hittoria* (Seville, 1545), says that the person who built fh« 
burning-place was himself 'fiie first to make trial of it and auf* 
fered the torture of its flamea for Judaizing. This dreadM mtneaa 
of human ferocity mm destroyed in the year 1809, when Bonaparte'a 
troops went down to Andalusia and its materials were employed in 
the erectum oi Taxiooa fbrtificationa at the gates of Se^Dla. [The 
anthor has taken a lew other passages from Puigblanch, whose work 
hm been tranilated by Walton, portioina of whose Teralon I have not 
lieaitated to adopt where I pfefened it to my own» — TranMor»} 

^l$iB not true that Sum or Snaan waa conwted to the ftith at 
the last lumr of hia life. The anonymous writer of Seville^ whose 
mannacript I haye oited» says, that when the people were leading 
Snaon to the flames, the rope waa drawn too tight, and as he set up 
for a wit, he said to a bystander, " lift up thia Tuniaiaahood forme." 

K2 
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ation, whom they likewise hurnt, and whose wealth 

could not shield them. On this all the converts took 
alarm, and fled in great terror from the city and arch- 
diocese. And they placed them in Seville^ and forbad 
them to depart from it on pain of death. And they set 
guards at the gates of the city, [and apprehended so 
many that they were at a loss where to put them]/* 
Still many of them contriYed to flee to the lands of 
their masters, and into Portngal and into the territory 
of the Moors..,....! have no desire, at present, to 
write any thing more about the mischief caused by this 
wicked heresy, and shall content myself with saying 
that as this £re is now kindled, so shall it continue to 
bum until it reach the end of the dry wood, which 
must blaze until the Judaizers be consumed, so that 
not one of them, nor even one of their children of 
twenty years old and upwards may remain aUve, if 
infected with the same leprosy, even though less dis- 
eased with it than their parents.'^ With such ardent 
and such brutal zeal did the clergyman Andr^ Bernal- 
dez write in praise of the Inquisition ! And while tlie 
judges of this tribunal thus insolently and arrogantly 
strutted about Seville, the neighbouring city of Cor- 
dova had already been tiie scene of acts of the utmost 
severity. 

One of the first persons reduced to ashes for the crime 



The words in brackets arc not given in the author's text, but 
I have inserted them, as I find them in a note of his a few pages 
further on, and think they will make whftt follows dearer than it 
would otherwise be*— TnuMjotor. 
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of Judaizing^^ was Pedro Fernandez de Alcaudetej 
treasurer of that church. The discovery of his guilt 
is vulgarly reported to have been attended with a 
thousand marvellous particulars, such, for example, as 
the following : In the year 1483, when die procession 
took place on Holy Thursday,^ at the time of placing 
the Most Holy** on the monument*^ of the Cathedral 
of CcSrdova, some persons observed that from one of the 
treasurer's shoes blood was issuing so profusely, that 
his foot was quite bathed in it. It seems that several 
people informed hiin of this strange occurrence, and 
that he was much troubled at the information, and, 
owing to the state of alarm he was in, could not utter 
a word. The Canons met him in the chapel of Acacio 
(ever since that time called the chapel of blood), and on 
pidling off his shoes, they found concealed in one of 
them the sacred form, which he should have consumed 
at the general communion, which had been that day 

* Coleccion de los autos gencrales 7 particulares dc fe celebradoa 
por el tribunal de la ciudad de C6rdoba, anotados y dados k luz por 
el licenciado Gaspar Matute y Luquin (el docto fOdlogo Don Luis 
BTaria Ramirez y las Casas-Deza) C6rdoba, 1839. 

The festival commemorated by this name in the Spanish Church 
M not Ascension day^ which tec sometimes caU Bofy ThwMdmy^ biU the 
Thursday in Passion week. — Tramhtor^ 

^ That is to say the consecrated wafer. — Translator. 

s5 Monuments aiewoodea struotures, placed in Spanish Cathedrals, 
on the Thuxaday m Passion week ; that of Seyille is the finest, it 
leaeihes to within a few feet of the roof, and is divided into several 
compartments (perhaps I might say stories), on each of which colos- 
sal %ures are placed to represent scenes connected with our SaTiour's 
Passion, &c. When lighted up at night, these monum^ts {nesetit 
a most brilliaat and gorgeous appearance.— lYioiia^is^or. 
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administexed* Bat thk is altogether fieibiilom. The 

imprisonment of the treasurer resulted from the trial of 
a miBtress living with him^ upon whom punishment had 
been inflicted: on being accused of Judaizing^ thia 
woman at first denied, but afterwards acknowledged 
her guilt, and concluded by saying that Fedro Femaii<^ 
dez de Alcaudete, her paramour, in spite of his dignity 
of treasurer to the Cathedral, and of the Christian life 
he apparently led, was, like herself, an obsenrer of 
the Mosaic law. When the Inquisitors went to take 
Alcaudete, he made an armed resistance, in which he 
was assisted by his serrants, who killed the chief Algua* 
zil of the Holy Office, who had made the best £ght 
to dear a passage for himself | but in the end the serv- 
ants were put to flight, and then the ministers laid hold 
of the treasurer, and after securing iiis person, took him 
to the prisons of the Inquisition, giving him occasional 
pushes as well as blows with the backs of their swords 
on his way thither ; and into these prisons was he cast 
till Saturday the ^th of February, 1484. 

On this day he was brought out to the public act, 
degraded from his orders^ stripped of his ecclesiastical 
habits, and left with a doth coat upon him: he was 
then handed over to the secular arm and condemned to 
be burnt alive. A yellow a^uia^ with long sleeves to 
it, was then put upon him, also a head-dress in the 
shape of a long cap (or mitre) terminating with a 

^ The dictionary of the Boyal Spanish Academy informs m thst 
the a^uba was a MooariBh garment worn by Spanigh ChriBtians and 
Moon» Imt does wA describe it ; neither does 8eoane,^IWNMMer« 



Digitized by Google 



m.] TMB JSWS IH SPAtK. 

eoloured taaael, md lastly a labels beariag ia laige 

letters^ the inscription 

THIS FBLU>W HATH JtTDMZBD. 

In this ftshion, riding on a donkey, was he con- 
ducted to the site ftppointed ibr the burning-place, 
where the sentence was carried into ezecntion. 

These and other instances of punishments inflicted 
by the Inquisition spread terror over the whole of 
Andaliisia — so much io» that the people fled to foreign 
countries from well-founded fear of the brutal and 
inhuman acts that were perpetrated, without the slight- 
est opposition, by the judges of the tribunal called My. 
Heman Perez del Fulgar, chronicler to the Catholic 
SoTereignSj in his account of the calamities which at* 
tended die establishment of the Inquisition in Spain, 
speaks thus : at this period^ in the cities and towns of 
Andalusia, and especially in Seville and Cordova, there 
were found to be four thousand houses and upwards, in 
which many persons of that race " (the Jewish)" dwelt ; 
who, with their wives and children, withdrew them- 
selves from the land. And although a large portion of 
that territory was depopulated by the removal of these, 
people, and although it was notified to die Qneen that 
trade was on the decline ; yet did she, lightly regarding 
the diminution of her reoenues m eompariion wUh the 
advantage gained hy the purification of her territories^ 
declare ihat^ postponing all question of interest, she urns 
determined to purge the country from that em of hereey, 
believing that act of hers to be a service rendered to God 
and herself:''' 

Parte 2% cap. xuxtu., fol. UT,^Tran*laior. 
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To what excess have our historians carried their 
flattery of royal personages 1 The learned Hemaa 
Perez del Pulgar asserts that the Galliolic Queen did 
not regard [the destruction of commerce and trade* 
nor that of her own rerenues, provided she Gonld 

root out llie bad seed of those Christians in name 
but Jews in heart, that had been sown in lier realms. 
It cannot be doubted that with the establishment of 
the Holy Tribunal the ruin of trade commenced, and 
though by its destruction the income of the crown 
began to diminish, this was trebled by the confiscated 
goods of 80 many wealthy persons. Suson alone was 
worth ten millions* probably of marayedis. In con- 
sequence of ' this, the hapless Jews fled from the In- 
quisitors (those robbers in towns)* and abandoned the 
cities* to sare their lives and ^properties in foreign king- 
doms from the voracity of tliosc wolves.'- Other un- 
fortunate converts went to Eome to complain of the evil 
proceedings of the ministers of the Holy Office. Pope 
Siztus the Fourth, dispatched a briei, dated the 29th of 
January* 1481*" to Ferdinand and Isabella* Sovereigns 
of Spain, for the purpose of setting before their eyes 
the numerous complaints which had come to Rome 
respecting the first judges of the Inquisition at Seville* 

* ** On this, all the converts took alarm, and lied in great terxor 
from the city and archdiocese. And they placed Lkcm m Seville, 
and forbad them to depart from it on pain of death. And they set 
guards at the gates of the cAty, and apprehended so many that they 
were at a loss where to put them-" Andres Bemaldez. 

Don Juan Antonio Llorciite, Historia critica de la Inijuisiciou* 
riezas justi^cativafi, No. 1, 
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for persecuting a multitude of persons who were thorough 
Catholics — ^for tonnentmg them with great' cruelty — ^for 
declaring them heretics, with the view of condemning 
them to deaths in order to get possession of their 
estates — ^and^ in short, for passing sentence on them 
in so barbarous a manner as to force the people to 
flee away in terror to foreign lands^ to which they 
looked for the safety of their lives. He concludes the 
brief by saying that the Inquisitors Morillo and San 
Martin deserved signal punishment and forfeiture of 
office, and that he was restrained, solely by respect for 
the authority of the Catholic Sovereigns, from taking 
the necessary measures for giving satisfaction to the mul- 
tudes of persons aggrieved by the proceedings of such 
.avaricious and unprincipled judges. 

As a striking proof of the public opinion, that, in 
establishing the Inquisition, the Catholic Sovereigns 
had no other object than the replenishment of their 
exhausted coffers with the confiscations of the goods 
belonging to heretics, I shall copy a portion of the brief 
which the same Sixtus the Fourth issued on the 23rd of 
January, 1483, in reply to a letter from Queen Isabella, 
in which this lady asked to have the form and plan of 
conducting and directing the Inquisition settled for her 
at Rome, in order more effectually to increase the fruits 
to be reaped from the erection of this tribunal. The 
following words which we read in the afore-mentioned 
document arc worthy of close attention:— 

Thgu seemst to doubt whether We, on seeing 

the care thou employest in punishing with severity 
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the perfidioiu persons who, in the ^uise of Christians, 

blaspheme Christ, crucify Him with their Jewish 
infiidelity, and obstinately persevere in their apostasy, 

desire of worldly gain than from zeal for the faith and 
OaAoUo truth or fear of Qod; bat then mayest rest 
satisfied that we have never entertained the slightest 
suspicion of this : for^ though certain individuals have 
whiepered eame ikkiga to coeer Ae miquiiieB of the 

persons who have been punished y we have nevci' been 
able to believe that any isymtice hath been committed by 
Aee or thy ilhtetrioue cornori, our dearly bdoved eon. 
We know your sincerity, piety, and devotion towards 
God* We do not believe every spirit; and although 
we Ueien to the eomphdnte of aU, we do noi, ihero' 
fore, attach credit to them** ^ 
Bat there never was a time when the troth was not 
corrapted by historians, who are sometimes led away by 

^ Llorente.— Historia critica de la Inquisieion. — ^Piezas jnstift- 
oatLvaa, No. 3. *' Quod autem dubitare Tidefis dob fonan existixnaie* 
com in perfidos illos qui Christiairom nomen ementiti« Christum 
UaBphemant et Judaidl perfidi& crucifigxuit, quando ad unitatem 
redigi nequeant, tarn severe animadvertere cures, ambition e potius ct 
bonorura temporaliura cupiditate quam zelo fidei et catholicGe vcri- 
tatis vcl Dei tiriiorc, ccrto scias nc ullam quidem apud iios cjiLs le'i 
fuisse suspicifmeiii. Quod si nun defueriiit qui ad protegendum 
eorum scelera multa ausurrarint, nihil tameii siniatri de tuil vel 
praefati charissimi lilii nostri, consortis tiii illustriB, devotionc pcr- 
Buadere nobis potuit. Nota est nobis sincoritas, ct pietas vestra, 
atque in Deum religio. Non credimus omni spiritui. Si alienig 
quereUs aures, non tamen mentem prseetamus." [The whole of thia 
(juiioua bull iB given by Llorente.— IrorM^otor.] 
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the grossest ignorance, and sometimes influenced by 
fear and giveii to liattery« What praUes have they not 
layished upon die catholic zeal of Ferdinand the FiiUi, 
for exterminating the Jews who lived in his dominions 
under the cloak of Christians^M if in all this monarch's 
actions the increase of the 6ith were his ruling prin- 
ciple ! What amount of merit have they not awarded to 
his unreasonable and unjust usurpation of the kingdom 
of Navarre (then in a state of schism), praising up to 
the skies the bold stroke of the Catholic king, and 
spreading the report that it was taken by him with the 
sole object of maintaining the unity of the faith in the 
Peninsula! Oh, poor mortals! How weak is your 
understanding and how easily deceived I A thing done 
out of mere covetousness and in opposition to Christian 
piety, is now prodaimed by your tongues to be an act 
df service rendered to Grod I An ambitious desire to 
augment the number and extent of seigniories attached 
to the crown is called by you zeal for the increase of 
reUgion! 

Don Diego Hurtado de Mendoza, historian of the 
war of Granada, undertaken by Philip the Second 

against the rebellious Moriscos, and one of the ablest 
politicians, not only of those but of all ages, says, in 
a memorial presented to the Emperor Charles the 
Fifth :** It is clear that when a person has a district 
within or near a seigniory, by which that province may 
be injured, the seigneur may with justice deprive that 

This work, in manuscript, and other papers likewise unpublished, 
are in the library of the author. 
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Individual of the right of admiBsion to it, and give him 
an equivalent for it in another quarter^ in which he 
may dwell free from suspicion. The best reoion ike 
CathoUe 8(nereign9 could atte^e for thmr oecupoHm 
of Navarre, was the injury which might be done in thai 
quarter to the whde of S^mm / and it toae on this prm- 
cijjle (hat the Icing of France actedf*^ when he took pas- 
eeesion of Burgundy, which is the key to his kingdom. . • 
Among learned men (kU woe, at thai time, considered 
a better title tJutn approbation or investiture on the 
ground of schism.*' ^ 

Thus did Ferdinand the Fifth throw a doak of 
Christian piety over his ambition and avarice, deceiving 
by these means a large portion of the human race.^ 
But how soever it may serve the interest and con- 
venience of the wicked to conceal the truth from the 
eyes of all human beings, it succeeds, eventually, in 
elicdding its light abroad and dispelling the clouds of 
falsehood, which may obtain a temporary triumph over 

« ** Upon the death of Charles the BoId» he " (Louis xi. of France) 
" seized with a strong hand Bui^tindy and Artois, which had be- 
longed to that priaoe." BobertBon's State of Europe, sect. 2iid. — 
Translator, 

Alluding to the Pope's permission, to Ferdinand to conquer the 
kingdom of Navarre, which hie holiness had declared to he in a state 
of scliism. Zurita Ilistoria del Key Ikrnando, lib. ix., cap. 53, 
Abarca. Analesde Aragon, reign of Fcrdinaiid, chap. 20 .— Translator, 

** I am jatromjlv inelinod to siispt ct tluit tlie author deceives himself 
in SuppnsiiiL; that Ferdinand deceived a,iiY considerable portion of the 
comm\:nity : it is l;ir more ]irobable that his wickedness was seen 
thronf;li liv thousands, who durst not express their opinions respect' 
ing the conduct of this powerful prince, — Tramlator, 
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it and blind the human intellects, which always go hand 

in hand with igaoraace and are ever fond of vulgar 
tales. 

I am persuaded that, in discoursing thus about king 
Ferdiaand the Fifth, I shall draw down upon myself 
the ill-will of many, who will be silly enough to accuse 

me of being a bad Spaniard, merely because I do not 
allow my pen to repeat the errors which, up to this 
time, have falsified the history of my country. But I 
ask those who would brand me with, the imputation of 
being a bad Spaniard for speaking ill of bad Spaniards, 
is not the unhappy Jewish race, which, through its 
misfortunes, has been domiciled in these lands ever 
since the seTentieth year of the Christian era, as Spanish 
as oin own? Could difference of religious persuasion 
irom that of the idngs and a majority of the nation 
deprive the Jews of their country? A word in their 
behalf: if denied the title of Spaniards, have they not 
the title of men, and even a still stronger one than that 
of men, that of an unfortunate people ? How then can 
I palm off covetousness and robberies as Christian acts ? 
This would be equivalent to canonizing wickedness, 
and attributing to the doctrine of the gospel that which 
is diametrically opposed to it. Let writers influenced 
by fear and in the habit of flattering others praise up to 
the skies those exploits of kings and tyrants of the world 
that deserve to be buried in the dust and obliterated 
from the memory of man. Let them apply the name 
Great to him, who to the injury of more than a hundred 
thousand of his subjects, dictates measures which tend 
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to the increase of his treasury, while he regards the 
8acri£ce of human life as the mere overthrow of an 
obstacle to his acquisitions. Let them extol those who, 
to increase their seigniories, ruin commerce and agri- 
cuiture^ oppress tradesmen and farmers with taxes^ and 
rob the earth of the hands which should be employed 
in its cultivation, in order that these same hands may 
grasp the lance instead of the plough and the spade» 
and be engaged in the destruction of their brethren. 
Let them, in shorty proclaim that they are wonderfully 
Christian kings who, in opposition to the commands 
of Jesus Christ, oppress men who have not embraced 
the faith — who think that the understandings of men 
can be led by violence into the belief of what is re* 

pugnant to them, and attempt to convince their op- 
ponents, not by reason, which distinguishes us from 
bjrutes and savage animals, but by force, which levels 
us to the grade of the brute creation. This style 
of preaching the Gospel is unworthy of men who call 
themselves Christians, for it is forbidden by Jesus Christ 
Be it left to Mahomet and those who preach falsehoods 
to convey iheir religion to men's understandings at the 
point of the sword. Truth needs no ibrce to obtain 
credit for itself, and they who take violent means to 
exalt it, are its enemies rather than defenders ; because 

injuries done under the pretext of enforcing truth, 
carry with them hatred, contempt, and reproach. Tor 
how can the oppressed love those who are the cause of 
their oppression ? How can persons think it possible to 
travel by the high road of wickedness to that of good- 
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new? H,ow can they attach any credit to the truth 

when it is presented to their eyes with every appear- 
ance of falsehood? It is true that Ferdinand the Ca* 
tholic rescued the kingdom of Granada from the do^ 
minion of the IMoors : that the Canary Isles, discovered 
in the xeign of Henry the Third, were conquered in hit 
dme : . that he furthered the expedition undertaken by 
Christopher Columbus for the discovery of the New 
Worldj which was foretold by Seneca in one of the 
choruses of his Medea that he incorporated the city 
of Cadiz and the marquisate of Yillena with his crown: 
that he confiscated the county of Pallas: that he re- 
gained Erousillon and Cerdagne for the county of Bar- 
celona, which had been mortgaged to Louis the Eleventh, 
king of France, by John the Second of Arragon : that 
he conquered Mazalquivir/" Oraii, and Bujia: that he 
protected the kingdom of Naples £:om French ag<» 
gression/^ But all our historians have committed an 

* Tlie leazned Ferdinand Coliimbii8» In a maniuczipt prepsred by 
him, in whidi he oompiled all that he found written in the ancient 
Gieek and Roman aufhon zespecting Ameiica* puts down in Ihe 

margin of Seneca's venea: Thia prcphecif wa$ Jt4fiM hf ^ fi^^' 
This maniucript ia in the lihrary of Seville cathedral, [My Mend, 
Ui, Clark, in hia OoqMffAo, page 221, aaya, Cdlnmbna himaeli; in 
a memoriiil whidi I have seen in hia own hand, appealed to this 
* prophecy,' ait he called it"— TVontAitor.] 

« Soinetimei called Alcftaar«>qiiiver,-*7^tmiAilpr. 

^ See MonarqnSa de Bspafia por Pedro Salaaar de If endoaa, 
lib. in. tit. Tlx. cape. S, 5, 6, S, S, 10, 11, 18, and lib. m. tit tux. 

8. Znrita, Analea de Aragon, lib. zx., patnm, but particularly 
diapteiB 25, 47* 64, 60, 67, 68, 87, 88, 89, 90, 91, 92. Historia del 
Key Hernando, Hb. i. caps. 7» 10, 13, 14, 19, 20, 88 ; lib. capa. 34, 
(1, 63, 63, 64 ; lib. yi. cap. 16 ; lib. xx. capa. 1, 14, 16. Abarca, 
Aaalea de Aragon, reign of Feidinaiid, capa. 1, 2, 3, 4, 0, 13, 16, 19, 
%l, 28. — Drtm$lafor, 
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error, and, in my opinion, a ^$ai error, in their 

narratives of the lives of kings: they measure the 
good actions of monarchs and the benefits which their 
good govemment confers upon their subjects by their 
successful battles, by the cities they have won, by the 
glory they hare acquired in their military enterprises. 
Triumphs these are, indeed, and worthy of praise, but 
unworthy of occupying, as they do, not only the princi- 
pal place in their histories, but the whole of the reader's 
attention with the accounts of marches and counter- 
marches of armies, the sites of sieges and positions of 
military encampments, the assaults made upon cities, 
the enemies' attacks in open field or amid rugged 
sierras and mountains, the number of killed and 
wounded, and other things which, firom such con- 
stant repetition as well as from their own tiresome 
nature, are apt to weary the mind. 

Some persons'" will say that Ferdinand the Fifith*8 
prudence was not limited to the mere care of augment- 
ing his states and territories, but was extended to their 
prosperity and improvement. How vain are their as- 
sertions, and how easily may their incorrectness be 
exposed 1 Of this I shall give dear proofs in the 
course of my history: for the present, I must attend 
to matters connected with the Inquisition and the per- 
secutions raised against the conyerted Jews. 

I suspect that the author ptirticularly alludes to Zurita and 
Abarca. It is very surprising that a man of such learning and 
gf»nerally good judgment as Mr. Prescott should eulogize the fOTUiei 
histoiion in the manner he does. — TramUUor, 
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In the year 148S, Fray Tomds de Torquemaday an 
inferior judge of the Holy Office, was elevated to the 
lank of InqnisitDr-Genml m the Jdngdoma ci Castile 

and Airagon.*^ In order to double the confiscations and 
increaae thereby the pro&ts of Ferdinand the £iith, he 
ordered a large munber of this king's snbjects to be 
burnt.' The children and families of these persons 
were reduced to the greatest poverty i but what did 
the depopulation aid misery of his subjects signify to 
this monarch, provided the extent of territory subject 
So him was increased if his conquests i what cared he 
if, owing to the wars which he was obliged to sustain 
ioi the preserration of his conquests^ he saddled uq^ 
happy Spain with the weight of heavy taxesp which, 
though they made her powerful abroad by the fi>rce 
«f arms, reduced her to extreme misery at home, as 
was more dearly seen afterwards in the latter years 
of Philip the Second's reign, and throughout the reigns 
ef his sueeesBors Philip the Tbhrd, Philip the Fourth, 
and that blockhead Chailes the BeoonA^l 

M Ziiiita, Aaales de Azagon, lib. ^ evp* 4S ; ^^BtSfgl^t Anilet de 
Ben]ls» yean 14S3 and l52i,'^T^muiatar. 

ta «« Spain, llie liead <tf meli m extensive nioaardiy, was the 
mly comitxy iii^afverialie4 by ita eontribiitioiis towards the pore- 
Mrralian of studi vast posBcarioni ; this wsa move pattieiilarly the 
case m Hie loyal xealms of Castile: the dis^aas was oecasieiied by 
the naw taxes, wbieh Philip iniposed witili the eoQsent of Ihe states : 
this was the cgmmepgement of the ^opopnlaliim and tfouhles which, 
m comse of time^ eeiqe upon Castile; and this kingdom, once so 
Qpa^ast, begaa to deefipe in cxmsequffnce of the rapidity with which 

timteisit wasuwihletohearwerehudiipoait ; and the minds 

ef the siil3jeets weice filled with ao slli^ astoniahmeiit, when they 
thoQ^t of the amy mjllions tha^ had come finom the liadies during 

L 
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Torqaemftda, in order to persecute die Jews with 

redoubled severity, created four inferior tribunals;* 
one at Seville, another at Cordova, a third at Jaen* 
and the fourth at a town of La Mancha, then called 
Villa (but now Cuidad) Eeal. The last^mentioiied 
tribunal was ^^Ukerwards transferred to Toledo," ia 
which city the Inquisitors began to preach to the 
converts and urge upoD those who persisted in Ju* 
daizing the necessity of denouncing themselves to the 
Holv Onicc ; for by such a proceeding they would 
escape with slight punishment, whereas this would 
not be the case if informations were laid against 
them by others. No Jews appear to have presented 
themselves to the tribunal to ask for mercy and ab- 
jure the errors into which they had relapsed : on the 
contrary, they are reported to have formed a con- 
spiracy, the design of which was to occupy the ayennes 
of the four streets through which the procession was 
in the habit of passing on Corpus day,^ to take po»> 

hit '* [Philip <he Second's] ' ' reign, and they commented en the etrange 
hietorical ftet that in the yeer 1595, in the ipsce of eight au»die» 
thiity-flTe miUions of gold and ailver, which would have auffieed to 
enrich every prince in Enrope, had paaaed the bar ol San JAcar^ and 
in IMS there waa not a tingle veal in Cattite, and they aaked wkai 
kadbMomB of th§ weaiUiy riven or Met of fold, and itUo wkai ckmrnti 
hadikB^jhwedf* OU Oonxalet BfrviU : Yida y hechoa del ley Don 
Felipe III. [lib. i. cap. 16. The San L6ear here mentioned it San 
Lacai de Barrameda, at the mouth of the Onadalqiiivir. — ThMt* 
iator.] 

«i Zaniga, Analea de Sevilla, ano UM.—TnmMor. 

" In 1485, PSiamo, lib. ii. tit. it. cap. 7.— TVanifiiAsr. 
The fiiat Thursday in Jone it, if my memory UaX me not* ibm 
day on which the proceaaion of the conaecrated wafer (or Gorpna 
Chrltti, aa Bomanistt teem it) uaoatty takea pkce in Spain. — IVmw* 
hior. 
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session of the city gates and the cathedral tower, to 

put all the Christians to death, and make a declaration 
i^nst the continuance of the royal authority, which 
had gi^en countenance and aid to the barbarity that 
had been displayed in oppressing and plundering the 
towns. But this conspiracy was discovered on Corpus 
eve by the corregidor,** who apprehended some coh- 
Terts, and, by torturing themj succeeded in obtaining 
accurate informatiofn of the whole plot formed by the 
unhappy Jews to punish the robbers of their estates, 
the destroyers of their houses, the deiamers of their 
race, the persecutors of their persons and their con- 
sciences. When this came to the knowledge of the 
corregidor, he ordered one of the culprits to be hanged 
at the time of the procession, as a warning to the rest; 
and on the following day, Bachelor Latorre (one of the 
ringleaders in the conspiracy) and four other converted 
Jews underwent the same punishment. And as the 
number of the offenders was so considerable as to 
render it impossible to punish them all, for they 
could not condemn the majority of its inhabitants 
without depopulating and otherwise injuring the city, 
the covetous inquisitors determined, though with much 
reluctance, on reducing tho punishments to pecuniary 
fines, instead of total coniiscatiou of property. They, 
eventually, drew from these sources large sums of 
money, which the king received with much pleasure 
and satisfaction, as they sufficed to keep his armies 
in pay for a considerable time. 

A conegifUir is ** a magistrate appointed by the king to govern 
a district.'* Seoane*$ DicHomrif, — TftaiUUxtor, 
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At this Beaacm the authorities of the Holy Office 

called upon the Rabbis of the synagogue at Toledo 
to swear ia their presencej according to the Mosaic 
fonn, Aat they would acquaint the tribunal with the 
names of all coayerted Jews who had obstinately per- 
sisted in Jodaiiingy end also threatened them with 
heavy penalties, death not excepted, in case of a breadi 
of their oath. In addition to this, they ordered the 
Jews to put «p in their synagogues certain large 
placards of ExooHMUNiCATiONy aeeordin^ to ihe usual 
form adopted by ob*erv^s of the Mosaic law, fulminated 
against all Jews who, when acqnatnted with the names 

of persons formerly converted to the Christian religion 
and now gone astray ^om it, should not give informal 
tion of the same to the holy and pious tribunaL So 
fond were the Inquisitors of excommunicating, that they 
u/aniediheJ(m$themaehe9toexcammu»MU0m»^ 

This caused an increase in ihe number of the aooosed, 
the imprisoned, the reduced to ashes, and, in a word, 
the robbed. Andr^ Bemaldez, who was both a witness 
to all these atrocities and a friend to the judges of the 
Inquisition, relates that *' since the year 'SS [14S8J, the 
Inquisitors i>f 8eville had burnt more than seren hnn* 
dred persons, reconciled more than five thousand, and 
punished .some who had already been in gaol lour or 
five years and upwards with perpetual imprisonment: 
while others they dragged out of their prisons to clothe 
them with red sambenitos,^ with crosses on them before 

^ See LloTontc, cap. vii. art. 2, last paragraph. — 7'rf?w5/f7ff>r. 

M There were abo yeUow sambemtos. The sambenito id a large 
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and behind ; and in this way they had to walk about 
for some time ; after which these were taken them, 
thai the hmd might not bo additionillf disgraced by 
the sight of such exhibitions." Hemau Perez del Pul*- 
gaTj ia hk Cronica de los Sejres Catolicosy declares that 
two thousand of these ( Judaizers) wero burnt on dif- 
ferent occasions in some of the cities and towns^ and 
others condemned to perpetual imprisomnent.''*' 

The eupiditf of the Inquisitors and king Ferdinand^ 
not satisfied with the amount, considerable as it was, of 
the confiscated properties of the heretics^ invented a 
new plan to increase it : they determined to institute 
legal proceedings against some converted Jews who 
had been rery rich, and who» fdrtunately for them- 
selves^ were no longer alive. As a matter of course, 
these were found guilty^ and by this means the funds 
of die roy«l treasury were augmented^ and the Inquisi* 
tors became more and more eager to make similar 
prizes. The aforesaid Heman Perea del Fulgar writes 
that " aiar^e fumher of these ^ (deceased Judaisers) was 
found, whose goods and hereditaments were taken and 
applied to the king's and queen's exchequ«r."^ 

tcapulaiy, worn by persons condemned of heresy or strongly sus- 
pected of it, and on other spt'cial accasions : tlie word is a cor- 
ruption of saco bouiito, which Mr. Prescott seemti to doubt : I find, 
however, that Pkramo, in his Latiii history of the InquisiUou, always 
renders it by the words aaccua benedictm, — Translator, 
Parte 2^, cap. 77 Translator, 

Parte segunda, cap. 77 ; P^iramo (lib. ii. tit. ii. cap. 3) says, 
*' Similiter etiam in eos qui non multo ante decesserant, Liquisitio 
facta est : quorum autem crimina probabantuTi eorum OMa si inventa 
essent, coneremata sunt. Hi fuerunt numero non pauci, quorum turn 
filii declarabantur publicis honoribns ac muncribus indigni; turn 
▼ero bona omnia Eegum erario confiscabantur." — Dnmikitor» 
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The avarice of Ferdinand llie FifUi wonld not even 
allow him to respect the dead. He ordered their bodies 
to be disinterred and converted into ashes by the de- 
vouring flames, and, at the same time, he despoiled the 
children and heirs of the deceased of the estates which 
they had honestly and legally inherited, and thns re- 
duced them to extreme poverty. This was the act of 
that king so much enlogiaed in our histories by his 
flatterers, who either were foolishly deceived or dorst 
not speak the truth. It was on the confiscations that all 
his zeal for the increase of the Christian religion in hie 

lands and seigniories depended : it was on the confisca- 
tions that his desire to maintain the unity of religion in 
his dominions— an action abont which his panegyrists 
have cackled so much — depended. It is true that he 
applied the proceeds of them to the conquest of other 
lands ; but, in doing this, he impoverished his own ? 
it is likewise true that it was he who opened the door 
to his successors to carry the fame of Spanish valowr 
into foreign kingdoms, at the expense of commerce and 
agriculture in Spain : but as the Spaniards made proof 
of their valour by injuring foreign states, the only firuils 

they reaped of it were the envy and admiration of the 

vanquished and oppressed, while Spain herself became 
odious to every province in the world, which felt the 
burden of her arms and the tyrannical rule of her kings. 

In the year 1485 many Judaiaers, disgusted at the 
measures adopted i^inst them by Pedro de Arbues 
(then an Inquisitor and now a saint!), determined to 
put him to death : he was slain while on his kneea ia 
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the metropolitan church of St. Saviour's at Zaragoza, at 
the hour of mad]is» while the other canons were praying 
in the choir. Pedro de Arbues was accustomed to go 
armed with a coat of mail under his dress, and an iron 
casque to protect his head ; the casque was concealed 
by a cap placed over it: whence it appears that the 
aarnt was prepared for a like mischanoe, though his 
Veing accoutred in so warlike a manner was not of 
the slightest avail to him. The old Christians rose up 
against the conyerted Jews, of whom scTeral were ap* 
prehended ; acts of faith {autos de fS) were holden, 
which terminated in the burning alive of many per- 
sons concerned in the death of the saintly Inquisitor, 
and the funds of the royal treasuiy received an ad- 
ditional increase firom the confiscated wealth of the 
delinquents* Heman Peres del Pulgar, speaking of 
these men^ says, " aU their goods were applied to the 
king's and queen's exchequer, and these were very con- 
siderable.** 

'•'^ I havp nothecn able to find thosccxactwords inPulgar, and hardly 
know whetlior the author refers to the concluding sentence of the last 
paragraph but one, or not. It does not appear to me that the historian 
of the Catholic Sovcrei^ius tlierc alludes to the murderers of Pedro 
Arbues, whose death he does not even mention. A minute account 
of this traijical occurrence, and of its fearful consor^uences to those 
concerned in it, may be seen in Zurita's Anales de Araqcui, lib, xx. 
cap. 65. Lloreiite tells a story current in Spain (founded, he says, 
upon a forged document), that the saint appeared, after his death, to 
one Bias Galvcz, and charged him to tell Alonso de -tXjagon, Arch- 
bishop of Zarago^a, to inform Ferdinand and Isabella that seats in 
heaven among the martyrs were reserved for them, for having e<- 
tablished the Inquisition. The saint also commissioned Galvcz to 
inform the Inqiiisitors that glorious seats among the martyrs in 
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Any one would imagine that, with all the oonfia- 

cations abore mentioned, the two Catholic spouses must 
have been very powerful | but it is well for him to 
loiow tfaat^ in entertaining such a notion^ he wanders 
yery far^ from the truth. 

King Ferdinand and Qoeen IsabeBaj in apite of the 
excellent traffic which they carried on through the 
medium of their Inquisitor^ were reduced to the low- 
est ebb of poverty^ which was thns occasioiied: when 
they found the kingdom in a state of extreme destitu- 
tion, instead of applying a remedy to it, they occupied 
themselTes with making eonqnests, on which they spent 
the little stock of their own, in addition to large sums 
which were not their own^ but were exacted from those 
conyerted Jews who had been punished by that trir 
bunaly which was composed of wolves and other fero- 
cious and blood-thirsty wild beasts, that prowled about 
the world in the disguise of human beings* 

In order to show the amount of the sums expended 
by the Catholic Sovereigns on the war of Granada, I 

besven were also prepared for them, out of rupect for ikmir Jkrmnen 
in vpholdmg the InquieHioth mut that they might be asmred tktjf had 
done mU in committing to many perwam to i^JlamMt •namttieA aa aU 
whom they had punished with death, save one, ufere condemned to heU! 

What a pity/' says lAofente, that the saint did not dtdun the 
name of this person /" He proceeds to give a host of reasons to jnvm 
that the document on which the story was founded is a forgery : one 
of them will suffice. The saint speaks of Ferdinand and Isabella as 
.Their MqfestieSt a title which the Emperor Charles the Fifth was the 
first Spanish monarch who eirer assumed. See LloveRte's ^iiMit 
Crttica de la Inqniswion, cap. vi. art. 4. — Translator. 

w Literally, a hundred mUUtme qf kaguee* A modTftta dirt iim T 
j^I^rantkitarm 
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shall cite Hernau Perez del Fulgar's account of the 
way in which things were oondacted at the blockade of 

Baza/^ and the plan adopted by the Queen for sup- 
plying the whole ChrisUan camp : for though I am not 
fend of inserting many quotations from ancient anthore 
in my histories/' it will not, for all that, be out of the 
way to introdooe some in this place» as they will give ad- 
ditional authority to my work, and sileiuse those who do 
not believe many truths, which, if they rested on my 
hare assertion, wouU thereby mn the risq ue of being dis- 
credited. Now these are the words of Pulgar (as they 
appear in his afore-cited chronicle j respecting the block- 
ade of Saza: ''Since, owing to the difficnltifis and 
losses incurred by the transport of supplies, no trades- 
man, induced by the hope of deriving a pro£t there- 
fiom, would bestir himself to bring any' &r side, the 
Queen ordered fourteen thousand beasts to be hired, 
in order that the army might be provisioned. More- 
over, she ordered aU the wheat and barley that could 
be procured in all the cities, towns, and villages of 
Andalusia, and in the lands belonging to the Master^ 
ships of Santiago and Galatrara, and in the territories 
lying between the Friorate of San Juan and Ciudad 
Beal, to be bought up, and charged certain persons to 
receive it, and others to convey it to the mills, request- 
ing the millers to grind it. • . • • .the barley and iiour 

» Baza is a town in the province of GhNmada, and about sixteen 
leagiies north-east of the city so called. — Tramlator, 

^ Here I must beg leave to differ from the author, though I see no 
reason why he shoold make an apology for quoting any ffood writer, 
ancient or modem.— IVisiiiBftir* 
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were received by officers appointed by the Queen^ and 

by them conveyed to a place called the granary. The 
receivers were bidden to sell it to the soldiers at a 
fixed price^ which neither rose nor fell. Taking into 
account the cost of the wheat and barley^ and the 
price at which these commodities were sold, and other 
expenses incurred, the loss on this commercial transaction 
was ascertained to be forty millions o/maravedis arid up* 
wards^ in the space of six tnonAe. But, m oddiHon to 
the other expenses incurred, the Queen was obliged to 
make this outlay for the provision of the camp, in order 
to remove aU grounds of complaint about the insuf- 
ficiency of the supplies. Moreover, as the blockade of 
this city was a protracted one, and as time had con- 
sumed a large portion of the money of which the Queen 
was possessed at its commencement (and which was 
derived from the indulgence and subsidy and from 
her own revenues), she determined to raise a loan 
in all her dominions in support of this war. And 
with this object she dispatched letters to all the cities 
and towns, calling upon them each to lend her a 
certain sum according 'to the assessment respectively 
made upon each person* In addition to this, she wrote 
to the prelates, ladies and gentlemen, tradesmen and 
private individuals, to lend her money according to 
their ability. And as they aU knew that the Queen 
was sure to repay the money she borrowed, every one 
lent her as much as he was able* Some ladies and 
gentlemen and other persons, aware of the strait she 
was in, even though they had not been called upon. 
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seeing how she spent her money, voluntarily came for- 
ward and lent her large sums of gold and silver. And as 
these loans, which might amount to a hundred millions, 
were not sufficient to defray the continual expenses that 
occurred in the conrse of the war, she resolved to mort- 
gage a portion of her revenues for a certain ainount of 
xnaravedis, which were to remain as a permanent charge 
on those revenues, payable to all persons who chose to 
become purchasers of them, and she was to pay ten 
thouaand maravedis for every thcmsand ehe received. 
And to the numerous persons in her realms who had 
become purchasers of these maravedis, she ordered 
documents to be given, by which they were put in 
possession of revenues accruing from certain cities, 
towns, and villages in her realms, which they were to 
have and to hold, every year, until the money which 
the Queen owed them was paid off. By this mortgage 
of her revenues a large sum of maravedis was raised; 
hU as this money tooi tpeni and yd did not suffice to 

defray the Jieavy expenses incurred by the constant pay^ 
and other things connected toOh the war, the Queen sent 
aU her gold and siher jewels, trinkets^ pearls, and 
precious stones, to the cities of Valencia and Barcelona, 
to be pawned, and they were pawned for a large sum 
of money 

Whenever the war of Granada was carried on with 
renewed spirit, the expenses of the Catholic Sovereigns 

• Of the troops, I suppose. — TrmukUor, 
Pulgar. Cr6nica de los Reyes Cat61icos. Parte lu. cap. 3.— 
Trafulator. 
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increased, while there was a corresponding decrease in 
the number of sources whence the money £owed in : 
hence it was that^ urged to it by necesrity^ they de- 
termined on applying to those unconverted Jews who 
were reputed to be the most wealthy to supply them 
with heavy loans, payable on the surrender of Granada. 
This appears from the accounts of many historians.** 

As soon as the Sovereigns gained possession of this 
city, which they did on the ISnd*" of January, 14M, 
they found themselves under the necessity of paying 
their debts to their JewiA creditors,, aa they had pro- 
mised to do ; but, owing to the exhausted state of their 
treasury, they were unable to fulfil their word ; for the 
suns of money which they had expended in a war of 

such long duration and with such varied and strange 
fortunes, were enormous, and during the war their reve- 
»aes decreased daily: and while they were in this 
dilemma, Ferdinand the Fifth, as the best plan he 
could think of to get rid of the debt, issued a decree, 
on the Slst of March, 1492, that all the Tews who 
dwelt in the vicinity of the Aljamas of his kingdom, 

Iliaveiuitieflnsay livwsiMCftof^fiir tins Bta^^ Mlgsr* 
in liiB Grtoies ^ los Beyes CstfiUeot, parte 2>, caps. 14 and S4, 
■tales that Ferdinaiid and Inbella Ixnxowed laige aoms of money 
ftmn the CkruHam and AioM cotiimi$, and that the Ptope ^antod 
them a tnbaidy ftom the revrnwea of tke dergg: nnder these 
atances, we y&j naturally infer that the nnoaiiTerted Jewa bad alao 
to contribute a portion of tlidr funds.— •IHiMfotor. 

M Zurita, Analcs de Arag0tt» Hb, zx« cap. 92. Mariana, Historia 
General de Espana, lib* zxr. eiq^ 18. Pedro Salazar de Mendoza, 
Monaxquia de Espana, part. iiz. tit. iii,, ci^. 6. Abaroa» Analea dS 
Afagon, reign of Ferdinand the Fifth, cbap« S.— TVwwlBlipr, 
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should torn Cluristiaiifl withm die space of four months, 

or be banished from it." 

Be it known unto yoa>" said the Catholic SoTe- 
reignsy ^'aad we will have jon to know (fer we bave 
been informed that there have been and are certain 
wicked Christians in our realms), that in the Cortes 
holden byus at Toledo in the year 1480, we ordered 
all the Jews in all the cities, towns, and Tillages 
within onr realnu to live apart from other people, 
end we gave them Jewries and separate places, where 
they might live on in their error, and be stung with 
remorse for it, while in their state of separation : 
moreover, we ordered that an Inquisition should be 
made in all our realms and seigniories, which, as ye 
know, was made twelve years ago, and still continnes 
to be made ; whereby, as is notorious, many culprits 
have been detected, according to the statements made 
to ns by the Inquisitors and many other persons, 
religious, ecclesiastical, and secular : and forasmuch 
as the greatness of the mischi^ which hath be&llen 
and still befalleth the Christians throucrh the asso- 
elation, conversation, and intercourse which they have 
kept up and do still keep up with the Jews, who 
pride themselves on their success in subverting peo- 
ple from our holy Catholic faith, is palpable*. 

In wder that the Jews and Jewesses aforesaid may, 

^ Zuiitat BUtoria M BeyDcm Henumdo el Oatdlico, lib. x. cap, 
S. Absrea, AnaUs de Axagoii» Ferduunoid the HfKh's xeign, ohap. 4, 
Ptoono, lib. n. tit, ii., cap. S, This "writer nnaitB the tune allowed 
the Jews to remaia in Spain to ihne months, TV^mIK tai^rs 
piwitiMo are hie words.— TVwitAi^. 
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ftom the aforesaid day till the end of 3vlj, make 

better disposition of themselves, their goods and pro- 
perties, we, hj the present decree, receive and take 
them under our royal protection, favor, and coun- 
tenance, and grant security to them and tlieir goods 
from the present time till the last day of July aibre* 
said, in order that they may go about in safety, and 
sell, barter, and alienate all their property, moveable 
or immoveable, and freely dispose of it according to 
their pleasure. During the said time, let no hurt, 
injury, or olfence be offered to them, either in their 
persons or property, contrary to justice : all offenders 
against this our royal letter will have to answer at 
their peril for any such breach of law. We also 
permit and authoriae all Jews and Jewesses to carry 
all their goods and pi-operty out of all our said rcahus 
and seigniories by sea or by land, provided they con- 
sist not of gold or silver, or coined money, or other 
things proliibited by the laws of our realms " [to be 
exported], or prohibited articles of merchandize."® 
I shall ])rove tliat Ferdinand the Fifth, in issuing 
his decree for the expulsion of the Jews, was in£uenced 
solely by interest: he was not provided with money 
suflBcient to pay so many and such considerable creditors 
as they were, and, by obliging the Jews to be con- 
verted to the i^th, he knew that the Inquisition would 
institute proceedings against the most wealthy of them, 
and thereby cause all their riches to pass into the royal 

Sec Zurita and Aborca, some chapters as cited in last note. 

— Translator, 
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coffers. I am now going to relate a fact which wiU 

corroborate my opinion, inasmuch as it will clearly show 
that, in all his ondertakiDgs, Ferdinand the Catholic 
looked merely to the triumph of his own ambition in the 
conquest of lands and dominions, and to the success of his 
cupidity in seeking for money to carry out his designs. 

The Jews, who were well ac([uainted with the character 
of the king, made him an oifer of thirty thousand 
ducats, on condition that he and his consort should 
revoke the edict which had been issued for their ex- 
pulsion. As the smell of the money had now disposed 
Ferdinand to be prevailed upon by the solicitations of 
the Hebrews, and as their design was known to the 
Inquisitor Torquemada; this scoundrel, availing himself 
of the privilege of entering into the king's chamber, to 
which (as being the king's confessor) he was entitled, 
brought in an image of Christ crucified, which he had 
concealed in his dress, and showing it to the king and 
queen exclaimed, Judas once sold the Son of God for 
thirty pieces of silver. Your Highnesses are linking of 
selling Him for thirty thousand. Come, my Lord and 
Lady^ here you haoe Him, sell Hinu^^ Such is the 
account of this occurrence given by Posevino in his 
Apparatus Sacer and Luis de P&ramo in his work 
De sanctd Inguisiliane, authors as fanatical as they are 
ancient: this luiiiishes us with a very clear proof of 
the self-deception of those writers who corrupt the 

«® Pkramo, lib. ii. tit, ii., cap. 6. The ])as.sage is quoted from 
Posevino by Prescott in }us history of Perdiaaad and Isabella, vol. u. 
p. 125, ed. Translator. 
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tntth, and believe the above-related oeeotrence to have 
been a lotion invented by foireigners, for the purpose 
of casting a slur upon the fair fame of the Catholic 
Sovere%nfl9 or rallier of Ferdinand the Fifth* Torqae- 
mada himself, proud of having defeated the king's 
favourable intentions towards the poor unfortunate 
Hebrews, issued a fnrions edict, (denouncing most ter* 

rible anathemas against all who should disobey it,) 
that no Christian, after the time speci^ed in the royal 
schedole, should give food or eny thing else to un- 
converted Jews.'' 

It is said that the Spanish Jews then wrote to their 
brelhroi of Constantinople to ask advice and counsel of 
the latter as to what they had best do in the present 
emergency^ and that the Jews of Constantinople an- 
swered diem with the brevity that the case required, 
and with such dispatch as the remote distance of one 
country from another wonld admit, 

I have seen several specimens of the documents, 
every one of which appears to have been written by 
a different author. In order that the reader may con* 
vince himself of thin I shall here transcribe a couple 
of the epistles sent^ with the answers to them*^^ 

LBTTBBS FJtOM THB JEWS OF SPAIN TO THEIB BBBTH* 

REN IN CONSTANTINOPLE. 

Honoured Jews, salvation and grace : Be it 
known unto you that the king of Spaiuji by public • 

'0 Piiramo, lib. n. tit. ii., cap. 6, sect. 6. Zuiita, Mistoria del 
Rey Don Hernando, lib. i. cap. 6. — Translator, 

Tke reader cannot expect that in a translation this diiference of 
utjU sboiU4 be 80 apparent as in tlie original. — Tratisiator, 
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prodamatioiiy ordereth vs to toni Chrisdaiia and is 

aniious to deprive us of our estates, taketb. away 
our liveis> destroyeth our synagogues, and so yexeth 
ns in other ways that wo are in a state of doubt and 
uncertainty how to act. We beg and entreat JjOu by 
the law of Moses, to have the Iqadness to assemble 
together and acquaint us, as soon as possible, with the 
result of your deliberatious. jdbamorro, chief of the 
Jews in Spain." 

Uttbh on T9£ S4VB subject in a siffbrent sttle. 

*^ As brethren and persons of the same persuasion 
as oai:selves, who are equally interested in our mis- 
fortunes, we inform you of what is going on here, 
with the object of hearing your opinion and being . 
ipiided by it in our proceedings : the king of Spain 
hath lately begun to use much ▼iolence and severity 
towards us, particularly in the profanation of our 
synagogues, in putting our fshildren to death, and 
in taking possession of our estates : the worst of all 
is that he commandeth us to turn Christians within 
four months, or depart from his realms. Be particular 
in sending us your opinion on every one of these 
points, as we shall be guided by it. The trouble 
which overwhehneth us preventeth us from coming 
to a decision. The ijaighty God Adonay be with yoi^ 
and us." 

AN8WB& F&OM TjEtB JBWS OF CONSTANTXNOPLB^ 

" Beloyed brethren in Moses, we have received 
your letter, in whipb yp me^tioA the troubles and 
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afflictions that ye endure^ of which as great a portion 
hath fallen to our lot as to yours. This is the opinioxL 
of the great satraps and rabbis. As for what ye say 

about the king of Spain's ordering you to turn Cluris- 
tians, ye should do so, as ye have no other course to 
follow. As for what ye say aboat his oommanding 
you to be deprived of your estates, make your sons 
tradesmeOi and ^us deprive the Christians of thein : 
and as for what ye say about their taking away your 
lives, make your sons physicians and apothecaries* 
and deprive them of theirs : and as for what ye say 
about their taking away your synagogues from you, 
make your sons clergymen, and let them profane and 
destroy the Christian religion and temple. As for 
what ye say about the vexations with which they 
harass youy contrive to get your sons goTemment* 
appointments, whereby they may subjugate your 
oppressors, and ye may be avenged of them. Do 
not act contrary to these directions of ours ; for ye 
will find by experience that, though now in a low 
condition, ye will soon come to be regarded as men 
of some consideration. Usuff, chief of the Jews of 
ConstuuUnople.'* 

THE SAMS ANSWER IN A DIFFERENT STTLB. 

** We have received your letter, and felt as mucii 
concern and pain as it is possible for us to feel at 
your troubles and want of tranquillity: and as fer our 
opinion that ye ask, after conferring with the mo6t 
learned rabbis and cleverest men of tUs synagogue^ 
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we think that the best and last remedy for all these 
evils is to baptize your bodies^ but to continue men- 
tally stedfiwt in your confbimity wiih the require-' 
ments of our law, and by so doing ye will be enabled 
to take veiigeance on them for all the injuries they 
liaTe done you : for if they have pro&ned your syna- 
gogues, make your sons clergymen, and then ye will 
pro&ne their churchea; if they hare slain yonr&therst 
make your sons physicians, and ye shall slay their 
fathers ; if they haye taken estates from you who are 
tradesmen^ contrive to make their estates soon fall 
into your hands; by so doing ye will be avenged 
on them for what they have done^ and intend to do^ 
to yon. The mighty God Adonay be with you.** 

But these documents are altogether apocryphal. The 
real author of them was Cardinal Siliceo, Archbishop of 
Toledo, who gave out, when he published them, that 
they were taken from the archives of his church. In 
making this announcement lie had two objects in view : 
the first of which was to circulate the report that many 
Jews had turned clergymen for the sake of living in 
greater security from the Inquisition ; the second was 
to obtain from the court of Rome the statute of purity,'" 
which was to affect those who held prebends or bene- 
fices in that diocese. Then it was that the apocryphal 
letters mentioned in the first book of this history were 
dispersed throughout Spain in answer to the forged 
ones of Cardinal Silicco : iu fact this was a paper war- 
fiure. The Cardinal declared that all persons of Jewish 

That is, purity of Uood. See note to page 2.—Trantlator, 

M 2 
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descent oi^ht to be expelled from the prebends, bene- 

ficesj and dignities of the Church of God; for the 
majority of those Jews who remained in Spain af^ 
the expabion of their race from that country^ acting 
upon the advice of the Constantinopolitan rabbis, un- 
dertook those charges which best suited their interests J* 
Those Jews who were really converted asserted their 
right to be admitted to such dignities^ inasmuch as their 
ancestors had opposed the death of Christ — a notion 

founded on that letter attributed to the synagogue of 
Toledo. The fact of Cardinal Sihceo being the person 
who strore hardest for the statute of purity in this 
metropolitan city, and the fact that the aforesaid letter 
was attributed to the Jews of the Toledan synagogue 
who did not consent to the death of the Saviour of the 
world (for that was no less than the head and principal 
synagogue of all the Spains in those days, just as the 
cathedral of that city is the head of all the churches 
in these), make me suspect that these documents on 
both sides were, one and all of them, forged fi>r the 

purpose of upsetting the arguments of their opponents. 

As the Jews had no choice left them but either to 
turn Christians, quit Spain^ or die, they began to sell off 
all their goods ; and as the time allowed them to do so 
was so short (for Ferdii^and the Fifth had even taken 
this into his calculation), they were obliged to part with 

Abarca eays that the Jews» on wl^oni, penance was impoeed by 
the Inquisition of Castile, were not Spaniards but Poftuffuesef either 
by birth or extraction. Can national prejudice be carried further 
than this ? See Keiga of JTerdinaad ¥•» chap. 4, — TramkUors 
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their properties for very inadequate prices, and sell them 
for what the Christians chose to give for them ; and» 
according to Bemaldez, theff would barter a home for 

a donkey y and a vineyard for a small ^iece of doth or 

In July 149S» three thousand persons and upwards 

quitted Spain by Benavente for Braganza in Portugal : 
by Zamora, for Miranda in Portugal, thirty thousand : 
by Ciudad Rodrigo for El Villar in Portugal, thirty-five 
thousand : by Alcdntara for Marban in Portugal, fifteen 
thousand : by fiadajoz for Yelves in Portugal, ten thou- 
sand : so that by Casdle alone, ninety thousand Jews 
left Spain for Portugal. By Bioja for Navarre went 
two thousand persons and upwards : by Biscay ,for the 
port of Laredo, three hundred families, which embarked 
for places beyond the seas : from Andalusia and the ter- 
ritory of the Mastership of Santiago by way of Cadiz, 
eight thousand Hebrews and upwards. Such, in short, 
was the case all over Spain. Bemaldez^ on the au- 
thority of a rabbi whom he had converted to Chris- . 
tianity, asserts that the number of Jews expelled from 
Spain exceeded a hundred and sixty thousand. Zurita^*^ 
augments the number to four hundred thousand, and 
Juan de Mariana^^ relates that it amounted to eight 

1* This passage is quoted in Hie history of Perdinand and Isabella 
by Preaoott, who bmeatB tSiat Benisldes'B works are not in print, as, 
being an cyemtneaB of the war of Gxanaday he wonld pvobably oov- 
rect many ezroxs now dttrent reepeeting it. See P&ramo^ lib. ii. 
tit. ii. cap. 6, sect. ll^^Tramtator. 

T5 Historia del Bey Don Hernando el CatfiUeo^ lib. i. e^. 6« — 
<. TrmMor. 

w Lib. XXVI. cap. l.^Trmuiktor^ . ■ • 
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hundred UioimBd* Lastly, Pedro de Aberca" says 

that there were a hundred and sixty (seaenia) thousand 
families, 

Gonsalo de Illescas^ speaking in his Historia Pontifi^ 
cal of the expulsion of the Jews by the Catholic Sove- 
reigns, says : By this holy and rigorous law more than 

twenty-four tliousand families and establishments of Jews 
were compelled to quit Castile. They sold all their poo- 
sessions, and those who went by sea had to pay the king 
two ducats a head. Many of them went into Portugal, 
whence they have, since then, been expelled. Otbets 
betook themselves to France^ Italy, Flanders, uid Ger* 
many* I was acquainted with one at £U>me who had 
once rjssided at Toledo* A very considenible niuaber 
of them went to Constantinople, Thessalonica, Cairo, 
and Barbary. They carried our language. along with 
them, and have poreserved it to this day, and deligfat 
in speaking it ; and it is certain that, in Thessa- 
lonica, Constantinople, Alexandria, Cairo# and other 
commercial oities as wdl as in Venice, they employ no 
other language than the Spanish in buying and selling 
and transactmg bosiness* When I was at Venice^ I waa 
acqu^nted with a great many Jews of Thessalonica, who, 
though mere lads, spoke Castilian as well as, if not bet- 
ter than, I did* Very great, indeed, are the profita 
which the Grand Turk derives from the tributes paid 

n Analss dft )a Conoa da AnfiA [oap. 4 del Bay Fciaando tl 
Cal6U€0. In my edition it Is awww < |f (niifti) , I should otem Ite 
sn Hie ivfiten eited in this paragraph* axeept perhaps B«sldes» 

fiuHfy^ta&t MUm8B»^\tf WOl^VXS^^ ilitriQiorM, 



Digitized by Google 



THE JEWS IN SPAIN. 



167 



him by these people ; and it is said that Bajazeti who 
living when tbej betook thems^lTes to his do* 
minions^ was in the habit of exclaiming (when per* 
sons puffed off to him the wisdom and discretion of 
the Qatholic SoYmigtui), J do not mderHand the ims* 
ifem of the^ Spanish Sovereigns y since^ when they had 
such excellent slaves as these Jews, they banis/ied them 
Jhm thmr tenrHorieeJ'^ 

When these unhappy people departed from their 
howesy the Christians, seeing that jnany of them were 
snftring from the &tigues of travel^ that some of the 
sick and convalescent were either journeying on foot 
<v mounted on miserable steeds, were moved with com^ 
passion towards them^ and are said to have exhorted 
them to receive baptism and to put an end to their 
present and futoxe calamities. Bnt these entreaties 
were of no avail, since the Jews, disgusted at the 
zigofoos ordem of the Catholic Sovereigns, obstinately 
determined to adhere to their law even to death ; being 
persuaded that God would work miracles on their be- 
half, similar to those he had formerly wrought in £gypt, 
and that the land in which they were about to take up 
their abode, was the land of promise, i'his was the 
opiakm of all except a few, who, though not convinced 
of the Messiah's advent, turned Christians, partly from 
£sar of the inconvenieiioes attendant upon travel, and 
partly from their strong fiffiwtion for their native 
conntry,^ 

^ Seg* parte, Ul>. Tl, cap. 25, sect. 2.^Tr(mslator, 

See Fenons, STiiopni Histftrim de EqpafiSy Bn» 149Sy seot. Ut 
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Notwithstanding the injunctions whidi the Cfttfaolie 
SoYereigns had issued to preyent the Jews from carry- 
ing away with them either gold or silver^ they took 
with them large quantities of both these metals, langh^ 
ing in their sleeve at the vigilance of their cruel per- 
secutors, and bringing the gold and silver away, 
concealed in the trappings of their beasts or in the 
inner garments of the women.** Intelligence of this 
trick was conveyed to the Catholic king» who^ there* 
upon, found a new pretext for feeding his insatiaUe 
avarice. Accordingly, on the 2nd of September^ 1492, 
he issued a warrant, signed by himself and his consort, 
for holding a commission of inquiry in the archdiocese 
of Toledo, respecting those Jews who, in defiance of 
his injunctions, had taken out of these realms gold, 
silver, money, or prohibited articles, and also for dis- 
covering what goods they had sold to the ChristkiM, 
and for the immediate sequestration of all such goods. 
Thus did the Christians have to pay out of their pockets 
for the offences committed by the Jews who weia now 
out of the kingdom ! This proceeding of Ferdinand the 
Fifth would be considered an extraordinary one, were 
we unacquainted with his motiye for it; bat it shows 
us that this monarch cared nothing about the exigencies 
of his treasury, for when they began to trouble him, he 
instantly hit upon an expedient fi>r replenisfaing it, and 
dictated some measure for the confiscation of the estates 
of his wealthiest and most powerful subjects. 

^ Bernaldcz, quoted by Llorente, cap. Txu. arU insect. S. P«xms» 
too 1492, sect. 19.— Jroiu/a^, 
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Bat the calamities of the unhappy Hebrews did not 
terminate with their expulsion, by the order of the 

Catholic Sovereigns. Out of five-and-twenty vessels 
that sailed from Cadiz and Fort St. Mary, bound for 
Oran and filled with Jews, seventeen, under tlic com- 
mand of Pedro Cabrou, were shattered on the high seas 
by a' dreadful storm, and> in order to repair the damage, 
he was obliged to anchor in the waters of Cartagena. 
A hundred and fifty persons landed at that port, and 
after applying for and receiving baptism, set out for old 
Castile. The vessels went on to Malaga, and under 
colour of going to ask for proyisions to continue their 
▼oyage, four hundred more families disembarked, and 
embraced Christianity, whilst the remainder of them set 
sail for Fez. The Jews who went to Portugal obtained 
permission from John the Second to live in that king- 
dom for six" months : this permission was granted them 
on condition of their paying him a crusado each. There 
they waited to see what kind of reception and entertain- 
ment had been given to their brethren who went to 
Fez, for it was commonly reported that they had been 
plundered at sea by pirates and in Africa by the Arabs 
of the country. At the expiration of the six^ months, 
seven hundred finnilies and upwards still remained in 
Portugal, each of which had to pay the king the tribute 
of a hundred crusados, besides an additional hundred 
jointly, and a capitation tax of eight crusados for each 
individual. On this the remaining J ewish families de- 
termined to go to the African port of Arcilla and thence 

8> J'errerafi and Abaroa say eight, — Translator, 
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to Fezy in March 1498 ; but as some of {hem went' in 

Moorish, shipsy the Moors^ eager to possess themselyes 
of the goods and chattels of the Jews, mnrdered a laarge 
number of them on the high seas, although contenting 
themselves with merely plundering the majority. On 
receiving this intelligence the Jewa resolved not to 
enter the Moorish territories, owing to their ■well- 
grounded suspicion that in them they would be likely 
to suffer new disasters : accordingly^ they formed a kind 
of encampment in the neighbourhood of Arcilla, where 
they continued for some months without coming to any 
decision. But seeing at last that in every direction to 
which they turned their eyes, misfortunes stared them 
in the &ce, they notified to Count Borba, the PortiK 
guese commandant of the prison-fortress of Arcilla, 
their desire to embrace Christianity and to retom to 
Spain, and requested him to provide them with means 
to put their plans into execution* 

This Portuguese gentleman, touched with a feeling 
of compassion for the calamities of the Hebrews, took 
opportune measures for satisfying the wishes of that 
unhappy race; and, assisted by him, many families 

*■ See F&ramo, lib* n. tit. ii. cap. 6, sect. 11, Llorente, cap. viii. 
art. i. sect. 9. Ferreras, ano 1492, sects. 20, 21, and aoD 1493, sect. 
16. Zuiita, Historia 4e Hernando el Cat61ico, lib. i. cap. 6. The 
following passage ftom the Historia Geral de Portagal, by Lemos 
(quoted by Dunham, in his history of Spain and Portugal), will 
^lOW that the exiles had to undergo eyen greater hardships than 
tSiose mentioned in the text: Na6 ho disivel a persiguiqao que 
fifleroo OS Mouros & «sta escoria das gentes. Elles oe affirontarao, 
08 xouboraob os escamecerao, e d vista dot frttU • do9 mandot donM 
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,kept contiBuaUy pouring into Andaluaia till the year 
1496," some of which had abeady embraced Chris- 
tiauity, whilst others intended to follow their example. 
The xemaindsr of them went to f es, whc|e they met 
with iniDlts of erery description, and were plundered 
by the barbarous rabble, which in all respects (save 
retigions creed) resembled the bratal judges of the 
Holy Office. Another party of Jews, who were ex- 
pelled from Spain, arrived in nine caravels at Naples^ 
and as these persons had on their voyage contracted 
various kinds of diseases, occasioned by the numbers 
huddled together in such small vessels, they carried 
such a tenrible plague with tiiem to the Neapolitan 
kingdom that, in the capital of that state alone, up- 
wards of twenty thousand persons fell victims to its 
ravages.'*** 

The Jews compared their expulsion from the realms 
of Spain to the calamities which their forefathers en- 
dured, when Zion was destroyed and her inhabitants 
dispersed all over the world, in the times of Titus and 
Vespasian. Equal to those, if not greater^ were the 
misfortunes which befel the Jews when they quitted 
these xealnu, on which they looked with the same love 
as Palestine &r ever since the destruction of Jerti- 

^ See FsnersB, sao 1402, sect. 21, and ano 148^ sect. 16«— IVwif- 
kUor, 

M gee Abarca, Anales de Aragon, reign of Ferdinand the Fifth, 
chap. 4. Zurita, Hiatona del B/sfy Hamando al Cat61io9^ lib. x. cap.. 6. 
'^-Translator, 

«B fiee Zwita, work and ebi^tar xeSmd to in last sots.— IVsm* 
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salem they have regarded Spain as their new country, 

and hence originated that aiiection for Spanish things 
which they cherish to this day, holding it, as they 
do, to be t)ie highest honor to them that they are de- 
scendants of those who were expelled from Spain by , 
the Catholic Sovereigna, and speaking the Castiliaii 
language in all its purity, and keeping in perpetual 
memory the Inquisition, which they porutray as a moat ! 
cruel and Toracious fury. Such is their abhorrence of 
this tribunal, that they have even endeavoured to find ' 
in the prophecies of the Old Testament passages di- i 
rected against its ministers. 

[The atUkor here gives an account of some Jewish 
poets, with extracUfrom whose works he fills three 
pages, which, net i» fatigue the reader, tamU,] \ 
Those Jews who lived in concealment in Spain, ' 
when writing to their brethren in foreign kingdoms 
accounts of the persecutions and other punishments to 
which the Holy Office rendered them obnoxious, were 
obliged to be extremely guarded in the expressions 
they used: this tribunal they mortally hated because of 
its present acts of oppression, and also on account of its i 
having been the engine which wrought most power* 
fully in procuring the banishment of their race fi'om 
Spain. And yet there are some who imagine that 
when the Catholic Sovereigns dictated that measure* 
they were not influenced by cupidity, but holy zeal for 
Catholic unity in Spain 1^ | 

M Sec Abarca, Analfis de AragoD, rdga of Perdinand the Fifth, 
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Mistaken, indeed, are they wiio hold such notions 
as these ! jFerdinimd the Fifth never thought about the 
religious unity of the Spanish monarchy. Although 
his hatred was often on the very verge of bursting upon 
the court of Bome^ it remained locked up in the prison 
of his own breast for some years. But at last it came 
to an open exhibition on the occasion of an apostolical 
legate having carried into the kingdom of Naples 
several excommunications, all of them prejudicial to the 
prerogatives of his crown. He then wrote to Count 

Kibagorza, his vlcer(3y, lieutenant^ and captain-general, 
that ^mous letter, which has seen the public light, at 
different times. Among the intemperate expressions 
which we find in it, directed against Pope Julius the 
Second, author of the offence above mentioned, the 
following occur ; ** We have been exceedingly troubled, 
annoyed, and aggrieved at all of this, and are very 
much astonished and displeased at your conduct, when 
we consider how important and how prejudicial to our 
interests, prerogatives, and royal dignity that act was, 
which hath been done by the apostolical legate; par- 
ticularly as it hath been done in express violation of 
our rights, and . is such an act as hath not been done 
befof e within our memory to any king or viceroy of our 
realms. Why did you not comply with our wishes and 
strangle the legate who presented the brief to you f It is 
quite clear that the Pope will not limit his proceedings 
to that kingdom, if he discover that in Spain and 
France he is allowed to act thus, but wiU do the same 
thing in other kingdoms, for the sake of extending his 
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jarisdiction. But good Tioeroys proceed in a summary 
way with Bndi fellows, and by the infliction of a single 

punishment^ prevent others from making similar atr 
tempts/'" 

^ In another passage of tlie same document he gives 

» ThiA letter, dated Burgos, the 22iid of May, 1508, was not known 
in Spain, until that famous writer, poet, and politician, Don Fran- 
cisco Gomez de Quevedo y Villegas> a great friend of the Duke of 
Osuna, at that time Viceroy of Naples, found it, while examiaing 
some papers in the archives of that kingdom. An Italian gentleman 
a^ed him for a transcript of it, with which Quevedo famished him ; 
accompanying, however, some of its boldest clauses against the Pope 
with notes, observations, and exculpatory remarks, all of which were 
published in the last century, in the first volume of the Senumario 
Eritdito, At a convenient season, Quevedo forwarded another copy 
to Spain, which was addressed to Don Baltasar de Zdniga y Acevedo, 
grand knight-courtier to Pliilip the Third, and afterwards a favourite 
of his son Philip the Fourth, together >vith the following letter, 
which is in my library, in a volume of divf^rs manuscripts: "A 
gentleman of Italy asked me for that Itit* i— a circumstance T took 
care to state in the reply I sent him, with that letter enclosed in it ; 
and in order that by this freedom I might not be too openly exposed 
and put in the power of rm u ^\ ho cloak their malice under the garb of 
religion, I accompanied the letter with these notes, apprehending 
and iearmg that such strong expressions and arguments as those em- 
ployed by that great king might prove dangerous when viewed by 
other eyes than those of your Excellency, and that none but persons 
of your experience can duly appreciate that which would scandalize 
a mind of interior mould, I wished to send it you for the sake of 
amusing one of your leisure hours, and have no doubt that the com- 
munication of this writing to a person of so well-regulated a mind as 
yours, will tend to the service of His Maj^ty in the matter of juris- 
diction. God grant your Excellency long life and health. — Torre de 
Juan Abad, April 24th, 1621, Don Francisco Quevedo.** [Ferdi- 
nand's letter is too long to insert in this place : from the tenor of it, 
T think he .suspected that his viceroy had been tampered with, 
especially as he orders him to atrangla the legate, if he can catch Aim. 
— Translaior,] 
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Utterance to tliese highly aignificant words, which show 

his intention to become a schismatic. We have writ- 
ten on this occasion to Jerdnimo de Yich, otir ambas- 
sador to ihe court of Home, what you will see in the 
copies of our letter to him, which we transmit with this ; 
€md we are positively determined, should bis Holiness 
refuse to rewAe ike brief, as mil as ihe ads performed 
by its authority, to deprive him of the obedience new 
paid Um by ihe realms of Castile and Arragon, and 
to take such other steps and make snch other provisions 
as a case of such gravity and emergency requires." 

Whence it appears that the idea of religions unity 
never entered into the head of Ferdinand the Fifth: 
for had he entertained any such notion, how could he 
have come to snch a resolution as to renounce his 
allegiance to the Pope, and introduce schism into his 
realms ? Be it observed that if, in this matter, Ferdi- 
nand did not actually satisfy his wishes, he was not 
restrained from doing so by want of inclination^ but 
fear of those yery arms which he himself was employing 
against the king of Navarre, to deprive that monarch 
(by virtue of the Papal authority) of his realms and 
seigniories, which were then in a state of schism.^ 

m *t The Catholic king had no intention of ever restoring that state, 
wfadch he coiifiidered as part and parcel of his dominions, nor did he 
entertain the slightest scruple of conscience about the matter, and 
this he iqieatedly asserted. The groimds on which he justified his 
decision were three : the first of these was the Papal sentence, which 
deprived the reigning Sovereigns " (Joan d* Albret and his wife 
CSatherine) ** of that kingdom : the second ^vas the bestowal of her 
rigjht to that kingdom upon the Sovereigns of Castile by the Princess 
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On the other hand, the Catholic Sovereigns, in order* 

ing the banishment of the Jews^ acted in direct opp(h 
sition to the rules of justice and the honor of the 
Gospel, and instead of rendering a real service to the 
Spanish nation, did it an infinity of mischief^ the ef[ecta 
of which we feel even to this day. 

By their religious intolerance they opened the gates 
of persecution against those who were acquainted with 
the Hebrew and oriental languages, for they looked 
upon such persons as if they were Jews ; and by this 
proceeding they put an end to the study of those 
languages in Spain, to the serious detriment ot the 
mental culture and learning of their subjects. 

The first restorer of Spanish literature^ after the 
revival of the arts and sciences in Europe, was also the 
first learned man who suffered from the power of the 
Inquisition, In the comments which Don Antonio 

Blanche (first wife of Fnnoe Heiixy» wlio afterwards reigned in Gastik 
by the title of Henry the Fourth), when her Mux king Jdin ol 
Anagon deliyered her into the power of Gaston de Foiz and her 
sister Leonor, both of them her declared enemies, whose sole aim wae 
to pnt her to death, in order to secure to themselTes the saecession 
to Nawre, and it was right that he should ayenge the dealh of 
Blanche by taking their hingdom away from the grandchildren of 
those who perpetrated that foul deed. The third reason was the 
elum to that crovn which Queen Germaine set up after die death of 
her brother Gaston de Foiz; for though^ in ^rirtue of tbis title, the 
king, her husband, could not unite that realm to Oastile, we may snp> 
pose that he did so with her consent, for we find that three yean 
afterwards Ferdinand renounced his own rig^t in the Cortes at 
Zaragoia, and transferred it to Prinoe Gharles, aflerwsrds king d 
Castile and Axragon." Mariana, Hist. Gen« de Bsp, lib. xzx* cap. 24. 
-rTnmlator, 
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X.ebrija" put in the dedication of his Latin Grammar 
(in the year 1495), addressed by him to the Catholic 
Queen Isabella, he declared that as he had just finished 
writing his ideas on the antiquities of Spain, he was 
now resolyed on devoting the remainder of his life to 
the study of sacred literature. 

At what period Lebrija first entered upon this useful 
task, it is impossible to ascertain ; nevertheless, from 
conjectures more or less probable, we infer that it was 
about 1497 or 1498 at the latest. He not only read the 
Holy Scriptures, but scrutinized every passage and 
even every word, comparing the Latin Vulgate (which 
was in print in his time,) as well as several mannscript 
copies of that version, with the original Hebrew and 
Greek, besides consulting some of the Fathers of the 
Church and ancient Biblical commentators ; and when- 
ever the discovery of a clerical error or inaccuracy in the 
X«atin translation resulted from his labors, he suggested 
the true reading of the passage. Moreover, when he 
came to a word of recondite signification, he was wont 
to search the dictionaries and Scriptnire^interpreters, in 
order to ascertain what exposition they had given to 
it ; and when he perceived that they had not caught its 
true import, he took care to make this manifest by 
forcible reasons and sufficient authority. 

When the news of this useful undertaking o£ his was 
divulged, the fanatics were in a state of excitement, and 
many Doctors, who prided themselves on their learning, 

89 See Bibliptheca Hispana, under word 4Ji?0KiUB, Llorente, 
Cftp. X. art. sept. 8. — Tramlator, 
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were greatly esasperateds the^e fellowB imgined that 

the Vulgate did not admit of improvement ; that it had 
erer been preaenred in ita primitiye integri^ by a 
speeiea of mirade; and dierefore were seandalised 
and horror^atricken^ when they heard of a man having 
the presumption to suppose that any passages in the 
standard Latin teitt could be found to require emen* 
dation. 

At thia their conceit was so deeply wounded, that 

they could not patiently endure the thought that a )n&re 
master of Laiinity (as they called Xiebrija), a title of no 
value or auikoriijf, should dare to lay hia handa upon 
the sacred books : for, said they, even granting the 
necessity, which there is not, of correcting any passage 
of the Vtdgaiet Ms would be a matter within thepeeu* 
liar province of the Masters of Divinity ; not that all 
Masters of this diime science would be so qualified, but 
only those who should receive the sanetum and authority 
of a Supreme Pontijf or a General CounciL 

This horde of presumptooua theologians, frantic as 
though an attempt had been made to pull down the 
fortress of the Catholic faith and raze it to its founda- 
tions, began to storm with n^e and declaim against 
the laborious Antonio de Lebrija, calling him rash and 
sacrilegious. So much did they talk against this learned 
man, that the news of what he had done came to the 
ears of Don Fray Diego de Dcza, then Bishop of 
Palenda, one of the greatest monsters of cruelty,^ who, 

^ Uorantei HiBt< orit de la Inq* cap. tz. art I. sects. 1, 2.— 2Vaw 

kitor. 
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to Spain's dishonour and the disgrace of human nature^ ^ 
ever held the offiee of Inquisitor General i he was a 
inan, in short, who so mortally hated both the Hebrew 
and Greek texts of the Holy Scriptures, that he deter- 
mined not to allow a traoe^ of them to remain in the 
Peninsula ; and 80« with the same brutality as those wh0| 
when denouncing a person as a Judaizeri used to say, 
**OvM me ike Jew and t witt retufn him to thee burnt/* 
he incessantly persecuted the Hebrew and Greek Biblesi 
prying into the most hidden comers in search of them, 
with lighted torches always in his hands^ ready to 
reduce the copies of them to ashes.^ 

Exasperated at the laudable toil of Lebrija, Deza 
presented himself before the Catholic Sovereigns and 
requested them to giye him an order to proceed against 
that illustrious mati^ for he well knew the Queen's 
partiality to literary studies, and did not dare to make 
an attack upon him without first obtaining tfie royal 
permission to do so. 

Deza then forcibly carried otf all the manuscripts of 

91 Nam bonus ille pracsul (Deza) in tota qux'Stione sua nihil magis 
laborabat (juam ut duarum linguarum. ex quibus religio nostra pendet 
neque tdlum vestigium relinqiieretur, Lebrija en su Apologia al lector. 
[Waltou says that this work, though not printt d, circulates in a 
manuscript form. The passage irorn Ijobrija, f^'iven in this note is 
quoted by NicolSis Antonio in the lubliot. Hisp. — Translator.] 

Si Hebraicorum voluminiuu leetione nobis interdicitur, si lie- 
brsos codices eliminant, dissipant, lacerant , adurunt, si GriECOs iibros 
minime putant necessaries, in quibus prima ilia rtascerltis ecclesiiu 
jacta sunt fundamenta, in chaos illud antiquum antequam literua esscnt 
invents confimdcmur, atque duubus sacrae ScripturaB voluminiba?< 
orbati in sempiterna noctis caligine versemur necesse est. Lebrija en 
la Apologia. [See also Llorente, cap. x. art. iii., sect. 8. — Tranafaior], 

N2 
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Lebrija that oontained notes on the Holy Scriptures, 
and committed them to the flames ; thereby defrauding 
posterity of the fxnit which it might have reaped of his 
Biblical labors." 

Distressed at this act of the Inquisitor^ and appie- . 
hensive of falling into disgrace with the Catholic Sove* 
reigns, Lebrija addressed to Don Fray Francisco Xi* 
mcuez de Cisneros^ Archbishop of Toledo, a brief and 
eloquent defence against the accusations of his enemies; 
in which, not being able to contain himself, he burst 
forth into exclamations of grief and indignation to the 
following effect : *^ What 1 then it does not suffice for 

mc to enslave my own understanding in compliance 
with the faith, respecting the dogmas it proposes to me, 
but I am moreoyer bound to confess myself ignorant 
with regard to certain truths, which I know, not on 
grounds either dubious or supported only by probable 
reasons, but resulting from irrefragable arguments and 
palpable demonstrations ! What slavery is this, which, 
under the title of piety, does not permit me to manifest 
my way of thinking in matters by no means injurious to 
the iaith ? What i did I say manifest ? nay, that does 
not even allow me to write down my opinion for my 

own use and witliin the secrecv of the closet— not even 

to mutter it within my teeth, or make it the subject of 
my meditations/*^ 

^ Lee Llorente, cap. z. ext, m.» seet. 8. — TroMlator, 
M miM non sit satis ux iis quae mihi reli^o credenda proponit 
eaptiTaie inteUectum in obMqniiiin Christi, nisi etiom in iis qvA 
mihi sunt ezpkwata, eomperta, nota, maxiiiiesta, ipsaqne luce clariorat 
ipsa yeritate Tenoro» compeUar noBcize quod scuh non aUueinaiuv 
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The false theories respecting the correctness and 
parity of the Vulgate outlived the death of Lebrija's 
persecutors, and to the misfortone and injury of theo- 
logical studies and of some Masters of Diviuitjj one 
set of diyines after another handed down to posterity 
the maxims which they had successfully inherited, as a 
kind of heir-loom, from their predecessors: hence it 
was that after the Council of Trent had decided in 
favor of the authenticity of the Vulgate, these opinions 
had many advocates. 

The Tridentine fttthers, it is true, allowed the use 
and authority of the Hebrew and Greek texts : but in 
consideration of the respect with which the Vulgate 
had been received from the first ages of the Ohurch, 
and of it9 containing nothing contrary to religious 
doctrine and good moraLs, it was their will and intent 
only to decree that, thenceforward, Expositors of the 
Holy Scriptures, in their commentaries, glosses, and 
scholia; Masters in their disputations; and Preachers 
in their lectures or sermons, should use that version 
to the exclusion of all other Latin ones. It is likewise 
true that some Doctors who attended the coundl at the 
time the decree was drawn up, particularly the Jesuit 

aon oplxiaiist aoa eomJeetMis, sed ndsmiintinis zatUmilniB, inefraga- 
baHlros axgumeotiB, apodlotids demonstratiumibiis colligens i Quam 
niala hase aerntos eat» ant qum tarn iniqna, Telat ex am dominBtio, 
ipm te noa nnat, pietate salva, Ubete qom aeatiaa diecn^ Quid 
dieera? Immo neo intra parietea latitans aeribeie» aat acrolnboB 
ianiniziirafaiui iiifi>dire, ant nltem teeam {mecum ?) volutaiif cogitare. 
Lebrija en la Apologia. [LebiQa is better known, out of Spain, 
the name of JE&um NebBiaaenna.— 2WMi«lalor«] 
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AloDBO Stbxmm^ and dbe Fnmcsitean Andr& de V egsu"* 
iost no time in pnblisbing in print that the design of 
tbe Fathera in oonncil was the aame as we hare abore 
stated it to have been. Bnt of what good was all this ? 
Testinumies of snch weight and publicity were either 
unknown or disregarded. 

The illiterate theologians, blinded by the word 
atUherdie, which had been employed by the Council^ 
gave the deeree a wrong Saterpretatkmy and stoutly 
maintained that the Vulgate was to be regarded with the 
same Teneradon as if it had diopped down from heaven, 
or as if the Holy Spirit had guided tbe translator's 
hand: by this means they hnaUy carried their point 
and got their way of thinfcing to be genexally, or all 
but generally, received. 

Now the evil did not stop here: in the code of 
rules used by the officers of the Inquiaitioii, the respect 
due to the Vulgate was aet down, almost as a point of 

» See KMIotheca Hjipaai, under word AaPHawiww,— TWiwiftifur. 
Andzteds VegaymthefifteeiitlLbookyiiiiillidiapte^^ wmk 
entitnled, THdmHni itereH de Justi/t€aHon§ eapotith H drfmaio^ a4* 
dresses these words to OiMn: '*Btiiedn1)itiesde his, Terissbne possum 
tibiallegare pro his ampHssimum etobegrvantiiriminn domlmiinsaaetv 
cfucis Csrdinalein, de pietate et de Uteris el stodiosis omnilras optima 
merltimit fiii M sessioni et sliis onmibus pmfuit, ac pridie quidem 
q^mmiQiiddeemSnmflBiiaMliir, et po 

tiis estnilill ampM.as?oliiisse psttans iinisio. Itaqueneo tu, nec quis- 
qvsin sUns, propter hsne iqppsdbatioiisai vidgslMedilieols, impeditiirt 
cpumunns^ «M ImrftSMiti ad Ibates leensMit eS medittm profait 
qaioqnid habeie pohuork qoo JuvmSut et loenpletentiir LiilMt et 
▼nlgatsm editioBem eb ewori lws repurgeat^ et quie leastii SpkitSs 
Saneti et ipeis fimtilnis simf magis oenssatanaa ssssynBtiir>"^[Pags 
755 In 4to edition of 1S2I,— awwirirfor^j 
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doctrine, in the terntt above explained; the eonae* 

queuce of which was that some learned and pious men 
were treiufced by its tribunals as offenders against the 
faith, for having shown their preference for the original 
texts of the Sacred Books and for having paid defe«> 
rence4o them. 

To this class belongs Alfonso de Zamora, first pro* 
feasor of Hebrew in the University of Alcalif and 
one of those who l&boured most in preparing the edition 
of the Complutensian Bible: this person^ after the 
death of bis proteotpr Cisneros, was robbed of the 
fruits of his labor and pains by the machinationB of two 
perverse men, who were shielded by the authority of 
a brutal Inquisitor.*' 

Of the same class was the Augustine friar Ltd$ de 
heon^ professor in the University of Sakunanca, who 
passed nearly five years in the Inquisition of Valladolid, 
bitterly lamenting the narrow limits and obscurity of 
the dungeon in which he lay, and complaining of his 
persecutors in these welUEnon lines : 

" Here eurloiiB hate and elaiiderotta Umgnss 

Have made lae pass my life; 
Happy the soholsr wlio retnes 

Far torn worldly strife : 
Tbe nuA wIm> MtAimiiig with 0ed» 

Content ipSSix liinnble &rai 
XdTes a]1 alunift. and enviaa not. 

Him envy's tongue will spare*" 

Thus did he bewail the mortal hatred and escoessive 

« 8eeBfliili0teeadeksBsUBM£spsfi)ksi and BibUoflieca His> 
pans, nndarwocd AxpH«»ffsvs.---IhMiMr» 
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tyranny of his calumniators, the unfair advantages they 
took in attacking him, the forgetiulness of some friends^ 
the Tain and useless sympathy of othelrsy the dUatori- 

ness of the proceedings against him, and their doubtful 
result.^ 

Such a one was the fiimotts master Firay Ahnso 

Gtuliel, likewise an Augustine friar and a great preacher, 
who perished within the prison walls of the tribunal of 
the Holy Office : his corpse was thence remoted and 
dehvered to the monks of his order, to be by them 
interred, though by no means siire of remaining in that 
continual peace and quiet usually conceded to the dead, 
for his cause was still proceeded with, and in the in^- 
terim his bones ran the risque of being disturbed.* 

Another of these was Martin Martinez Cantalapiedra, 
professor of Hebrew in the schools of Salamanca, who 
fell into the dutches of the Inquisition of ValladoUd, 
from the dark dungeons of which h^ eventually came 
forth to the light of liberty, though with his forehead 
stained with the same black dye as that with which 
some passages of his printed works had been ordered 
to be smeared."^ 

Of the same class was Gaspar de Grajary abbot of 
Santiago de Fenalba in the cathedral church of Astorga, 

^ BiUSotbeea Hiiyna, under wold LiinotUJuB, and Uoraiite, cap. 
jUT. seot. 68. — TrmnMofi 

Kicol&B Antonio gira a brief notice of Alonio Gudid in the 
Bil>liol3ieea Hii^ona» under irord Aivbomsui, but nukes no mentiQii 
of his imprisonment or the peneeutioni he enibied.-' TVtmtMor. 

^ See BiUiotheea Hispana^imder word MAsnmrSi and Uorente^ 
cap* zxT. sect* 22»— TVoMftslor. 
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who was tried in the fire of the same crucible, and 
ended his days in prisonj depriyed of the comfort he 
would hare deriyed from hearing that dediaration >of 
the soundness and orthodoxy of his tenets which was 
made after his death.^^^ 

Snch another, lastly, was Benedicto Arias Monfymo^ 
a professed monk of the order of Santiago in the royal 
eonyent of San Maieos de Leon : he was a great theo*- 

logian (a fact clearly proved by the number of valuable 
works of his that are in print), and one of the most 
fimioas doctors present at the Cotmcil of TtenU It is 
well known that he was the principal commissioner em- 
ployed in editing that Bible^ which was called Boffol, 
because nndertaken by the king; Philippine^ because 
executed at the expense of Thilip the Second ; Antwerp- 
toiij becatlse printed at Antwerp ; Plantimanf because 
printed at the press of Plantinus ; Pohjgloii^ because it 
is in many languages ; Montamati, because this famous 
doctor (as we obseryed) undertook the editorial part of 
the work, in which labor he was assisted by the Uni- 
yersities of Faris^ Louyainej and Alcal& de Henares.^*^ 

Leon de Castro, professor of Hebrew at the tJniyer- 
fiity of Salamanca, a jealous man who could not endure 
the thought of Philip haying committed the editorship 
of the Bible to a doctor of Alcal4, began to declaim 
against and find fault with it ; he even went so far as 

Nicol&s Antonio mentions this writer in his Bibliothcca Ilispana, 
under word Gaspar, but says nothing about the peisecutiona he en- 
dured nor of Im imprisonment. — Tranalaior, 

^ Bibliotheca Hispana, under wordBBNEDicrus ; Montanus's pre- 
fAC% to this Bible, and Idorente, cap. xjux. art. ii. sect. U—Tramlator, 
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to assert that in the most important parts of die work. 

Arias Montano had followed the erroneous readings 
nsually given to them by the Jews, to the great in* 
jury of the Chrirtian religion. On this the Inquisitors 
made a foss: those of Toledo determined, with the 
assent and consent of Cardinal Gasper Qniroga, that 
these readings should be examined and qualified : this 
was done, and the respect due to the multitode of 
learned men and exalted personages who took part in 
the publication of this Bible, was trampled under foot 
by the Inquisitors, who paid no regard to the consdtap 
lions prerionsly holden by the aforementioned persons, • 
nor to the care they employed in order to execute tkeii 
undertaking in die best manner possible.*"' 

>^ Pedro de Fu«itSdiie£a, in a lettert still in manuBcript, addresied 
to CarcUiial Stsnislavui OBiiia«xeqieeCing tliepeneeatioiiniBed agau^ 
the pious Benedicto Arias ICbotuio (sa i&tiauite frieBd of liis), in 
eonsequence of tiie ptinting of the Pdlyglott BiUe at Antwerp by 
PlantiniiSt says : *< Ex kao enim schola Salamantana piodienmt, et in 

ea TeRsantur, qui lam modo tragqediaa ezeitanint Adripiunt 

eoim caniam « .ex ooneilii dscntOi quo 4aeeniiliiz ut toe ipsa 

▼ulgata inpublicis leeCiomlnis, diaputalioi|i|ras,pi»d]cationnni8, 

et expo4tionibiia» pro authentic habeator, et nt nemo earn xcjioeva 
qnovis pnetestii andest Tel pneaumat. Hiic snnt legis rerbe, qm 
quidem ita illi aootpiimt, ut non modo qui de ^us aUquld anetodtata 
detrazeiits sed qui Tel punctis et iqpidlros Tolgatip editionis fidem non 
adhibueiit, bflfeseos crimen ineumase dament: deitide non lieere 
Jam ooofugere ad Hebneoe et Qnecoa eodieeai muno Tero iUoa per 
hano Latinam Tulgatam editioiiem esse conigendoe. ibee ego non 
•eiiberem nisi interfuipBem publieis dlsputattouibuB theologiGia, qui- 

bus id agitari et pertiiiaciter defendi ep animadTerti Bi too 

mordicto teoent aolam Tulgatam edjttonem iaeoimq^tm eaae; He- 
InnoB Tero oodiees et Gnseoe eeeruptos atquo depravwUip Jam olim 
fiiiiae. Vulgatam editMaem vdant uaiona ease cananem Difinomm 
omnium scriptorum: aliis hso noon probantur. Bes ut plena o&n> 
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The theologians of the University of Aicala bad, with 
the wsiBtanGe of Arias Montano^ pointed out the mode 
to prepare this edition of the Bible ; they were com- 
missioned to do 80 by the Supreme Council of the In* 
quisitmn, to which Fhilq» the Second, the munificent 
patron of the undertaking, had entrusted the business. 
For the execution of this task, the kiug himself sup- 
plied Arias IContano with instmctiona that were in con- 
formity ^vith the determinations of the Complutensian 
dirines.^^ Many eminent doctors of the University of 
Louvatne and other places assisted Arias Montano^s 
learni'^g with their useful observations and Taluable 
manuscripts* £yerythtng was examined with the most 

scrupulous minuteness when the Bible was issuing from 
the press; and, as a seal and safeguard to such im- 
portant and such pious kbors. Pope Gregory the 
Thirteenth himself expedited a brief of approbation, 
which was printed at the commencement of the work.^^ 
To this no regard was paid, for the whole attention 
of the Inquisitors was directed to the clamours of Leon 
de Castro, an insolent madcap, in whom the person of 
Euffinus, St. Jerome's adversary, was revived. For, 
after the example of liuffinus, he said the Hebrew text 
had been corrupted by the Babbins, and consequently 

sionis et quae serpat quotidic longius non sine periculo muitoruni/* 
[SeeBibliotheca Ilispana ; Biblioteca de los Rabinos Espanoles, chap- 
ter on K. Abraham Husque ; and Liorente, cap. xxix. art. ii. sects. 
2 and 5. — Translator.] 

ComphUum waa the ancient name of AJcalS.. — Translator, 
Llorent^, cap. xxix. art. ii. sect. 1. Biblioteca de los Rabinos 
Espanoles, in voce Abraham Ilusjue (p. 624, col. 2), and Arias Mon- 
tano's preface to his 3ibie»^Transl(Uor, 



Digitized by Google 



188 filBTOBT OF [bk. 

tliat all who, with Jerome, set up the authority of the 
original Hebrew, were actually Judaizers and 8Wom 
enemies of the Church. To such a pitch of perverse- 

ness was this opinion carried by unsound divines^ that 
&ther Jo8^ Sigiienza, in his excellent life of St. J erome, 
Mh hooky second disconrsej said. On dkcowring thai 
persons know two letters of the Hebrew language, they 
mt9pe<^ them of Judaism : ignmmt nimt they be, indeed, 
uho entertain such noitions as these ! 

It was no slight triumph to Arias Montano that the 
new Polyglott should have heen allowed to circulate 

without notes or comments : and considering tlic custom 

and practice of the Inquisition, it might be regarded a« 
a wonderfully strange thing that this tribunal should 
not have instituted proceedings against the illustrious 
doctor who edited the work^ for the purpose of arrest- 
ing and imprisoning him, did we not know that large 
sums had been expended on the Polyglott; that its 
magnificence and beauty were the admiration of all 
Europe ; and that as it bore the name of the monarch 
who had ordered it to be published, Philip the Second 
was obliged, for the sake of his own interest as weD 
as his credit, not to allow of the work being impugned, 
inasmuch as the like consent on his part must redound 
to his own shame. He, therefore, took care that the 
Bible should be submitted to the censorship of father 
Mariana/*^ who pronounced in fetvor of Montano, not- 

Sigiienza was sentenced to a year's imprisomnent by tlie In- 
quisition of Toledo. Llorente, cap. xxv. sect. 98. — Tramlator, 

Mariana was a long time immiired in the prisons of the Inqm- 
feiiioii. LloiL'ute, cap. xxv. sect. G-i. Bibliotheca Hispaua, under 
word JoKAaam, — Transiaior, 
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withstanding the pertinacity of his companions the 
JesuitSj who, owing to the disgust they felt at the 
freedom with which he spoke as well as wrote against 
them^ wished Mariana to give an adverse decision: 
proof of this may be seen in the extremely rare 
documents which I publish as an Appendix to this 
history, for the purpose of undeceiving such fanatics 
as disbelieve in the subtle wiles and wickedness of 
the Jesuits. 

Such of the Spanish theologians who had been ar* 
rested as did not belong to the noble dass^ on seeing 
the miserable state of oppression and ignominy to which 
their superiors were reduced, believed themselves to 
be threatened with the same lash, and all of them 
became dispirited thereat* Owing to the state of alarm 
they were in, some condemned themselves to the obser* 
vance of a perpetual silence respecting the Vulgate and 
the original versions of Scripture, or endeavoured to 
explain them in a qualified sense— the offspring of fear 

rather tlian ingenuousness whilst others, abandoning 
the side of truth, went over to the multitude, this 
being the only means by which they conld promise 
themselves security from molestatiou. From that time 

106 Father BssiUo Ponce, bil Augufltme ftiar, in the mtroduotum 
to his fimrth esgntUorif ^metHon^ wxiteB thus : ** Be Saene Scriptum 
xatione et igus in vaiias linguas tnnslatiottibiis multa scribi poasunt 
et seltu diipia, et cognita pemeeessaiia* De qvibus qui reete seribeie 
poterant, aut sciibere noluerant> aut paxdus id fecenint. argnmentom 
invidiosiim veritl. Qui veio aut judicio aut necessazia ad judican« 
dum emditione caxebant» actibexe ausi sunt. Itaque qusedatn pert 
peraniy pluza inoonsiderate, pleraque inerudite flcripserunt/' 
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the Holy Books were given up to nnakilfiil hrncb^ 

and in the following ages the theologians of the Penin- 
sular schools became entangled in the meshes of fatile 
and oomplioated queatiooB,^ and tbe oriental languages 
were banished from their halls. These are the pre- 
eiooa firidta which Spain has reaped £pom her nnwortfay 
treatment of Buch distinguished persons! These are 
* the fruits of which the Catholic Sovereigns sowed the 
seeds, when thej destroyed the Hebrew Biblea and 
perseented the learned, solely because &ey preferred 
the original versions of the Scriptures to the Vulgate 
edition of them 1 

But if by the religious intolerance of the Catholic 
Sovereigns and their unjust proceedings against the 
Jews, injury was done to the UteFatnze of Spain, no 
less injury was done to her commerce, and subsequently 
to the whole of her realms, by the ezpolsion of that race, 
and the arriTal of Genoese and other foreigners, who 
established houses of trade and commerce there : these 
houses were, generally, dependent upon the principal 
ones in the mercantile cities of Italy and other tow us, 
and their establishment was productive of serious eviL 

The whole commerce of Spain fell into the hands 
of foreigners, and while they grew rich, this country 

i**® I have seen theological works printed in one or two folio 
voltimes, in which the attempt is made to ascertain from texts of 
St. Augustine, St. John Chrysostom, and other holy fathers of the 
Church, whether chocolate is an eatable or a beverage ! And with- 
out going further, who has not read the Ente dilucidado^ in which 
there is a long discusdion as to whether hobgoblins possess the sense 
of touch or not i 
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became weaker and weaker and declined in a wonderful 
manner* The Spaniards ceased to be mercers and 
mannftcturm ; consequently the immense sums of gold 
and siiyer imported from America did not contribute 
to the restoration of Sp«in» bat only helped to enrich 
foreign kingdoms. 

Much outcry has been raised against the Spanish 
economists of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries 
for petitioning for the abolition of free trade. But 
they were travelling on the road which led to truth 
and jnstice. What more efficacious remedy than the 
one proposed by them could have been devised for 
the eradication of the evils endured by a nation, in 
which not one' of the natives either kept a mercer's 
Bhop or became a merchant? 

In the seventeenth century, no sooner had Philip 

the Third issued his decree to prevent his subjects from 
dealing with those of his enemy, the king of England, 
(reviving that decree which Philip the Second had 
published at the commencement of the war between 
him and his rival Elizabeth,) than some learned men, 
anxious for the prosperity of Spain, b^an to think 
of a remedy for the evils from which she was sufiering, 
owing to her want of money as well as population in 
mauy of her finest cities."" And after divers arguments, 
they came to the conclusion^ that the introductiou of 
foreign agricultural produce and articles of foreign 
manufacture into these kingdoms had operated more 

Scl; Gil Gonzalez D4vila*8 Vida y heciiua de i elipe lll.tpassim, 
— TranskUor, 
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powerftdly dian any oiher cause in producing the 

greater part of those evils* 

Don Mat^o de lison 7 Biedma^ seigneur of Alga* 
rinejo, vdnticciatro of Ghranada, and representative in 
Parliament for that city in the year 1621^ among his 
other speeches and notes committed to the press, 
publislicd a treatise on the introduction of foreign 
merchandise into Spain^ of which the following is an 
extract! '^The introduction of foreign merchandise 
into these realms has been attended with much evil 
to them^ for the foreigners carry off the gold and 
silver coin paid for these articles^ grow rich and power* 
ful, while they cause a diminution in your Majesty's 
revenues, drain the coffers of your Subjects, whom 
they deprive of the means of gaining a subsistence by 
art and industry, and, in the interim, themselves keep 
advancing. Now since God has made your Majesty so 
mighty a lord^ and since you have in your lands and 
seigniories mines, treasures, and all things necessary 
tor the support of human life, as well fruits of the 
earth as riches acquired by art and science, and have no 
need to depend upon any foreign kingdom, may it 
please your Hi^esty to order this oM to he remedied 
hy prohibiting f in the most inoj^ensive manner possible, 
the admission into these realms of merchandise wrought 
and manufacttired abroad. Then will the same thing 
happen as in one ship cut off irom communication with 
another ; if the people on board speculate and gamble, 
the money and the treasures contained in the ship may. 
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indeed^ change Itandsy but must remain in possessipn 

of the same community.""* 

Before Liaon de Biedma had petitioned Philip the 
Fourth m the Cortes to prohibit the importation of 
foreign merchandise. Dr. Sancho Moncada^ in his 
Bettauraeiim FdUiea de loa Fueblas de £8p(ma, at- 
tempted to prove that the only remedy for the present 
state of things was the enforcement of the following 
regnlationsy viz. : that none but Spaniards should carry 
on trade and business in Spain ; that raw materials, to 
be afterwards manufactured abroad, should not be ex- 
ported from these realms ; and that articles of foreign 
manufacture should not be imported. 

Licentiate Pedro Fernandez Navarrete, in his Dis- 
eursos PtdUieas, likewise expresses himself in similar 
terms. 

Jeronimo de CebaUos, in bis Arte real para d bum 

gohierno de hs reyes y prlnctpes, speaks thus : " Wealth 
and plenty cannot exist, so long as the subjects are 
in want of employment and none can be found ^em: 
this want might be remedied by prohibiting absolutely 
the importation of foreign cloths and manufactured silks, 
or hj at least insisting that all which shall be imported 
in future be of standard weight and quality ; due re- 
spect being had in the working of them to the ordi- 
nances of Spain, for it is not fair that the natiyes 
of these realms should be fettered with laws and ordi- 
nances and be liable to informations and punishments 

lu ^iiig simile, notwithstanding its nngidatityi nynsti I think, bo* 
admitted to be a good one.— IVafNrfaftir^ 

O 
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for transgressing themi while foreigners are exempted 
from such restrictionSj and actually introduce mere 
imitationSf for which they carry off our money ; a thmg 
vaMek waM he endurahle, v>ere they to take merehandiee 
of Spanish manufacture in return,^* 

Such was the language used by CebaUos, with 
respect to the trade carried on in Spain by foreigners 
exclusively. Fray Jeronimo Bolivar, Prancisco Mar- 
tinez de la Mata, Cristobal Perez de Herrer» Lufa de 
Castilla, Damian de Olivures, Miguel Caja de Leruela 
and others have expressed themselves on this subject 
in the same or similar terms. 

But though the grounds on which these economists 
based their arguments appeared strong to persons re- 
duced to po^erty^ and, consequently, both anxious for 
a change in their circumstances and eager to discover 
the means of effecting it, their arguments were not, at 

the tiiJie^ considered to be leased on reasoD and truth, 
but on that undue love of country to which they had 
been conducted by the crooked path of error. 

Let this appear from the opposition some of them 
made to the restrictions on free trade— restrictions 
which lasted only during war time, and e^en then only 
affected that nation against which the Spanish arms 
were employed. Let the same thing also appear from 
the treaties of peace in which it was stipulated rl. 
there should be &ee trade between the subjects of both 
kingdoms*^" 

* In the year ISOi a treaty of peace end another of commerce 
were ratified between Philip the Third of Spain and Jamee the First 
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The majority of the economists looked to the aboli- 
tion of foreign trade as the best means of improving 
the condition of Spain. In that age foreigners were 
the only^ or at any rate the principal^ persons who 
carried on the commerce of this country, and these 
men put the most exorbitant prices on the merchandise 
which tkey introduced from abroad ; for, unacquainted 
as the Spaniards were with the value of the goods 
just tuiucd out of the fuctories, they paid whatever 
price was asked for them.^^' 

So completely was Spain given up to the cupidity 
of foreigners, that in their commercial dealings they 
m^de their own will stand for law. The few manu- 
factures then existing in this country were burdened 
with most grievous taxes: whence we naturally infer 
that it was owing to these taxes that the cloths manu- 
factured in these realms could not compete in lowness 
of price with those introduced from foreign countries. 
Hence it was that purchasers looked for such mer- 
chandise as combined excellence of material with cheap- 
ness: henccj in a word^ the Spanish factories neither 
yielded a profit to the owners of them> nor helped to 

of Great Britain. Gil Groiizalez Davila, Vida y hcchos de Felipe III., 
lib. II. cap. 16. Rapin's History of England, liook xvii. — Translator. 

IIS «« names of many of the streets— Francos, ( ii iioa, Ale- 
mancs, Placentincs, &c., are the surest evidence tliat tr illic was 
chieiiy managed by foreigners, and this even in Seville — tiie licart 
of the vaunted silk :iiid other manufactures of Spain." Ford's Hand- 
book of Spain, vol. i. p. 212, 2nd column, Murray, 1845. I recollect 
at Cadiz a Calle de Flamencos Banachos {^Uruiiken Flemings' Street). 
'-'Translator, 
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improve their incomes: on the contrary, these were 
vainly and nnprofitably squandered away. 

Such were the fruits that Spain reaped from the 
expulsion of the Jews^** and the arrival and settlement 
of foreign merchants in the Peninsula* Of what nee 
to us were the riches of the New World, which 
were no sooner acquired than employed as a bridge 
of passage into foreign kingdoms? A century after 
the Genoese houses of commerce were established in 
Spain, there were neither eyes enough to weep fox 
the calamities introduced by bad government and the 
recklessness of our kings, nor hands to repair the 
ruined state of the Peninsula. Of what avail to Spain 
was the external grandeur of being mistress of so large 
a portion of the globe, when to support that grandeur 
she herself became wretchedly poor and miserable, 
and all her children humbled and disheartened ? How 
many disasters did not the Catholic king's wan in 
Italy bring upon these unhappy kingdoms ? But what 
could be expected of a monarch who had no regard 
for the welfare of his subjects, and only looked to 
the increase of his own power and greatness? The 

"* Tfu statute of purity f which was originally enacted for the pur- 
pose ot eradicating Judaism and M iliometanism, became aft-erward* 
the instrument of persecution oi Ukiibtians owinj^ to false inibrua* 
tions, &c., and many of these loere expelled Jrvm Sjjdui ui.so. So sensible 
had the Spamsh naUoa become of the evOs on asiuiu d by this statute 
that, in the year 1618, Don Gabriel Cimbron presented u petitioa m 
the Corte« to I'iiUip the Third, praying for a modification of it. Gil 
Gonzalez D.ivila, \idd y hechos de Ftlipo III., lib. ii. 
In his hi?>tory of this reign he .shows the dojilorable stato oi' wcokn^ 
o which 6puiu was then reduced. — Tf<^^*^r, 
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Spaniards, flushed with the yictories they had gained 
during the whole of the sixteenth centnry, 'neither 

heeded the calamities which begun to harass these 
kingdoms, nor considered who was the sole author of 
them. In the seventeenth, these had increased to such 
an alarming extent, that all who were anxious that 
the Spanish peninsula should not be for ever merged 
in the lowest abyss of misery, saw the necessity of 
providing a remedy for them. But now it was ail 
in vain. Literature and commerce were prostrate, 
nor could Spain make head by force of arms against 
all the calamities which had commenced showering 
down upon her, — in fact she had not hands in which 
to put them, much less vigorous ones to wield them. 
Thus all those lands and seigniories, in the vain 
attempt to preserve which so much blood had been 
spilled, so many lives sacrihced, and such large sums 
of money expended, (sums sufficient to enrich a nation 
and make it powerful,) were miserably lost 1 "* 

Another evil which Ferdinand's policy bought upon 
Spain was the war with the Moriscos, who, no longer 
able to endure the oppression and misery to which they 
had been reduced, were continnally rebelling* This 

Don rraucisco Quevedo thus expresses himself in one uf his 
sonnets : 

If in a league all did combine 
To take from thee, O Spain, 
Thelanda wbioh now tkou eaUMtfhine, 
They'd with nune ease vegain 
Tlioae very lands (which are Ibeir own), 
Than thou hj boldest fl|^t 
Wonld'st held what only thine is shown 
By conqnest^s hatcAil light" 
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kiogj in order to get possessioii of Granada, granted the 

Moors the conditions tlicy demanded prior to its sur- 
render. The principal of these were : 

■ 

''That their Highnesses and successors for ever 
should allow Ahi Abdelihi^ his alcaides^ cadis^ mestis, 
alguaziis^ captains^ good men^ and all his people, both 
great and small, to live according to their law, and 
should neither suffer them to be deprived of their 
mosques, towers, or almuedans, nor allow the income 
and rents derived therefrom to be touched^ noi inter- 
fere with their present manners and customs. 

That no Moor or Mooress should be compelled to 
embrace Christianity against his or her will: that no 
maid, married woman, or widow, who from motives of 
love might wish to turn Christian, should be allowed to 
do SO; until she had been examined. 

" That no per$on ahauU be aUawed to iU'4reai 
deed or toord the ChrisHan men or women who, before 
these capitulatione, had become Moors; and that any 
Moor ehould hofoo a renegade toi/e, she ehmdd not be 

compelled to turn Christian ayaui&t Iwr tffiUy but should 
he interrogated in presence of Christians and Moors^ 
and the same thing should be understood to appfy to the 
children^ botJi male and female^ bopi 0/ a Christian 
wman and a Moor" 

In condusion, the words with which the hing and 
queen bound themselves to observe the capituiationa to 
the letter are these : 

** We promise and swear to you on our royal faith 
and word, that each of you may go out to cuiuvate your 
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estates, and pass wherever you choose in these our 
kingdoms^ to seek a livelihood wherever it can be 
found ; and we will command that jou be left in the 
same enjoyment of your laws and customs and of your 
mosques, that ye now are/' 

But instead of ratifying tlioiie promises, Ferdinand 
the Catholic broke his royal word, which, as a Christian 
prince and a gentleman, he was bound to observe. It 
was. one of the first objects of the clergy to try and 
bring home the truth of the Catholic fiaith to the Moors 
through the medium of preaching."^ Bat as their 
preaching was not attended with the rapid success that 
was looked for. Cardinal Cisneros resorted to the arbi<- 
trary measure of inquiring who were renegade Moors 
or chUdren ot renegades, for the purpose of employing 
compulsory means to make them embrace Christianity. 
And here it must be observed that this step was taken 
in direct violation of that article in the capitulations 
which said, ThtU should he allowed to iH' 

treat by deed or word the Christian men or women who, 
before these eapiiulatumSf had became Moors/ and that 
if any Moor should have a renegade wife, she should not 
be compelled to turn Christian <igavnst her wiU, but 
should be tnterroffoted in presence of Christians a$id 
Moors; and the same thing should be understood to apply 
to the children, both male and female, bom of a Christian 
woman and a Moor** 

Luis Mkrmol de Carvajal. Historia da la Rebelion del reyno 
Oranada, lib. 1*, cap. xix. ffoLs. 22, 23, 2i. ^Translator.] 
^ 1" Peneraa, Synopsis Hi»t6riQ», aao 1499, sectSt 9, 10, ^Translator, 
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Tkm did Ferdinand know how to fblfll his word: 

thus did he show his respect for the Gospel ! What 
might not the Moors Bay aboat hisobsemtnce of treaties 
and the credit of his oaths? The conquerors of Spain 
allowed the Christians who chose to remain and dwell 
among them (whence they were called Moz^urabes) to 
live in the exercise of their religion and to have their 
temples. But the Christiaus, not considering that the 
breach of their sworn promises could be attended widi 
no other result than the discredit of evangelical doc- 
trine, accepted in the articles of peace the condition 
which allowed the Mahometans to continne in the free 
enjoyment of their religion without oppression or moles- 
tation, and then deprived them of their temples, and 
forcibly compelled them to embrace Christianity. If 
Mahomet be reproachfully, though falsely,'*" charged 
with preaching his doctrines with the Koran in one 
hand and the sword in the other, what might not be 
said of the Christians by men whom they subjected 
to ponishmentSy and on whom they forced another 
creed?*" The Catholic Sovereigns, by their mode of 

^ Thoogh I iliiak it may be questioned wliether Mahomet ttU- 
rally preached his doctrines inth the Koran in one hand and the 
Bvord in the other, there can be no doubt that he was a eroel perse- 
cutor. — TmnalcUor, 

Casiodoro de Beina, translator of the Bible into the CastOian 
tongue (Perrara, \666)f says, ** In order that tiie newly-oonverted 
Moors might be well instructed in the Christian religion, Friar Jerome, 
first Bishop of Qranada, was of opinion that the Holy Scriptures 
should be translated into Arabic. This pious intent was opposed by 
fray Ximenes de Cisneros, who gay e reasons, not taken from die word 
of God nor firom the words or deeds of the holy Doctors, but fiom 
mere human judgment, and consequently repugnant to that word: 
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procedure against the Jews and Moors^ acted neither 
more nor less than in direct opposition to the dictates 

of reason and justice ; thereby kindling hatred to the 
Christian &ith in the greater part of the worlds and 
opening the door to the destruction of the study of 
oriental literature, to the injury of all science^ (as ap- 
peared in course of time in the seventeenth century), and 
depriving us of Spanish merchants, in order to supply 
us with Genoese^ whose cupidity only served to swallow 
up all the gold of our eonntry, as well as that which 
came to us from the Indies : and, finally, owing to their . 
excessiye oppressions, ihey bequeathed a civU war to 
Spain, and, by their expulsion of the Jews and Moors 
who refused to embrace Christianity, depopulated the 
kingdom. 

thus was the tiaiidatioti, which would haye conferred bo much 
benefit upon those poor ignorsat H(m8C0t> put a stop to." 

^ The greater part of those men of eminence in Canon Law, The- 
ology* and the liberal sciences, whom Spain produced in the sixteenth 
century, pnxiued their principal studies? nt foreign Uniyersities : 
among these persons may be numbered Melchor Cano, Don Pedio 
QvuenetOt Don Martin Petes de Ayala, Andrto Laguna, ^ 
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STTMMARY OF BOOK THE FOUETH. 

CaaavBBBD fbrtnim of the Jews in Portugal.— They begin to be 
oppressed there. — ^The new Chiistians of Portugal pardoned for 
their Crimea of heresy and apostasy. — Jewish writers.— The Hofy 
Office unable to eradicate Judaism from Spain, — ^Persons of note 
burnt to death for Judaizing.^Notice of some autos-de-fe against 
the Jews (or Judaizers) up to the year 1800, — Abolition of the 
tiibunaU— Geasation of Judaism in Spain, 

BOOK THE JOUBTfl, 

The Jews, after their admission into Portugal, were 
no less unfortunate than the other exiles from Spain. 
In the year 1493, when king John the Second conferred 

the seigniory of St. Thomas's isle upon Don Alvaro de 
Caminha^ he obhged the latter to people it, and, for 
this purpose, ordered that all the Jews should have their 
sons and daughters of tender age taken away from them, 
and that after the baptism of the latter, these should 
be handed oyer (as was done) to Don Alvaro for the 
purpose of peopling the said isle of St. Thomas.* 

Orders were also issued by king Emanuel, in 1496, 
that all the Hebrews who dwelt in Portugal should 
quit that kingdom, save children under fourteen years 

* Osorius. De rebus gesfis Emanuelis regis PoriUffolluSf lib. prim, 
Monteiro. Historia da isaiUa in^isiqao^ parte 1*, liv. C*P« 2. 
'-^Translator, 
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of age, who were to be left behind. The more wealthy 
Jews represented to the king that they would embrace 
Christianity without further opposition, provided he 
would do them the favour not to institute any inquiries 
i^ainst them for the space of twenty years; and so^ 
on the dOth of March 1497, king Emanuel accorded 
to tliem the privilege which they so earnestly solicited. 
On this many were baptized, and those who did not 
choose to become acquainted with the truths of tlie 
Christian faith» went to Africa and elsewhere.' 

But this determination on the part of the Jews did 
not put an end to their misfortunes. In the month 
of April 1506, the people of Lisbon rose up against 
them, at the instigation of two Dominican friars, who 
exhibited an image of Christ crucified which emitted 
a yery vivid light. A converted Jew observed that 
this miracle was nothing else than the reflection of 
the sun's rays upon a curtain, and as the news of 
this discovery began to spread all over the city, the 
friars, alarmed at the prospect of losing the alms and 
other offerings brought into their convent by the devo- 
tion of the people, in consequence of the virtue of 
that portentous image, stirred them up against the 
Hebrews. Numbers of this race were slain by the 
barbarous and superstitious rabble ; but as king Ema* 
nuel was much displeased at this tumult^ be had several 

* Ferreras, Synopsis Hist6rica Espana, ano 1496, sect. 18. 
Osorius, lib. prim. Monteiro, parte 1* liv seg^ cap. 43. This 
author accuses another writer of having etAmnioti^ stated that 
Epiannel and his wm John grafted the Jews the privUtfe of ex» 
tm^ion from examination oi to matters of faith, — Tramhior* 
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of the anthon and lingleadmi apprehended, and <»*deied 

severe examples to be made of them. The two Dominican 
scoundrels who were the promoters of the sedition, were 
strangled ; and in order to punish the knarery of those 
men who, to make a gainful tra&c in diyine things, 
dared to deceive superstitions persons in so shameless 
a manner, the Dominican convent at Lisbon was 
suppressed. The same king, in 1507, renewed the 
privilege given to the baptiaed Jews, and it was after- 

wards confirmed by John the Third. And when the 
attempt to establish the Holy Ofiice in Portugal was 
made. Pope Clement the Seventh was informed of 
all these exemptions.' 

It is said that a letter was then written hy some 
Jews who were setded in Bome and other dties of 
Italy to their brethren in the Lusitanian kingdom, 
recommending the latter to flee therefrom, and go 
with their families to the abovementioned land : this i 
letter is given by several authors, among others Tor- 
rejondllo, in his OenHtiela eon&a Judiai* 

• Ferreras, ano 1506, sects 33, 34. Osorius, lib. prim. Monteiro, 
parte la, liv. sego, caps. 43, 44. This writer says that the convent was 
suppressed for a few months only, namely from the 28th of May till 
the 24th of October, when it was restored by Pope JiiHusthe Second. 
According to him, the tumult mentioned in the text was attended 
with most fcarfiil consequences to the Jewish converts, of whom 
1930 (women included) were slain at Lisbon and in its neighbour- 
hood, and afterwards liunit in the Bocio (a large square) and in 
tlie Strand. His account of this tumult is thus given: **Andava 
o povo tad amotinado, que com furia diabolica, (segundo dixem 
algimias memorias) matarao no espa^o de tres dias, em Lisboa e 
sen tcrmo 1930 pessoas, assim de homens como de mulheres dos 
novamente convertidos. Os que matavao em Ufiboa, os queimavao 
logo no Bocio e na Bibeira." 
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Your Honors^ must surely be aware diat the holy 

Father and Cardinais gave permission in the Eccle- 
siastical Court for an inquiry to be made in Portugal 
respecting the privileges granted by the kings of that 
realm^ and determined that^ if agreeable to the state^ order 
might be giren to the Bishope to take upon themselves 
the guardianship of the civil law; than which nothing can 
be more reasonable or expedient : that prisoners should 
not receive pardon from the state^ but that referees 
should decide their causes before the Bishops^ in 
whose presence they might allege the illegalitjr of 
the arrest of prisoners who had not relapsed^ and 
might set forth the inconvenience resulting from the 
existence of so large a number of persons supported 

by begging, to whom the Bishops were ohjects of 
suspicion; firsts because iiom being Bishops, those 
men come to be Inquisitors^ and secondly, because as 
ministers of the king« they are obliged to have an 
eye to his honor^ and so condemn the prisoners^ whose 
number finrors the escape of some and makes the state 
hesitate to pardon others. The ambassadors of the 
King and the Emperor have, in concert with the holy 
iather and Cardinals, adopted a method which will 
serve as a key to our previous statements: they made 
a short cut and ordered that5 for the future, general 
expediency should be disregarded; whence to one 

4 In the original, Vtuwu Merc0d$$: in, the Englinh versions of 
Bon Quixote this expression is generally rendraed Your WonhyM, 
Tmt the translation of tliem that I have giTen is that which I lielieYe 
to be the neaxest approach to their real meaiiing.— Tnuuhtor, 
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who looks beyond mere temporal things, it appears 
like inspiration to see that pardon is accorded to con- 
demned persons, whether under arrest or at large, 
whether absent or present ; that they are let go freely, 
nnconditionally, and unpunished, and allowed to depart 
in peace whithersoever they will: that from the day 
of their release and the verification of their pardon 
till the expiration of six months, no inquiry into their 
offences may be iutitated : that all person, in Portugal 
who wish to quit the realm may freely do so, without 
being arrested openly or secretly, and pass through 
bordering lands and countries with the safe conducts 
which will be given them; and when the six months 
are expired, as rigorous an inquisition into their lives 
is conceded as that which is now in force in Castile." 

"Your Honors may know and believe that Dr. 
Pedro Hurtado and his companion rendered much 
service to tliis cause, for which they deserve to be 
rewarded of God and of those who are His. The holy 
Father, like an upright man, seeing what were the 
wishes of the king's and emperor's ambassadors, granted 
a bull for Portugal as he had done for Castile, which, 
in compliance with the promises he had made to the 
Cardinals, and on account of his desire to get rid of the 
obligation he was under to them, and to have the 
business off his hands, was a severe one ; whereby it 
seemed to be entirely of God that these six months 
were granted by the king of Portugal to the Jews, in 
order to enable them to quit that realm freely, for 
which purpose they have a safe conduct provided them. 
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We are well aware that men have reason to regret 
being separated from their native countrj, their wives, 
and their children. But they^ and even those that 
have children, must expose themselves to every thing 
in eikchange for their redemption from captivity, for 
there are many self-evident reasons why not a single 
individual of our nation should remain in Poi tuij-al, and 
refuse to come hither. The hrst of these reasons is, 
that God remembers us and sets us at liberty, as He 
did those who were in Egypt. The second (which 
ought to be remembered) is, that however innocent 
soever they be, they are liable to be put to death at 
Lisbon. The third is, that the king and ambassadors 
have determined to establish as rigorous an inquisition 
over them as that which is in force in Castile. The 
fourth is, their great rejoicings at the time of the exe* 
cution of the acts of faith, insomuch so that when they 
burn persons they have banquets, show themselves at 
the windows, and erect platforms as they would do on 
occasions of great festi^ls and bull-fights. The fifth 
is, that all persons of the envied race are so much dis- 
liked by the people ; of which a practical proof was 
exhibited in the unfavourable reports made of thera 
in the Cortes. The sixth is, that when they arrest a 
man, they deprive him of his estate, as is the custom 
in Castile, and allow him but two maravedis a day for 
his support. The seventh is, that, notwithstanding men*s 
innocence of the crimes imputed to them ; in order to 
escape punishment, they confess their guilt and sue for 
mercy: whereby they forfeit the possession of their 
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children and estates, and go begging £coni door to doos 
for the loye of God/ and if the personB of whom they 

beg be householders they demand of them their estates^ 
for they find their own to be legally forfeited^ as hap* 
pened in Castile not long Binoe, when judgment was 
given against one Labaredas, Let your Honors con- 
sider these and other things, of which it is needless to 
remind you : and since God is pleased, of His mercy, 
to remember this people, it becomes you not to show 
yourselves ungrateful for it, but to escape from so many 
discomforts, and to be thankful for such goodness as tliis 
which He showeth you in providing you with a port to 
escape from the power of your enemies : those who are 
allowed the privilege of quitting that kingdom and come 
with their wives, will do well to escape from their 
present oppression, and have reason to regret not having 
done so before. Now since you have the opportunity, 
have the sense to avail yourselves of it and come ; for 
this country is rich, fertile, and extensive — a country 
in which you may live and enjoy yourselves. It 
is expedient that the poor should come in company 
with the rich and assist them in the management of 
their estates; for when the people went forth out of 
Egypt, both rich and poor escaped from the land. 
Blessed may he be considered that lendeth a helping 
hand and thereby diminisheth the severe fatigue of hiB 
relatives ! Let not the poor suppose that, owing to their 
poverty, they shall be in want of any thing, for all who 

• A tradf ver^^ extensively carried ou in the present day by the 
ChrisUans of Spain. — Translator, 
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have hitherto come here> have soon t^ter their arrival 
been richly supplied with all the necessaries of life, and 
filled with joy at having escaped, through God's handj 

from their subjectiou and captivity. 

Now, ye gentlemen of the envied race, who dwell 
yonder, we should be glad to know what entailed estates 
ye have, which can make it worth your while to abide 
so many hasards* We tell you that though ye lead the 
Hfe of St 4>ugu6tine, this will be of no avail to you, ex* 
cept with God ; for should ye be accused before the peo» 
pie, ye will assuredly be punished, your properties will 
be sold, your children wQl be degraded, and in order to 
punish you, the evidence of two witnesses will never be 
wanting ; nay, to obtain their freedom, your slaves will 
state things to have happened that never did happen. 
Since this is so evident^ ye ought to rouse yourselves from 
your lethargy, to be watchful and to follow my counsel; 
for if ye do not, ye will deserve severe punishments, 
without being able to allege either reason or ignorance 
when called to account, which God forbid ; for Grod 
preserveth man in three ages, and even the last of these 
is good, and all of them are good. Wherefore, gentle* 

men, ye should all of you iu general and each of you 
in particular take this into consideration, and should 
exert yourselves to comfort ope another in your journey 
to this land of Italy ; for now is the time that the men 
are known who will liberate themselves from their 
present troubles (for ye are aware that ye have a sharp 
sword suspended over your heads by a single thread), 
and not when wAi man's offeiices ar^ brought forward 
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(wliich God neither order nor permit !). Many of die 

envied race have immoveable property in rortut^al, 
which it will be painful to them to abandon and forfeit; 
others who must necessarily have goods scattered aBool 
in different places will not be able to collect them to- 
gether; all these mnst do the best they can to ernan* 
cipate themselves from such terrible misfortnnes ; for 
they who had immoveable property in Castile were 
punished as well as those who had mnch property lent 
out ; and as things present must be judged of by thingt 
past, let all whom it may concern look to their own 
affairs and beware of trusting to bulls of protection, fair 
in such times as these, those bulls will avail them 
nothing, for I well recollect a man being hanged at 
Lisbon with the privileges suspended from his nedr; 
I remember also that as Count Benavente was killing 
a man who had the king's own royal security or 
privilege, he said to Ferdinand : * I would sooner have 
taken from him some good cuirasses.' Wherefore let 
all beware of God's wrath, when they begin to do 
execution (which God forbid !}, and no blame ought to 
be imputed to them for procuring the estabUshmenl of 
an inquisition in their country like to that in Castile ; 
for the king's heart is in the hands oi God^ who is 
served in all that he doeth. 

"Let the persons who come bring with them all 
things needful for their support, and they had better 
bring all that they do not immediately require in bilk 
of exchange on Lyons, Vcmce and otlier towns i:: Italy. 
Let the bills be drawn on two persons in whom ye can 
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place the greatest confidence, and let it be expressed in 
them that each of the two persons is bound for the 
whole amonnt of the bills drawn upon Mm, and that the 
payment of so many golden crusados or escudos is to 
be made in gold ; for should it be merely stated that 
the payment of so many crusados is to be made> this 
expression will imply payment in coins worth only 
336 maravedis apiece; whereas the cnisados and 
eecudos go for 320, and the golden crusado is worth 
368 maravedis. I say that some well*disposed men 
ahottld come over land to France, Lyons, and Geronai 
for the security of the bills they may bring ; and let 
those who bring merchandise come to Flanders^ France, 
and Genoa ; and should they go in that direction, the 
Arragonese^ ships are fine vessels and have good crews. 
Persons who go by La PuUa expose themselves to 
danger, and the safest way is through France, Antwerp, 
Genoa, and Civita-Vecchia, near Rome; further in*- 
formation can be obtained there. Blessed be He that 
ordereth the times and maketh the firmament above 5 
and cursed be every one of my nation who shall not 
listen to my counsel and act upon it I and if he refuse 
to leave that kingdom for a place of safety, upon him 
and all who are disobedient, as well as upon their wives 
and children, and upon all the people of this nation, 
may the following curses fall, and fall so heavily that 
-when they die they cannot be buried in a double tomb. 
Cursed be the hour of your birth. May every hour 

* Ko part of the present praoinee of Arragon extends to the seft^ 
but the ancieiit kingidom of that name indnded Valencia. — TrambOoft 
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oi your lives be sad and defiled with tbe red blood of 
the calf which your &thers worshipped. May ye ex- 
perience dreadful grief of your own creation and mx" 
mixed sorrow; may the scab be upon you, upon all 
your race^ and upon your children. May every thing 
in the world run counter to your prosperity. God 
smite you with the plague wherewith He slew those 

v>'ho left the swine's flesh in Egypt. Such calamity 
enter into your gates, that ye and your families may nse 
in the morning crippled like the rister of Moses. May 
ye be stoned like those who were discovered gathering 
wood on the sabbath-day. May fire break out in your 
houses and bum yon, as it broke out in the tent of 
Korah and burnt him and his company. May ye and 
all your descendants be ashamed and go down to hell 
together, like Dathan and Abiron, The curse of mount 
Gilboa be upon you and ail your posterity. May ye 
be burnt like those who would have stoned Moses and 
Aaron. May ye fall into the hands of justice, as did 
the Israelites. May se]|)ents breed in your houses to 
bite you as they bit those whom God punished for mur- 
muring against Him, May every house ye inhabit be 
accursed and excommunicate^ and may stones fall upon 
you as ye enter them, as the walls of Jericho lell. 
May ye be robbed in the court of the Palace or in 
the house of India. Such misfortune befal you and 
your wives in the end of your dark days as befel 
the wile of the Levite in the city of Gibeon. May 
the hand of the Lord be uplifted against you to smite 
you in the extremities of your bodies, and may ye rot 
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like the men of the citieB of Gazor. Accursed and ex* 
eommanicate be all your race and all your children^ and 

may your bodies be cast to the dogs^ like that of the 
prophet in Selva. May evil come upon you, and may 
your heart be broken for some treasonable crime in 
which ye shall be detected, and may ye be hanged 
like Ahitophely David's brother-in-law. May your 
toes bo cut off, as were those of the men of the tribe 
of Judah. Cursed be ye, and may ye be slain by wUd 
animals and savage beasts, as the captive youths whom 
EUsha cursed were slain by bears. May ye be sold in 
the lands of the Moors, as the Jews were sold in 
Egypt by Ptolemy. May ye be carried piecemeal 
out of your houses, as king Antiochus was by the 
priests of the temple. May ye be constrained to eat 
swine's flesh. May ye and your children be hanged 
by the neck, as the Jews were in the city of David, 
by command of Anteus. May ye be ignominionsly 
hanged by the Queen's command, as Haman was by 
command of Esther, in accordance with the dream that 
he dreamed. May all I have said come upon you, 
if ye refuse to depart from that kingdom : accursed be 
ye all, as I say, while my house and those who live 
in it eontinne in freedom and peace, and in security 
from all mishaps, while we enjoy our good acquisitions 
in these extensive lands, which are lands of promise 
here, and which ye refuse to ex^oy, and do not deserve 
to see.'* 

The new Christians of Portugal did not much ap- 
preciate the CO uuisel given them in this letter^ for 
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they continued to lire in that kingdom : which diows 
that they were not so much perseonted there as wit 
imagined: only they could not patiently endure that 
in cases of inquisition, the property of criminals should 
be confiscated ; and in order to repair the mischief 
resulting there&om, in the year 1577 they made 
a composition with king Sebastian, paying him two 
hundred and twentj-£ye thousand ducats, in consi« 
deration of which, they obtained security from him 
that for ten years they should not be molested in their 
possessions.^ This point being settled, many of the 
Jews still living in sedusion in Spain, who had sum* 

culously escaped from the clutches of the Inquisition^ 
went into Portugal, where they increased to a great 
extent Others, unwilling to forsake their country, 
remained in Spain. Of both these Jewish clans, the 
number who cultivated the study of literature wm 
great 

In the solemn auto de f6 celebrated at ScTiile on 
the 14th* of April, 1660, eighty persons (men and 
women included) were punished for judaizing. Many 
effigies, representing criminals in exile in foreign lands 
(which, fortunately, the barbarous scourge of the Inqui* 
sition did not reach), were reduced to ashes^- One of 
these exiles was Captain Enrique Enriques de Fais» 
better known by the name of Antonio Henriques 

7 OU Gonzales Dkvila, Vida f hkhM id Fdi^ UL IL« 
cap. 16. — Tramtkitor. 

8 Llorenta tsji tht tkirieenth ; cap. xlviii., aao 1660 : ia the 
diapter, spesking of this auto de he ofdj ia«|tiima two or test 
penom who were ponUhed. — Trouh/tor* 
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Gomez, a resident at Seville, knight of the order of 
San Migueii and son of another Portngeae judaister^ 
named Diego Henriquez Villanueva. 

It is reported of this man that^ once when he waa 
at Amsterdamy he chanced to meet a Spanish friend 
of his lately arrived in that country, and on the latter 
aajring to him. Oh! sehor £nriquez, I saw your effigy 
burnt at SemUe^ he immediately burst out laughing 
and answered, / do not care a Jig for that? 

Antonio Enriquea Gomes wrote some works in 
prose and verse,^ of which the best known is M 
sigh Pitagorico y vida de Don Chregorio de Gmdam : 
this book is written with extreme grace and elegance, 
though in very flowery language. He also composed 
several comedies of mediocre merit, among which may 
be reckoned. La prudente AhigM, A lo que obliga d 
honor i Amor con vista y cor dura. Contra el amor no 
hay enganos, &c. 

[The author proceede to give an aeeomt of several 
Jewish poets, with specimens of whose poetry 
he fiUs ten or twehe pages, which I shail not 
inflict upon the reader.-^Dranslator,] 

* The expression in the origmal is alld me lot dentodat: literally 
txmwlate4» it will not make sense, but I hay? given its meaninf- 
according to the Dictionazy of the Eoyal SpaniBh Academy. — Tram' 
later. 

La culpa del primer peregrinot Hoham, 1044, Ma^d, 1735, a 
poetical work. LuU dado de Dios d Luif y Jntutt y Sammd dado da 
DioB d Elcana y Amflt Paris, 1645» in prose. Politica angiluM^* 
Roham, 1647> in prose. La torrede Ba&iYonta,* Koham, 1649, Madrid, 
1670, in prose. Academxaa moraletde laa Musm^* Madrid^ 1660, Bar- 
celona, 1704, a poetical work. [• These three works are not mea-. 
tioned in Don Joe4 £odrigiieii die Caatro^a Bibl, de los Bab. Esp,— 
frmBkOor,] 
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Great it the namber of SpanUh Jew» who wrote 

works on jurisprudence, philosophy, morality, mathe- 
maticSf and medicine, besides translations o£ the Old 
Testament, and Commentaries upon it. 

Among the eminent physicians of the Jewidi per* 
suasion there was a noted one in the sixteenth century^ 
named Juan Bodrigo, a native of Castelo Branco, who 
from fear of the Inquisition iied to a free countrjr, 
where he published seYeral works j some of them 

under the name of Amato Lusitano, others under that 
of Juan Rodriguez de Castel Blanco. The aim of hia 
writbgs was to give instructions for the preservatiom 
or restoration of human health.'^ 

Just at this time liyed Cristo?al Acosta,^ a native ef 
Africa, whose parents were Jews ezpdied fimn Spain : 
this man, after many years' pilgrimage in Asia, came 
to the Peninsula, professed Christianity^ atad settled 
in the city of Burgos, where he published a work en- 
tituled, TrfUado de las drogas y medtcinas de ku Indian 
mi$ pbmioi dibff^ttdasidfrico par OHMmI 
Acosta, midico y cirujano que las via ocularmente, tfm 
tamo en Ho. 1578. (Treatise on the drugs and mediciBea 
of the East Indies^ with the phmts that produce Aem, 
drawn to the life^ by Cristoval Acosta, physician and 

Ai ffft ^ Trtnltinf pflnEOfli WTiiiS'BBiiCit to fh TiMnHtt n^»^^^ ^ 
CMtSDo ASw^ in duos prions libros 1HoiMfUBi» Antncvpto piiK 
dienmt anao 16SS." Albert BaUer, BmaOma JWambo, lib. 
dp* 8S. JoaS Bodrignei de Caatio, in bia Bib. da loa Bab. Ap^ 
aafa lie died at Tlieiaalonica . — lVam<gter> 

It Xbla fimums pbyaieiaa and surgeon la not manHoned bjr Jkm. 
^TinU ITiMliifm 1 itfi rMtrn. in hii ITffiUntnri dnlna iratilnna npifiiiiaa 
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surgeon, who saw them with his own eyes. One volume 
4to. I578> 

The fint p6flOIl who wrote the mediemal history 

of the East Indies was the Portuguese doctor, Garcia 
de Orte: thk woA he committed to the press at Gioftt 
and gaye it the following title t CbloquiM doe simples, 
drogaSf ^ cousas medidnais da Indict, (Colloquies ou 
the simples, drugs, and mediciiial things of India)." 

Though this work possesses considerable merit, not 
merely from being the iirst of its kind^ but also because 
it proceeds £rom the pen of to learned a man as Grarcf a 
de Orta, it is disfigured by many serious errors. Let 
US hear what Gaspar Acosta says of these CoUoquies, 
in the prefiice to his treatise on the drugs and medicines 
of the East Indies. 

" As this work of his treats of divera medicines, 
plants, and other things pertaining to hamim health, 
so does it introduce much useless and irrelevant matter; 
for in this treatise he was obliged to adopt the form 
of dialogues, in which the speakers are wont to amuse 
themselves and wander horn the main subject, and at 

1* AidbalBi^paititiaiislBted these Cofogiij^ Into Italiaii« and bid 
tbem printed at Yenice in 15S2. Gnoliit duains put them Into 
Latin Ibr die me cf die Gtennans, and Antoine CkiQIii Into Prendi 
Ibr the benefit of bis ooontrymea. Other Ibreign "writen have made 
longandezoeUentoomnMntaiiesoiidiieirork. Albert HieUer, speak* 
ing of the anther of it In the firit volnme of hit Bib^oiheea Bottmica 
[]ib.T., cap. 314], says, (Teiviai oS Orta prtmtu glaciem fregit ipsamqim 
imktmm vidit, [Glnaina'a iroik beam 13iIb title: Anmaiim «f mm- 
plickm m B dieam m t or u m 0piti Mo9 fmomiikm Mdoiiim, pHmum 
Jhm I mif tm itm ^loXeyiMSi ooNMf^ a D, Ctar^fo eft Bort^, 
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every step we meet with numerous errors: the good 
fame and credit of the author will not allow ne to 
attribute these to him, but to the carelessness of the 
printers at Goa, where he wrote and where printers are 
not so expert as in these parts i still these errors do not 

fail to annoy and dibgust the reader. Tliis work had 
another serious defect, viz. the omission of the paintings 
and drawings of the plants ; this was owing to Dr. Orta " 
having been occupied with graver matttrs which were 
of more importance to him. Thinking that this book 
might be of great use to onr nation, were the good 
things contained in it pointed out and demonstrated hj 
illnstrations and figures for the better nnderstandiiig 
of them ; persuaded too that this could only be done 
by an experienced eyewitness of the plants ; and aea- 
Ions for the good of my country, and moved thereto 
by the love which I owe to my neighbours ; I deter- 
mined on executing this task, and on making eauek 
drawings of each plant, taken from its original root, 
as well as of many other things which I have seen.**** 

So then if Garcia de Orte be deserring of greet 
credit for having been the first to make known in 
his vulgar tongue the medicinal history of the Tast 
territory of the East Indies, Gaspar de Acosta deseme 
no less credit for having added thereto and corrected 
it| as well as for having represented in small drawings 

Carolus Olusius's book is iUustrated with bemutiful engmr^^^, 
which Niool&s Antonio says were not copied from Aootta's work. 
**Clu8iu8 stirpium iconiBmos h Costa editos, vi ituptM^ fruT**^*^ 
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the greater part of the plants, of which, in the course 
of his treatise^ he demonstrated those virtues, excellent 
qualities^ and properties^ which render them beneficial 
to human health. 

licentiate Juan de Costa, Professor in the Unirar* 
sity of Salamanca, was in the habit of sayings that after 
a careful comparison of hoth books^ he came to know 
* that Orta only dreio the <nUUneif and that Acoita JUkd 
in the vivid colours ^ for what the former had begim 
the latter completed*^ 

The same licentiate, a friend of the author, likewise 
observes that this work was not, like any other, 
prepared in the quiet of his native country, but during 
a sad and bitter captivity, which Acosta had to endure 
in Africa, Asia, and China. One may well conceiye 
the pains it cost him while there, to make trials and 
experiments upon all the plants and drugs about which 
he has written."^* 

He not only made his own observations, and con- 
sulted all the Greek, Latin, and Arabic authors who 
have treated on the subject, but in his wanderings 
through the Indies communicated upon it with the 
best and most distinguished Arab, Persian, Turkish, 
Brahminical, Chinese, and Malay physiciaxis, not to 

KiooiUui Antonio spealES thus of Acoata: GhristciplMriis Da 
Costa. . . . Afiicana et Aeiatioa longl tempons peregrinatione, muhii- 
q[ii0 eipenmentis, etittm inter barbaias iUiui orbis gentes In oap- 
titilate^ et nnunnis manens, medieam artem et botamcam, qnibua 
fese addizenit, egregi^ pramovit aeiSbeiiB (mutuatua tamen magnam 
partem ^ Oaroia do Oita, quod neo ipse dJaaimnlat)." Hi^, 
pnder iracd GhbibiofhorvSi— IWaiaftito*, 
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neiitioii tluM of odiear ooimtriei who fived in that 

age.'' 

TiuM WIS he enabled to write hk woik with eo 

mucli effect, and to call it a true reprcsentatio}i and 
kkmmt of many medicinal pkmU unknown and unseen i 
8y any andent wriiere 10&O haffe hamBed ihi$ eubfseL 

When Acosta committed this treatise to the press^ 
he was engaged in the comporition of a longer and • 
more daborate one^ which was to give a fall description 
of the principal herbsj plants^ fruits^ birds, and animalsi 
terrestrial as well as aqnatiCi that are found in the East 
Indies, of which, up to that time, drawings had not 
been taken^ and of which| till then, very little had 
been writt^ by physicians and philosophers. Bat, to 
the extreme regret of the literati, either Acosta was 
oTortaken by death ere he completed his task^ or if 
he did accomplish it» his work has not yet come to 
light." 

Cristoval Aocsta's book was afterwards translated 
into Italian'* with this tide: Notiee of the Drugs of 
India, and published at Venice in 1585. It was like- 
wise translated into French by Antoine Collin. 

» "Hbrd KaUbarid 800 Tabnls snpnt mOle stupium Sguna 
coatmait, et Ooromanddim medkiB nuilto nugoffem in le horbails 
diligentiam inesM demonstnnt, qaatn Tel in Gnsds iaienit, yel 
dmm. tnte dusiiim et Oesnenim in Bimpnis." Albert Kdlei^s 
BibKotkMa MiMiMd, lib. i. cap* 1«— IWMflaAr. 

See Niodis Antonio's Bib. ffiip., under word Cbbiiiofbobos. 

» B7 Fhmoisoo Zdetti: its Italian tiOe is MM Di CkHH^ 
jpkaro Amufa, 4^H0iMie, UtdkQ d CAInsyv. I faate not seen Antoina 
CoUin's work.— rVwuArtor, 
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The Spanish Jews not only practised medicine with 

80 much beue£t to the humaa raccj but devoted them- 
selm to the study of history as well. One of these 
was Pedro Teixeira," who published a book with this 
title: Fedro Teixeira: JJe el origen, descendencia y 
Bueeiim de lot r^yu d» Fenia y Harmuz, y detm via^ 
hec/io por el mismo autor dende la India hasta Italia 
par Uerra. Amberes 1610. (Fedro Teizera's account 
of the origin, descent, and succession of the kings of 
Persia and Harmuz^ and of an overland journey from 
Italy to Indiaj taken by the same author. Antwerp, 

The best historical account of Persia that has been 
written will be found in this work: it is based on 
Persian manuscripts, and particularly the Chronicler 
Tarik'^ Mirkond*B narrative* Teizeira was> perhaps, 
the only author who introduced foreign names into 

VThe rathor is mistaken : in the Pxefiuse to bis History (p. iii.) 
Teiauiia uasyB that he wrote the flnt book of it in PortngoMe, which 
vas his mother-tongue {mi imgua matenw Park^ima)^ but was 
recommended by his Mends to publish it in 8psziiidi» and that, fol- 
lowing the advice given him, he translated it mfo thai kmifuage, in 
whicli he also wrote the second book of his history. — Trmulator, 

^ When Don Jose Rodriguez de Castro Ibnned his Biblioteca de 
loa Rabinoa Espanulu^ he had not Teixera's work before him, for he 
gives no further account of him than this : " Pedro Twrwra: he is 
thos cited by Barrios, in the 68th page of his JModon die Im pOtittM 
EtpanoU* — Pedro Tcireira tramlated the history of the king* of Persia 
from Persian into Spanish : he wrote an account of his journey irom 
India to Italy, and died at Verona." [In Spanish handwriting, the 
letters r and x are very much alike. — Translator,] 

This word should have been omitted : Teixeira says in his 
Preface (p. iv.) that Tarii^ means a ekroniekf and that Taxik liiikond 
signifies Mirkond's Ohronide.— rromfti^or. 
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tbe Gastilian language just as they were written and 

pronounced [in their own] ; a thing which other Spanish 
hUtorians have not done. His reasons for doing so 
are the following: ''Proper names, whether of mem 
or places or of anything else, may strike you as being 
harsh and difficult to be pronounced : I might euStf 
have 'accommodated them to our vernacular tongue, 
but preferred putting them in their own chaiacters 
because of the confusion which is usually prodaeed fay 
altering them *, for if writers or translators of histories 
bad always adopted the plan of describing persons and 
countries as described in their own language, aad 
bad not altered their orthography, we should have much 
less difficulty than we now experience in understaiidiiig 
who those persons were, and what those countries are.^* 
But bidding adieu to my notices of eminent Jewish 
writers, it is time to enter upon the examination of 
a question which has not yet been treated of by any 
of those who have employed their pens to narrate 
the acts of the Holy Office. The Inquisition w«s 
established^ for the purpose of eradicating Judaism; 
but Judaism maintained its ground till the Inquintioii 
Wf» abolished. This assertion, which has not yet been 
made by any author, may require to be confirmed by 
strong proofs this I am about to produce for the pur- 
pose of undeceiving many who still belieyc they stt m 
this barbarous tribunal the bulwark of the Catbolic 
faith, whereas in reality it has been a mere Ibrtreas 

fourth page cfbUVxettcc^TrentUtior^ 
*> NominaUy* — Trmuiator, 
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(alclizar) of fanatidsm— an upholder of eiror^ instead of 
m atrong ann to repress it. After the Inquisition had 

been established at Seville forty years, the number of 
persons bnrnt in that Archbishopric alone exceeded 
four thousand, and in Andalusia alone the number of 
persons reconciled^^ and expatriated was above a hundred 
thoosand.'* At this time more than five thousand houses 
were bhut up: their occupants (eitLer destroyed by 
fire, or compelled by forfeiture of property to depart, 
or else driven by fear into foreign lands,) were ex- 
terminated by tke fury of the Holy Office. To these 
destructive acts perpetrated by the tribunal at Seville, 
let those be added which were done by the other 
tribunals ot Spain. In the year 1501, at a single act 
(auto) sixty*seven women were reduced to ashes at 

Toledo lor judaizing. 

It is not my intention to give a detailed narrative of 
the autos-de-f6 directed agunst the Jews by the Phari'- 
saical Inq^uisition in the sixteenth, seventeenth, and 
eighteenth centuries, for besides the difficulQr of such 
«n undertaking, I should weary the reader; I shall 
therefore content myself with relating those autos at 
iirhich certain persons of note went forth to meet their 
fate, or certain individuals, in defiance of the tribu- 
nal's wrath, persisted unto death in adhering to their 
law. 

^ Kcconciliatioii : *' Absolution from censures incuned by a bm* 
He who confesses and repents." LLordnte'ls QloBtary of tenns peculiar 
to the Holy Office. — Translator, 

Bemaldez, cap. 44. P&innia, Be Saxtet* Inquis. lib. u. [tit. iii« 
<sap. 8. — TramkUor,] 
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In the report ts£ the auto-de-fd oelebialed at Mexico 

in the year 1549, we read the following statement 
respecting the execution of several judaizing crimiuals: 
Thirteen Tictims in person were rdazed^ and easi 
into the burning-place; all of whom, through mercy, 
were strangled before they were bamt» except TomAs 
Trebino de Sobremonte^ in consequenoe of his insoleni 
rebellion and the diabolical fury with which (even 
though he began to feel in his beardji before he waa 
placed on the scaffold, the fire that awaited him,) he 
burst forth into execrable blasphemies," and drew the 
blazing faggots towards him with his feet« In the same 
£re they also consumed the bones of seventy persons 
together with their efBgieSj besides those corresponding 
to ten fugitives."*' 

Licentiate Juan Paez dc Valenzuela, author of the 
account of the general auto-de-f& eelebrated in the city 
of Cordova in the year 16^5, speaks in the following 
terms of Manuel Lopez, one of the relaxed : Though 
all possible means and all particular pains were taken 
to bring him to the knowledge of the truth, they were 
ine^fectuaL On asking him whether he had resolved 
at last to renounce his obstinacy, he answered that he 
was travelling on the road of truth, that all other roads 

^ In the Holy Office lingo, persons oondemned hj the Inquisitan 
and then handed over to the aecular axm in order to be burnt, were 

relaxed. — Translator. ] 

2" If a man died while his trial was pending in the court of the 
Inquisition, and after his death he were condemned by that tribunal, 
his body was exhumed and burnt, as woll as his effigy: when a 
fugitiTe was condemned, he waa merely burnt in eifigy.— 2Vaiw6itor« 
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were wrong, and that he sought the salvation of hi« soul, 
which was secured to him by that law of his. After he 
had been admitted to freqaent audiences before the 
CouncU, which was composed of numerous lawyers and 
learned qoalifiers^ of this Holy Office^ who endeavoured 
to remove his errors and bring him to acknowledge the 
(truth, he all along persevered in his stubborn obstinacy, 
and asserted that the law which he obeyed was the law 
of truth which ought to be observed. Continuing in 
his obstinacy and obduracy, he was sentenced to relax- 
ation and handed over to the arm of the Royal Justice 
to be burnt alive. It was about nine o'clock at night, 
when the Royal J ustice had got ready the executioner; 
alguasils, ministers, criers, and beasts, on which they 
mounted the relaxed and led them out of the city to 
a spot appointed for the burning^place, called El Mat'i- 
rubial/ this is a level plain, on which was erected 
marble gallows, near which were five boards, with a 
ring attached to one of them, and a great heap of faggots 
ready. On their arriYal at the place, they applied the 
garrgte to the three women and the aforesaid Antonio 
Jjofez ; and as soon as the strangling of these persons 
was accomplished, they piled up the faggots, to which 
they set fire a^d cast intp the ^mes one by one th^ 

SB M TheologUmB appointed by the tribunpl of the liiqiuBitioii to 
fTgymluft books and propositions^" Dicdonary of the Boyal Spanish 
AfadiPiny.— 2V»i»i*toftif. 

«• •*Jai ixon instmment applied to the throats of eriminalsi by 
whieh they axe strangled." Biotxenary of the Boyal Spanish Aoav 
demy. ^ThmtAildr* 
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effigies of the relaxed, in the names of the penoos 

whom those effigies represented. When this was done, 
they placed the said pertinacious Manuel Lopez on the 
board with the ring attached to it« and commeneed 
burning it whilst h^ was alive. Before they lighted 
tl|e part on which he was standings ail the DondnicaOy 
Franciscan, Carmelite, Trinitarian, and Jesnitical monks 
who had accompanied him and the olherSj tooi£ singular 
pains and showed much affection in their endeavonia to 
convert him ; and as this was impossible— ibr the tears 
and entreaties of his parents who had jast been bumty 
and who had more than once this day attempted, with 
apparent sincerity, to effect his conversion, were of no 
avail — they kindled the fire more fiercely, though with- 
out elidting from him the slightest token of contrition. 
Such was the subjection to which the devil had reduced 
his soul and body, and snch his obstinacy, inflexibility, 
and obduracy ! though, in consequence of this, the fire 
in its wrath got such a powerful hold on his body as to 
leave him and the others who were burnt with him 
reduced to a cinder; and such was the concourse of 
people that had come out to witness this doleful speo- 
tacle, that, although the site was a spacioas plain, neither 
coaches, horses, nor huinan beings could move ! It is 
well worthy of notice, for the confusion of these and all 
other Jews,*' that a Franciscan monk having, before 
Manuel Lopez's head was put inside the ring, proposed 
to him some strong reasons why he should acknowledge 

A sensible man would read InqiUnton instead of /mm*— TVwit- 
kUor, 
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our Lord Jesus Christ and renounce his errors, he 

answered him^^— 

« ♦ • • • 

These were the fruits which the Inquisitors reaped 

of the barbarous punishments inflicted on the persons 
of judaizers, and of their attempts to convert them to 
the Christian faith, at the moment when they were 
going to be reduced to ashes for not embracing it. 
Hence it appears that the judges of the Holy Office 
surpassed in cruelty the heathen in the times of Nero ; 
for the latter never required of the Christians whom 
he put to death that they should turn psgans at their 
dying hour. 

Don Jos^ de Fellicer, in his notices (avisos) of August 
the iSndy 1644, says, An act was kept by the Inquisition 
at Valladolid, and among those who sufiered punishment 
was one Don Francisco de Vera, son of Don Lope de 
Vera, a knight of St Clement and a man yery respects 
ably connected ; his accuser was his own brother : he 
had been six years in prison* They burnt him alire 
for denying the Messiah's advent and other articles of 
the faith, though in point of birth and lineage he 
wanted nothing to make him an old Christian. He 

interpreted the Bible in his own way ; it was impossible 
for him to be converted, and he hnaiiy died, impenitent 
and obstinate, in the law of Moses/* 

In the notices of August the 9th, in the same year, 
we likewise read these words : They tell many tales 
about that unfortunate wretch who was burnt alive 

*^ The wordrt omitted are grossly lilaaphemou8.^2Vafufti^« 

Q2 
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for judaiamg at the auto of Valladolid, and declare 
that he was nicknamed Juda$ the Bdiever.** 

There were many criminals who courageouslj defied 
the wrath of their judges, for whom they showed su- 
preme contempt and even derided them, and went so 
far as to scoff at all the ceiemonies performed at the 
auto6-de-f<§. In the report of the act celebrated at 
Mexico in the year 1569, we read these words: "Fran- 
cisco Lopez de Aponte, a most contumacious and ma- 
licious atheist, while on the platform resembled a derfl 
emitting sparks from his eyes, and beforehand gave 
signs of his eternal condemnation. When they carried 
him from the half-moon or steps to the centre of the 
theatre to hear his sentence, he walked with a hangh^ 
air, and instead of standing np on the raised platferm, 
as he ou!j;lit to have done whilst his sentence was 
reading, he soon sat down. When he returned to 
the half-moon, mocking the confessors who assisted 
the other condemned persons (for this horrid fellow 
refused to accept their services and remained alone 
by himself), he said, What think ye, falhen f hm» not 
I played my part well 

Not only did the Jews ridicule these mitie-and* 
cassock-executioners, but also made signs to each other 
to keep hrm in their adherence to their law, and endure 
with courage the death and martyrdom which nwaited 
them. In the nurraLive before cited, the ioUuwing 
Statement is made: Diego Diaa, whilst on the stage, 
absolutely declared himself to be a Jew, and both he 
and the two pulprits Aponte and Botello kept oa 
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making signs^ as if animating each other to die in their 
own lame faith : on being reproved bj one of the friars 
who attended upon him, he (Diego Diaz) replied, 
* WeU, father, u it not right toe ehoM exhort each 
other to die for OodP However^ on being answered 
tbat^ as a Jew^ he did not die for God, but rather in 
disgrace with and nnder offence to Him^ he became 
totally hardened, refusing any longer to hold the holy 
cross in his hand." 

In this manner did they act now that all other 
means of communication were denied them; for as 
the cruelty of the Inquisitors surpassed that of Dio- 
cletian, Nero, and those other Emperors who were 
the scourge of Christianity, they did not allow the 
criminals to get a sight of each other till the hour of 
punishment had arrived, nor did they at any time 
suffer them to speak to each other. The tyrants of 
Some did not hinder the martyrs from communicating 
with each other, either in prison or on their way to 
the scaffold, or at the time of their execution; but 
they were heathen emperors, while these were judges 
of the Holy Office of the Inquisition nnd divines ! 
Husbands were not even informed of the arrest of 
their wives till the hour of the auto-de-f4 had come, 
and even then, all they could do was to glance a 
{Parting farewell at each other, for they were forbidden 
to do so in words by those monsters of cruelty, un» 
wordiy to bear the title of men, much more of priests— ^ 
those monsters fiercer than cannibals, who, not obeying 
the letter of the Gospel which they did not understand, 
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but shielded with theological texts which they inter- 
preted as they chose, had stifled in their hearts every 
feeling of humanity, and were more worthy of belong* 
ing to the rank of beasts than of men ; and T am not 
disposed to class them with ail beasts, for the lion is 
a noble animal, whilst in them appeared only the desire 
to satiate themselves with human blood and the brutal 
ferociQr of tigers and hyenas! 

In the afore-cited narrative of the aato-de»ft cele- 
brated at Mexico in the year 1659, we read the 
following words : Francisco Botello behaved so shame- 
fully on the stage, that when one of the confessors who 
attempted to convert him from Judaism, begged him 
to consider whether he were in teart a Jew, for his 
wife was also there and had been put to penance, he 
lifted up his eyes to behold her with as much joy and 
gladness as if it had been the happiest day of his 
life, and made great exertions to speak to her; but 
this object he was unable to attain, for they removed 
him two steps lower down.** 

How many judaizers did not then endure with 
the greatest fortitude the horrible deaths appointed 
them by the Inquisitors ! At the third of those four 
autos-de-f6 celebrated at Majorca in lt)dl, in which 
thirty-four criminals, after being strangled, were com- 
mitted to the flames, three persons were burnt alive 
for being impenitent Jews: their names were Bafael 
Yalls, Bafael Terongi, and Catalina Terongi. "On 
seeing the flames near them,** says the author of the 
report, "they began to ^how the (pr^at^t (111711 atrug* 
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gling to free themselves from the ring to which they 
were bound, which Teroiigi at length effected, although 
he could no longer hold himself upright, and fell side* 
long into the fire. Catalina, as soon as the flames 
began to encircle her, screamed out repeatedly for 
them to withdraw her from thence, although uniformly 
persisting in her refusal to invoke the name of Jesus ; 
on the flames touching Vails, he covered himself, 
resisted, and struggled as long as he was able. Eeing 
£Eit, he took fire in such a manner diat, before the flames 
bad entwined around him, his flesh burnt like a fire* 
brand, and bursting in the middle, his entrails fell 
out.*'* 

Not only did the unhappy Jews undergo that most 
jbarful death appointed them by those oannibak who 
styled themsdves priests of God * but oftentimes did 
they cast themselves into the flames, in order that they 
might the sooner enter upon a happier state of exist- 
ence. Jos4 del Olmo, seeing that some criminals cast 
themselves into the fire, and knowing; how detrimental 
to the Inquisition, or at least to Christianity, the cruelty 
of the judges of the Holy Office had been, sets down 
these words in his narrative of the general auto-de-f^ 
celebrated at Madrid on the aOth of June, 1691: *'It 
may be objected by some incautious man that such and 
snok perscHia threw themselves into the flames— juat 

Francisco Gaxau. La ft tnunfante en cuatro autos ceIebrado4 
en Mallorca, el ano de 1S91. 

Mr. Ford styles the first Inquisitor Torquemada, not inappro* 
jpriately, thefnt priest qf Mobck^—t^Wiriaior. 
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ag if true courage and the senseless brutality exhibited 
in a culpable waste of life, to be foUowed by eternal 
ilamnation, were identical." As Olmo knew that those 
who died so heroicaUj were regarded as mar^. he 
anticipates the arguments of the Jews with this logic: 
''It is not their death but the cause for which they 
die that makes men martTis^ and error is frequeodj 
known to imitate the achieTements of truth.'* 

Notwithstanding all that has been written by the 
fanatical Olmo to please die gentlemen of the Inqm- 

Bition, whenever I reflect upon the constancy of the 
Spanish Jews in not abandoning their law, in spite 
of the wrath of the Holy Office, and the courage widi 
which they died when discovered and brought to 
punishment, I call to mind the words written by La* 
cifer. Bishop of Gagliari, in the fourth century of the 
Churchy to the Emperor ConstantiuSy in the name of 
all the other persecuted Christians. 

''Welcome the raging billows and Tiolent wUrl* 
winds to buiiet us at thy bidding. We shall con- 
tinue always more and more nnmoTeaUe; and fai from 

foundering in the storm, the greater the dangers that 
surround us, the mere ireely shall we breathe; ioi 
the Christian does not easily yield to wickedness, wai 
degrade himself by that weakness which follows iu 
oommissioni on the contrary, in proportion to the 
attempts made by tyrants to debase him, does he 
manifest the greatness of his soul. Persecution is on 
the increase; the glory of Jesus Christ's soldiers in- 
creases ec^ually; and far from being driven from the 
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palaestra by the application of tortures, those very 
tortures make us fly to the encoimter with additional 
agility. That this is true thyself wilt confess, when 
thou seest us appear in defence of the faith in all 
parta of the empire with like intrepidity, neither 
deceived by thy detestable blandishments, nor terrified 
by thy threats, nor overcome by the cruelty of thy 
tortures — ^seeing that we are strengthened by the 
Lord who hath promised to be with us till the end 
of the world. 

** Now seeing that we are covered with the shield of 
Jesus Christ, clad with the mail of liis holiness, and 
guided by His Spirit; moreover, keeping ourseWes 
inflexible in our resistance to any suggestion which may 
be offered with the view of inducing us to forget our 
dignity, we shall adhere to the course we have hitherto 
pursued. We are sensible to pain, it is true, when our 
bodies are tortured ; but we also show by our example 
that no violence can compel the wise man, in violation 
of his honor, to recede from his opinion and fixed 
determination ; and that it is highly advantageous to one 
to suffer for God, who is the truth itself. As for other 
matters, I care not whether thou orderest me to die by 
the driving of a nail into my head, impalest me alive, 
crucifiest me, roastest me by a slow fire, castest me down 
from a rock, or drownest me in the depths of the sea. 
Nor do I care whether my carcase becomes food for the 
birds and wild dogs, nor whether in thy sight and for 
thy cruel pleasure the wild beasts tear it in pieces and 
devour it, leaving nothing but the bare bones j for in 
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the end I shall find safety and appear unhurt in the 
presence of God J'** 

Ezpretsioni similar to these were uttered by the 
unhappy Hebrews when they were persecuted by those 
wicked Christiaiis. And let not those silly persons who 
still defend thfit odious tribunal, by the rule of con- 
traries styled Holy, presume to say that cruelty cannot 
fairly be imputed to its judges, becanse that after they 

had condemned a heretic, they declared him no longer 
subject to their jurisdiction, inasmuch as by his crime 
he had rendered himself amenable to the civil power, 
and that when they handed him over to it, they did 
not ask to have his life taken away. This proceeding 
of the judges of the Inquisition reveals the thorough 
hypocrisy of their character ; for when they delivered 
up the criminal to the secular arm, they acted like the 
Jewish priests who, though the real authors of our 
Saviour^s death, answered Pontius Pilate, when he 
urged them to judge Him aoeording to their law, thai 
U was not lawful for them to put any man to death I 
Hence we gather that, in wickedness and perversi^, 
Inquisiton and Pharisees were very much alike." 

Tliis and the preceding paragraph aie a mere enaly^ of % few 
passages from Ladftr's letter, whidi fflls tliirty-iiz pages of larger 
paper thsn tiiit and In amaller type. The letter oontaina arguments 
againat Axiaoiiam and le&gimia peneeatUms ; it is written with ths 
holdneaa (would I oould alao add the meelmeaa t) of a martTr. See 
SOth^nme of the CMIeotio BoeUdm Pairvm, Paxia, 1842.^2V«h«^ 
iafor. 

^ I waa trareUing finir yean ago from Santiago da Com» 
poiteUa to La Comfiat and aa I eat with the diligence driver, heard 
him call out hi a drawling tone to an nnraly mide^ **nia*eh-o-o-€^ 
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Let all who imagine that persecutions are the 
only means of bringing back to the bosom of the 
Church those who have departed from her, take 
warning from the events that occurred in Spain in 
connexion with the tribunal of the Holy Office. 
Tn the fifteenth, sixteenth, and seventeenth centuries 
they did nothing else but arrest and punish judaizers, 
as appears from the numerous accounts of autos- 
de-{6 printed in those times. Yet, in spite of all 
such severities, there were judaizers in Spain in the 
eighteenth century. On the S8th of October, 170S, 
Diego Lopez Dure, a native of Osuna, was burnt alive 
in the city of Seville at the age of twenty*^. In the 
same city also Fray Jos^ TXbx Pimienta was rednced to 
ashes in 17^0 ; and at other autos, celebrated in that city 
in the same century, the bones of Don Diego de Avila 
(a native of Malaga, and resident and administrator- 
general of the royal revenues of Carmona), Don Diego 
de Espinosa (a native of Alhama, and resident of Cadiz, 
and priucipal excise-officer in that city), Francisco Dias 

ma-ch-o-o-o, cm taa fio oomo la Inquiaid-on" (^BB^mndef kB^tmile, 
thou mt Of nffly «t <A« InquhitUmf) As h» was a man. of a 
humoroos diapoaition, I obaored to liim tliat fhe mule ahonld be 
called ^'Inqiikitor General;" to "vfbkStt he demuiied, saying "that 
althoiigh the obetbacy of the anhaal was quite equal to that of an 
InquiaitoT* he liBared the mole was a heretie» and oonaeqiieatljr 
that the compaziBoa "would not hold good on which I inlbnned 
him that an Inquisitor-ganeral had once hccn cimmoned to sppesur 
hdbre the tribunal of the Holy Office and answerthe chargeabroiii^ 
agalnat hinu His scruples were at once xGinoved» and Aa promk&d 
m» that ihs next muh he bought ihould bear the name of Turguemada, — 
Tranelator, 
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de Espinosa (also a native of Alhama and resident and 
administrator of revenues at Cadiz), were bumt^ as well 
as the bones or the persons of many unhappy prisoners 
punished for judaizing. 

So large was the number of the judaisers in the 
last century! The multitudes of them who dwelt in 
Cordova and its vicinity were also pun Ij. lied by the 
Inquisition with extreme cruelty. At Valladolid the 

same attenipU to eradicate Judaism were made, but 
without effect. Nearly three centuries had now elapsed 
since the establishment of the barbarous and iniquitous 
tribuaaij and during that period it had constantly and 
with persevering obstinacy laboured to destroy the 
large bodies of Jews residing in these realms under the 
garb of true Christians. 

In the seventeenth century, notwithstanding so many 
punishments, certain infamous placards were affixed to 
the principal houses in some of the cities and towns 
with diese words on them, himq liee the law of Moset 
and death to that of Christ, for all laws but the former 
are fake. There was but one man who attempted to 
put a stop to these evils, and at the some time to restore 
the want of population which Spam had brought upon 
herself by her two expulsions of the Jews and Moors. 
This man was the Count Duke of Olivares. 

To gain his ends, he ordered several Jews, who 
were descendants of those that had been banished from 
Spain, to come from Thessalonica and other cities to 
deliberate with him and help to devise a plan for their 
own and their countrymen's return to these kingdoms 
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and re-establishment in the same. With this object in 

view he tried to cut down the power of the Holy Office. 
The coming of these Jews and their stay at the court^ 
were much spoken against and opposed by the Council 
of the Inquisition as well as by the Council of State. 
But the Count-Duke, relying on his own powerful 
influence with the king, laughed at all their opposition. 

The Inquisitors now seeing that they were on the 
point of losing their power, as well as the property of 
so many unfortunate judaizers, which either was already 
or eventually would be confiscated, determined on re- 
presenting to Philip the Fourth the great injury which 
was now resulting to the integrity of the faith from the 
residence of those Jews at the Court. For this purpose 
Cardinal Santa Balbina^ Inquisitor-'general, appeared 
in the king's chamber and spoke to him with that bold 
zeal which the interests of himself and the rascals whom 
he had at his beck imperiously demanded. Philip the 
Fourth then remembered that he was son of Philip the 
Third, and grandson of Philip the Second, and allowing 
himself to be led by the arguments of the Inquisitor, 
he pledged his word that he would order the Count* 
Duke of Olivares to compel those Jews to retire, not 
merely from the Court, but also to depart from all his 
realms and seigniories. Thus were the good intentions 
of the faTOurite to repair the evils , from which Spain 
was suffering for want of population, commerce, and 
wealth, frustrated ; and so rapidly did these evils iiicreas^ 

It is Terf common in Spain to call Madri4 the Court.— 
Tran»iaior, 
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that they now began to threaten the downM of this 

uufortuDate and ever ill-governed monarchy. 

Bat what friiita did the King and Inquisitors reap 
of the constant persecutions raised against the ju- 
daizers t None that were of any service to them, if we 
except the confiscations. These men only brought 
odium upon the doctrines of the Gospel, which did not 
authorize them to perpetrate such atrocious and in- 
human acts* If ihis be not the case, let the defenders 
of the Inquisition show us how many Christians there 
were in foreign kingdoms where Jews dwelti and in 
which the tribunal of the Holy Office did not exist, 
that abjured their religion and conformed to the Mosaic 
law. In Spain, on the contrary, the more auto8*de-fi$, 
the more deaths and the niore losses of caste*' promoted 
by the Inquisitors, the more were the persons that 
judaized; and these individuals did not consist ex- 
clusively of persons belonging to the families of the 
punished, but of those also who were descended through 
all their branches from old Christians. Let Don Lope 
de Vera, who was burnt at ValladoUd in 1644, and Fray 
Jos^ Diaz Pimienta, who suffered at Seville in I70d, be 

adduced as instances of what I have just said. The 
judaizers, instead of deterring others by the example 
of their deaths, maBe new proselytes; for multitudes 
who witnessed the stedfastness and courage with which 
those unfortunate men underwent the dreadful punish- 
ment of the bonfire, were convinced that God had 
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animated their hearts in that bitter* and critical moment, 

and that, inasmuch as they obtained such a blessing as 
this from heaven, there could be no doubt whatever 
that they died in defence of the truth. Where- 
upon they canonized those men at martyrs^ and them- 
selves abjured the Christian religion^ and went over to 
the ranks of Judaism. And this is the reason why 
there were so many judausers living in Spain in the 
fifteeutiiy sixteenth, seventeenth, and eighteenth cen- 
turies, iu defiance of the wrath of the Inquisition : 
which is a very clear proof that persecutions were 
the means of inciting many to follow the Mosaic rite ; 
for in foreign kingdoms no Christian ever thought of 
becoming a Jew, while in our own . there were many 
who did so, and these, not persons in the lower ranks 
of life, but gentlemen and people highly distinguished 
in every department of literature4 Even at the com- 
mencement of the present century, or rather in the 
year iT99> a man named Lorenzo i^eitran was punished 
by the Inquisition of Seville for being a judaizing 
heretic. 

There were judaizers living in Spain till the time 
that the tribunal of the Holy 0£Sce was abolished 

in the war of independence, and though afterwards 
revived, it ceased to be a religious tribunal, but was 
converted into a political one ; in the prisons of which, 
persons who could not be charged with the commission 
of any crime, but whom the government considered it 
unsafe to allow to be at large, were confined iur an 
indefinite period. 
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Let the innumerable narratiyes of autos-de-fiS exist- 
ing in print and in manuscript from the fifteenth to 
the commencement of ^e present century be read, 
and hj them it will be known how large was the 

number of judaizers then living in Spain. And then 
let it be seen what is the number of Christians who 
now forsake the Evangelical doctrine and embrace the 
Mosaic law: — this will show that the Inquisition, 
instead of destroying Judaism, was, through its bar- 
barous and inhuman punishments^ the means of render- 
ing the Christian faith odious^ and of inducing many 
persons of note, who were attracted by the example 
of the martyrs burnt in its flames^ to go over to th^ 
ranks of Judaism, 
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A LARGE number of the Jews who escaped from 
Jerusalem, when that city was destroyed by Titos, 
settled in Spain, where they Kved unmolested. The 
ancient Spaniards, in the Council of Elliberis, began 
to issue decrees to their prejudice, but the inyasiou 
of Spain by the Guths hindered the enactment of 
decrees stiii more injurious to the Israelites. While 
the Goths continued in the Arian faith, the Jews 
lived free from oppression ; but as soon as the former 
were conyerted to Christianity, the unhappy Hebrews 
were cruelly persecuted by them. Every king and 
every council devised some new law against them 
more severe than any of those already existing. The 
fruit which the Goths reaped of their barbarous acts 
was the invasion of Spain by the Arabs and the over- 
throw of their empire. The Jews then assisted the 
conquerors with their arms, garrisoned the principal 
cities, and regained their liberty. 

As the Hebrews were not persecuted by the Arabs, 
the Christians suffered the former to live in peace 
in their territories. In those times flourished many 
learned Jews, particularly at Cordova. The Christians, 
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as soon as they began to conquer cities^ began also 
to oppress the Hebrews, and in proportion to the 
number of the cities they acquired, did they increase 
their oppressions of that race : and since many of the 
Christians owed large sums of money to the Jews, 
they excited the fanaticism of the people against them^ 
thereby causing frequent tumults and murders* In 

dread of these calamities, many of them became Chris- 
tians, especially after the famous dispute of the Spanish 
Babbins with Jeronimo de Santa Fi, in the presenoe 
of the An 11 pope Pedro de Luna. 

Ferdinand the Fifth, styled the Catholic^ being 
engaged in wars, of which his revenues would not 
cover the expenses, decided on establishing the tribunal 
of the faith for the purpose of filling his treasnry 
with the proceeds of the confiscations. 

He called upon several of the Jews to supply him 
with money to carry on the Granada war> and promised 
to pay them as soon as he shouki conquer that city. 
Instead of paying his debts, he ordered the Jews who 
refused to embrace Christianity to depart from Spain 
within the space of four months. 

In spite of its flames and of the robberies it com- 
mitted, the tribunal of the faith was unable to eradicate 
Judaism from Spain. Since the abolition of tliat tri- 
bunal, no Spaniard has abjured the Christian fsith f 
embrace the Mosaic law* 
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ADVERTISEMENT- 

2%efiMomng Imiruotiim^ vmiUn to PhUi^ the Second 

hy the illustrious Dr. Benito Arias Mo7itano {the 
S^Humh Jerome), a professed Monk of the order 
of Santiago in ike Royal Content of San Marcos 
de Leon, and one of the most distinyicished of the 
Do^t&rs who foere preserU at the Council of Trent^ 
is in manuscript, m the Ubrary of the Author of 
this History. 

■ 

INSTRUCTION FOR PRINCES KESPEGTING THE MANNER 

IN WHICH THE PATHBliUi OF THB COMPANY CON- 
OUOI XH£MS£LV£& 

That the order of the fathers of the Company in 
Christ's yineyard was planted by the work of the Holy 
Spirit, as a tree whicli was to produce both an antidote 
to the poison of heresy^ and flowers of reli^ous and 
Christian works^ of such exquisite sweetness that their 

very fragrance might constrain sinners to abhor the 

K2 
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bad odour of their sins and walk in the good path of 

repentance, is clearly shown by the manner in which 
this plant was put into the ground by its Erst cul* 
tivator, St Ignatius, of glorious memory; and troly 
may I say it \\as watered with the charity of those 
first fathers who gave it life; that it was cultivated 
according to its first planter's directions, and produced 
two branches, one of love towards God, the other of 
love towards our neighbour : and so, the fruits reaped 
in the good education of the young, in the conversiott 
of souls and the increase of the Catholic faith, were 
abundant ; but the devil, who labours as hard to destroy 
and undo the works and designs of God as others strive 
to carry them out, took such advantage of the very 
greatness and increase of this order as, in a short time,, 
to pervert the ends for which it was instituted , lor 
#ith as much subtiity as artifice, instead of those two 
first branches of charity (now nearly withered^ he 
grafted in two others, one of self-conceit, the other 
of expediency, from which such injury ia done to 
the Christian community as cannot, perhaps, be sur- 
passed ; — all which I purpose showing in the progress 
of this discourse, wherein I protest before God that 
I am nut iutluenced by interest or passion, but simply 
by my zeal for the public good (to promote which 
I was sent into the world), and by my desire that 
when Christian princes become acquainted with their 
arts and devices, they may make such provision against 
them as they shall judge it to be most expedient for 
them to {Qake. 
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Now it must be known that when £rst this order 
of the fathers of the Company was insdtated, efforts 
were made in many places to enlarge it, principally 
with the view to the education of children, a thing 
wanted in every city in the kingdom; and thus in 
a few years this order, owing to the favour of several 
princes, spread wider and further than any other order 
in many. It was this aggrandisement, which ordinarily 
creates in our minds a change of habits, that aroused 
in the successors of St Ignatius such love to the Com- 
pany, that, thinking their own to be more useful to the 
Church and more serviceable in the reformation of 
manners than all religious orders in the world, they 
determined among themselves to extend it with such 
art and industry, and to found upon it the true defence 
of Christianity and the real welfare of the Church, or 
(to use their own term) the sole patrimony of Christ. 

It now needed the acuteness of an Aristotle and the 
eloquence of a Cicero to explain the marvellous way, 
which from its novelty seems incredible to many, where- 
by these fitthers extended their order ; but I shall con* 
tent myself with merely noting down some things, leav- 
ing a wide field open to other geniuses to form the 
opinion which may to them appear the most probable ; 
I shall therefore propound some points which may sup- 
ply the reader with a foundation on which to build his 
theories* 

I must premise that these fathers did not suppose 
that their order could acquire that pitch of preeminence 
to which they aspire, by mere teaching, preaching, and 
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administeriiig of the sacramentSy or other like religious 
exercises ; for though they were at first (as I have al- 
ready stated) reoeiyed with open arms and caiessed bj 
many^ they observed in course of time that (either fiom 
dissatisiactioii with them, or from other causes, what- 
ever they might be») the a&ction and devotion of 
many had cooled ; wherefore, doubting whether their 
order, still almost in its infancy, had made its last 
effort and acquired its full preeminence, they devised 

other means for aggrandizing it. 

The firat plan they adopted was to bring all other 
religious orders into bad odour with princes, and after* 
wards with as many others as they could, by showing 
up their imperfections, and then with good and dez* 
terous management they procured their own grandeur 
through the oppression and fall of other persons : by 
this means they have made themselves masten of 

many abbeys as well as the large revenues attached 
to them, of which, through their representations, they 
haye deprived those religious communities to wlucli 
they originally belonged. 

Their second plan was to meddle with matters of 
state, interesting and gaining over the majority of Am 
Christian princes to their party by the most artificial 
and subtle method that ever was known;. of whaoh, 
as it is difficult to dive into, so is it impossible to 
give a thorough explanation. 

They have eonatandy residing at Some a Chmrnml, 

to whom they all yield implicit obedience : this msdk 

makes ehoioe of certain ftthen who, £rom die asaistaMe 
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they oontmuallj render him, are called Auutanis^ 

There is at least one of these assistants to every 
nation, from which he derives his name and tide: 
thus, one is called the Atmiant of Spamy another the 
AuUtant of France, a third the Assistant of Italy y or 
, of any other proyince or kingdom. It is the buainesa 
of each of these individuals to inform the father-general 
of all the political events that occur in that province 
or realm of which he is the assisfant; his information 
is derived from correspondents residing iu the prin-^ 
cipal cities of that province or idngdom i these corres* 
pondents, after acquainting themselves with die state, 
quality, nature, inclination, and intention of the princes, 
give notice, every post, to the aasUtants of all events 
that have recently taken place. These give inferma* 
tion to the father-general, who chIU all the assisfants 
togedier and holds a council with them: diey diea 
anatomize the whole universe, setting forth the interests 
and designs of all the Christian princes : this done, they 
consult together upon all the matters of which diey 
have been recently advised by their correspondents, 
and, after examining them and balancing one thing 
against anodier, promptly decide on supporting the 
interests of one prince and opposing those of another, 
according ^ best suits their own convenience and 
private ends; and as mere spectators of a game see 
better than the persons actually engaged in it what 
turn it is likely to take, so do these fathers, with the 
interests of all the princes before their eyes, know 
well how to observe conditions, time, and place, and 
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how to apply the means calculated to improve the 
affairs of a prince> from whom thejr kuow the7 can 
obtain an advantage* 

I must observe, secondly, that it is downright 
wicked of monks* who have retired from the world £Mr 
the special purpose of attending to the care of their • 
own and their neighbours' souls, to meddle so much 
with affiiirs of state; and that they ahonld meddle 
with them with such objects as they have in riew 
is a serious evil, which needs to be reiormedy in con- 
sideration of the bad consequences that result from 

such conduct as theirs. 

These fathers confess a great part of the Cath<^ 
states, and, in order to get access to the higher etasseft, 
they refuse to admit poor people to their confession- 
aries* and yery frequently confess princes themselres. 
By this means they easily fathom all the designs and 
resolutions of both princes and subjects, and imme- 
diately give information of them either to their general 
or tlicir assistant at Rome. Now, with but a moderate 
share oi caution, they will find out what injury they 
can do to this or that prince^ when thereto moved 
by their own interest, which is the hnal object to 
which all their actions are directed. 

Now» for the preservation of a state iufeUowe m 
a natural and inseparable accident, that if this man 
be not watched, that man is necessarily ruined; and 
it is on this account that princes are so very severe 
with those who discover their secrets and punish them 
as though they were their own and their oountryli 
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enemies: on the other hand, when one prince under- 
stands and knows the intentions of another, he behaves 
with greater caution, and thus adyances his own in- 
terests ; and this is the reason why ambassadors usually 
spend no slight sums of money on spies, and, for all 
that^ are generally deceived in the accounts and in- 
formations giyen them : but the fathers of the Company, 
by means of the confessors and consultations holden 
with their correspondeDts who reside in all the prin- 
cipal cities of Christendom, and also by means of other 
dependents of llieirs (of whom I shall speak by«and- 
by), are accurately and minutely informed of all the 
points discussed and determined in the most secret 
councils, and are almost as well as, if not better, ac- 
quainted than the princes themselves, with the state 
of their revenues, their expenditure, and even their 
designs ; and this knowledge is acquired at no heavier 
cost than the postage of their letters, which, acf^dmg 
to the statements of the paetnutsters, amounts to sixty, 
seventy, and oftentimes a hundred escudos a post. 
Thus do they become acquainted with the concerns 
of princes, whose good qualities they underrate, and 
those whom they wish to make odious to other princes 
they deprive of their reputation, and, in a word, 
cause rebellions and oulbreaks in the lands of those 
princes; which they have the more effectual means of 
doing owing to their knowledge of the inmost secrets 
of the hearts of the subjects, through the medium of 
confessions, whereby they can tell who is well*affected 
to the prince, and who is dissatisfied and displeased 
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with him: thus, hj the accounts of political affioit 

which they receive^ they are easily enabled to sow 
discord among princes and raise suspicion and jealousy 
in their minds. So, by their acquaintance with the 
feelings of the subjects^ they have no difficult in 
raising tumidts and setting the people at varianoe widi 
their prince^ and exciting in their minds a contempt 
for his person. This forces upon us the GQncliuioB» 
that it is contrary to the interests of a state for the 
prince to confess (much less allow this to be done by 
any of his confidants, domestics, aeoretaries, councillofSt 
or chief ministers,) to persons who endeavour to pry 
80 eagerly into matters of state and employ their know- 
ledge of them as the key to obtain the fitvor of prinoea; 
for in these days there is no lack of monks who^c 
lives and whose learning are by no means inferior to 
what these &thers can boast of, and on whose aer> 
vices greater reliance can be placed ; for the pcrboDi 
of whom I speak neither understand nor attend lo 
any thing else but the care of souls and of thflir 
monasteries. 

For the clearer understanding of what I have said 

and am about to say, it is well to know that there are 
four classes of Jesuits. The first consists of secular 
persons of both sexes, who are styled bUnd oMmmtj 
for in all their actions they are ruled by the council of 
the Company, whose orders and mandatea thef ai» 
ready to obey. These are most frequently gendemse 
and persons uf rank, widows, citizens, and mercers ; id 
nhm, as of fimitfiil plants, these fisthets annuaUy vaap 
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abuudaDt fruits of gold and silver. To this belong 
diose women oommonly called ieatinas, who are per- 
suaded by the fathers to contemn the world, and then 
those worthies get posaession of their jewels^ dresses^ 
iiimkurey and finally, good fat incomes. 

The second class consists solely of men, some of 
whom are priesU and some laymen, who, though they 
lead a secular life, and generally obtain pensions^ 
digxiities, and incomes of other kinds, have vowed to 
receiye the habit of the Company whensoever the 
general may order them to take it; hence they are 
called Je9uit8 in voto: the fathers make great use of 
their servioes to support the &bric of their monarchy, 
for they have these men stationed in all kingdoms 
and provinces^ and about the oourts of all princes and 
grandees, for the purpose of employing them in the 
manner that will be stated in the seventh paragraph 
after this. 

To the third class belong those who live in monas- 
teries, whether priests or laymen, and who, not having 
as yet professed, may be ejected from them at the will 
of the father-general, hut cannot leave them of their 
own accord. As these persons neither hold offices nor 
employments worth mentioning, they usually pay a 
simple obedience to the orders of their superiors. 

Hie fourth class of Jesuits consists of the poUUdanSy 
in whom the government of their order is vested : these 
are the persons who, when tempted by the devil with the 
same temptation to which Christ was subjected in the 
wQderaesf (Hme amma Ubi dobo, 8fc.), have accepted 
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the conditions offered them, and now labour to make 
their order a perfect monarchy, which begins at Kome, 
to which city nearly all the afiaira of Christendom are 
referred, and at which resideji the head of these poU^ 
ticiam, who with a large body of the same order act as 
generals : these men, informed by their spies of all the 
more weighty and important matters discussed at the 
Conrt of Rome» after examining into them and first 
deciding what game it will best suit their own interests 
to play, take care to attend daily the houses of the 
cardinals, ambassadors, and prelates^ before whom they 
aclioitlv introduce the subject which is under discussion 
or which they know will shortly be discussed, and re- 
present it to them in the light that they think the 
strongest, or in the form which they imagine will be most 
conducive to their own benefit — ^and, in general, they 
so alter the aspect of affairs as (according to their own 
expression) to make black appear white ; for the first 
accounts received, particularly when they come from 
religions persons,^ usually make a strong impression 
on the minds of the hearers : hence it is that very im- 
portant negotiations respecting the affairs of princes 
and other exalted personages, when carried on at Rome 
through the medium of ambassadors, have often failed 
in meeting with the expected result, the council having ^ 
been prejudiced by the interested statements of these 
fathers, who have contrived that discredit should be 
thrown upon the accounts given by the ambassadors 

' That^is to say, memben of religiomi orden or eomntttnities.^ 
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and other agents. Of this same artifice, which they 

employ at Rome with the prelates and cardiuals^ they 
avail themselves in their private conferences with other 
princes and the Jesuits of the second class, and so we 
may conclude that most of the negoliatious in which 
Christendom is concerned pass through their hands, and 
none of them succeed save those to which these fathers 
raise no opposition. Great, indeed, is the cunning of 
these fathers, in fact it is almost impenetrable, and 
therefore caiiiiot be made thoroughly mauifcit; but any 
prince who takes warning isom my observations may 
get a tolerably dear knowledge of it, as by them ^e 
will be enabled to reflect on things past and thereby 
imderstand the truth of my words, and by calling to 
mind their artful ways in the management of former 
transactions, he will discover much more than can be 
stated here. The fathers do not rest satisfied with em* 
ploying these secret artifices for the purpose of in- 
sinuating themselves into all secular matters, though 
they believe them to be the only means of acquiring 
their universal monarchy. The jurisdiction they desire 
to have they some years ago solicited of his Holiness 
Gregory the Thirteenth, whom they entreated to favor 
their views, representing to him and persuading him 
that it was for the good of the Church that they had 
made this application to him, and begging of him, when- 
ever he sent a legate or apostolical minister, to require 
that person to take some &ther of the Company with 
him as his companiou or confidant, by whose counsel 
ail the actions of such legate or apostolical minister 
were to be guided. 
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It is by this oontriTance, as well as by their aoqaain- 

tance with political affairs, that these fathers, or at least 
the leading members of their body, have gained the 
friendship of many spiritual and temporal princes, whom 
they have persuaded that they (the Jesuits) have said 
or done many things to their advantage. From this 
have resulted two serious evils: the first is that, abusing 
the friendship and goodness of princes, they have not 
hesitated to disgust many private ftmilies, both riehaiid 
noble, by usurping (if I may be allowed thus to express 
myself) the estates of widows, and causing die gpreatest 
mjsory to parents by bringing ov&t to their profession 
the persons who appear to them the most clever of those 
that go to pursue their studies with them : and it often 
happens, when these students chance to prove ignorant 
or to become ill, that, under some fair pretext, the^ 
fathers turn them out of doors, but retain their property 
(for at the time of their profession they were compelled 
to make those Others their heirs), while they utterly 
exclude the poor from their studies, in violation of the 
aforesaid St. Ignatius's orders, and in opposition to 
the intentions of the persons by whom revenues have 
been left to them for this express purpose, such bene- 
factors supposing that their bequests would be properly 
applied to the benefit of the community at large, and 
the public be the gainers thereby. 

The second evil is, that these fathers have a singularly 
artful way of proclaiming to the world what intimate 
friendship they have with princes, poiirtraying it much 
greater than it reaUy is, in order to make all the 
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ministerB of tihe latter friendly to themselves, and to 
force those ministers to urge their claims beibre them 
(the Jesuits) as a matter of favor and not of right; 

nay, they have been known to boast publicly at Rome 
that it was in their power to make cardinals, nuncios^ 
lieutenant governors, and other officers; and some of 
them have positively asserted that their general is more 
powerful than the Supreme Pontiff; and others have 
said that it is a better thing to belong to tha^ order 
which can create cardinals than to be a cardinal: all 
these things have been said publicly by them; in 
fact, there is no one familiarly acquainted with these 
fathers, to whom they have not made such or similar 
statements. 

Relying upon the effects of their political intrigues, 
they have the affirontery to say that they can raise up 
or cast down whomsoever they please, and, by using 
the cover or cloak of religion, they not unfrequently 
carry their point When they recommend any one 
to a prince, they do not pick out the most meritorious 
person, but, on the contrary, more generally oppose 
the man who is such, when they know him 'to be a 
person in whom they cannot place the utmost con- 
fidence ; and they are in the constant habit of bringing 
forward men who are likely to be of use to themselves, 
without caring whether so-and-so be well-affected to the 
prince, whether he be a deserving man or capable of 
rendering a satisfactory account of the office or place 
of trust committed to him : hence it is that the prince 
is always living in a state of alarm, and the disposition 
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of the people is manifested by ditcontent and out* 

breaks. 

As the boatswain^ when he sees that he has a favcn:-* 
able opportunity/ gives a whistle to the galley-shme, 
who pull hard all and speed the galley on, oo do these 
fathers, with the general and assistants at Komoj daring 
the quiet of the siesta, conclude that the appointment 
of some individual to this or that office or post of 
honour, will turn to their own account, and then the 
father-general advises the brethren who reside at other 
places; on which the whole fraternity act with una-* 
nimity, all of them pulling together and exerting them<» 
selves to die utmost, nearly at the same moment, to 
obtain for their iavourite the appointment they wish 
him to get. And very ungrateful would that individual 
be, who, while under such obligations to these fathers, 
should refuse to gratify, as well as assist them, when- 
soever they might need his services, with the same 
S(eal as they had displayed in his behalf. And as this 
dependent or these dependents (for the Jesuit fathers 
have many such) are thus placed under greater obliga- 
tions to them than to the prince from whom they ha^e 
received that office or dignity^ so do they serve them 
with greater love and affection thau the pimce himself. 
Thus it is that these temporal sovereigns become em* 
bayed ; for supposing themselves to have found a faith- 
ful servant, they liave, in reality, appointed a spy 
selected by those fathers, of whose services the latter 

* Tietnpo, which also signifies weather^ and mayi per^^ps, hm bt 
used in this seiuie. — TramitUor, 
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often avail themselves to the injury of the very prince 
who aggrandized their own nominee. I could produce 

clear examples in confirmation of all that 1 have hitherto 
advanced, though it is sufficiently confirmed by ex- 
perience and general opinion; but that I may not 
excite too much odium against myself^, I shall avoid 
descending to particular cases, concluding, as I do, 
that the probable reason why these fathers ut,ually 
style their order a great monarchy, is because they 
imagine and believe that they have princes and min* 
isters under their thunib : indeed, it was but a short 
time ago that one of the gravest of these fathers, 
speaking in public in the name of his order to a Serene 
Highnessj commenced his address with these arrogant 
words, which originated, no doubt, in his notions of 
their monarchy i Our Company has always had a good 
understanding with your Serene Highness, 

These fathers strive, with all their might and main, 
to persuade the world it is owing to tlieir countenance 
and support that all persons have been any wise 
favoured by a prince, and in this way they obtain more 
sway over the minds of the people than the princes 
themselves. Now this is a very serious evil; for it 
never can be beneficial to a state that monks so ambi- 
tions and so political should rule the minds of those 
ministers who can be guilty of treason or raise a com- 
motion, whenever they have the inclination to do so : 
nor is it consistent with the security of a state that these 
&ther8 of the Company should be enabled (through the 
medium of niiui:ilei:5 depeudent upon them) to intro- 

s 
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duce and place in lihe tervice of pimoes, in the ei^ncity 
of councillors and tecretaries, any of tfaoae JendU m 

voio, of whom I have pxeTiously spoken^ and who 
afterwards get the prince to employ one of these 

fathers as his confessor or preacher ; and when they 
have succeeded in this^ then all these men acting in 
concert serve as spies for the father-general, whom 
tlicy furuibh with a detailed account of every thing 
that is discussed, even in the most secret councils: 
thns are the intentions of the prince made known and 
his most important secrets discovered, while he is un- 
able to detect the delinquent, and generally allows Us 
suspicions to fall on the most innocMit. 

As suhjects are, generally, by nature inclined to 
follow the example of their [»incet so do these men 
who yield obedience to the father-general, on seeing 
that he pays the greatest attention to political a^^s 
and thereby endeavours to aggrandise the Company, 
apply their naiids to the same thing; they make use 
of the prince's reiatious, from whom they try to get 
information respecting the state of his heart and to 
worm out his most secret desigus, for the purpose 
of communicating every thing to the assistant of Borne 
or the father-general ; by this they hope to win his 
favor and obtain some o£ice or post of honor which 
they would not have acquired by any other means, 
for it is not the pratiicc of the fathers to confer offices 
and places of ttust upon great men, but upon those 
whom they know to be well qualified to assist in raising 
the Company to that pitch of aggrandisement to which 
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they aspire, the acquisition of which they consider a 
suiEcient ground for their interference in secular matters. 
Now» as by working the still such water is distilled 

and drawn from various herbs as \vill have the effect 

^curing and healing a dangerous ulcer; and as bees 
gather honey firom diflbrent kinds of flowers ; so^ from 
the punctual accounts which the fathers receive respect- 
ing die interests of all princes and all the events that 
occur in every state, do these men, by force of deduction^ 
come to a conclusion as to what will help them to cure 
the ahnost incurable ulcer of desire to i^^grandise them- 
selves,' and extract a certain knowledge which is of 
peculiar service to them^ whereby^ to the bene£t of one 
and to the injury of another, but more frequently to the 

injury of the one tlian to the bciiclit of the other, they 
gain their end. Besides this they are in the habit of 
keeping in suspense llie hopes of princes whose designs 
they have penetrated, telling them that they have taken 
measures to insure the success of their designs and the 
reafisation of their hopes ; but when they have secured 
theii* own interest, considering that the excessive eleva- 
tion of those princes might, some day, prove prejudicial 
or hurtful to them, like lawyers with suits, they defer 
the business in hand, and, afterwards, with marvellous 

* This sentence is not ^ery dear ; this* however, I take to be the 
-writer's meaning ; ** Since the Jesuits aspire to a univeraal monarchy, 
they employ any means (however unacrupuloiis) which they think 
caleolaAed to asaiat them in gaining their olject, auppoaing that if 
they succeed in obtaining it, aU their desires will be satisfied, 
whereas they are ignorant of the insatiable nature of ambition/'— <> 
TrmsUUor, 

S2 



Digitized by Google 



£60 



INST&UCIION FOR FBINCES. 



dexterity and artifice turning over a new leaf, totally 
undo and destroy tlie whole of the buBinees which they 

had begun. 

The commencement and conclusion of the lea^e of 
France by these fathers, and its subsequent abandon- 

ment and rejection by them when they saw that Menzj 
the Fourth's affairs were in a more flourishing con- 
dition; the gift of England so repeatedly made to the 
Spaniards by these fathers^ and a hundred other simiiac 
cases, so fully confirm what I have advanced in this dis- 
course of mine^ that no additional proof of my statement 
is necessary. 

From what has been said, it follows that the CompanT 
have not a good and right understanding with any prince 
spiritual or temporal, but make such use of him as sotts 
their own convenience : on the other hand, it follows 
that no prince, much less any private gentleman, caa 
rely on them; for as these fathers show themsdves 
equally well affected to all, becoming Spaniards to 
Spaniards, Frenchmen to Frenchmen, and acting ia 
the same way towards persons of other nations, when 
occasion requires it; they evidently have an eye to 
their own interests alone, and care not whether thej 
injure this or that man : it is on this account that enter* 
prises and negotiations with which these fathers have 
mixed themselves up, have seldom been sucoessfal, for 
they have no mind to render any further help and 
assistance to any one than it is to their own advantage 
to afford ; and in this they are very cunning, for some 
of them pretend to Le partizans of the Spani:»u ciuau. 
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some of the French^ some of the Emperor^ and some of 
other princes whose coantenance and support they de- 
sire to have. And when one of these princes makes 
a Jesuit his conhdant, tlie latter writes to his general 
an account of the husiness which is to be discussed, 
and waits for an answer from that functionary, in 
order to see whether the instructions sent by him 
are in accordance with the will and intentions of 
the prince by whom the matter was entrusted to 
him ; for, provided the Company be serred, little does 
he care for the interests of the prince. 

Besides this, as these fathers are acquainted with the 
interests of all princes and are informed of almost every- 
thing that is discussed in their most secret councils, those 
who pretend to be partizans or confidants of Spain pro- 
pose to the king and his chief ministers some very im- 
portant conditions and considerations of state that have 
been sent to them from Borne by some of those fathers 
that are styled politicians. The like conduct is observed 
in France by those who profess devotion and attachment 
to that crown, and the same rule applies to the rest of 
them ; hence it is that princes become so suspicious of 
each other that not one of them will trust another ; and 
this diffidence of theirs is in the highest degree pre- 
judicial to the tranquillity, the public peace, and the 
general welfare of Christendom, inasmuch as it raises 
obstacles to the conclusion of a league against the com- 
mon enemy, and renders it difficult to secure a lasting 
peace between Christian princes. 

It must be admitted that die eyes of the world have 
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been so opened to their subtle discussions on matters of 
state^ that now, to the great injury of the churchy no 
other subjects are regarded or attended to : it is in these 
scales that every one weighs his actions, and the worst 
of all is that the heretics hare leamt the tricks of Aese 
fathers, and are now employing them to the serioas 
injury of us with those princes by whom they are 
protected; so that when these heretics first became 
somewhat acquainted with literature, from which it 
was hoped that they would one day learn the error 
of their ways, they hare instead thereof become 
atheists and politicians whom it is next to impossible 
to conyert^ unless God miraculously interpose in their 
behalf. 

Here, in order to show the cunning of the Jesuits 
and their way of winning over to their side and catch- 
ing hold of princes, I must not omit to state, that some 
years ago a father assistant of England, named Fer- 
8onio»* wrote a book against the king of Scotland's suc- 
cession to the throne of England, and another father, 

named Cristonio/ with others of the same order, in 
a printed book of theirs defended the king of Scotland's 

title to that crown, in opposition to the opinion of the 

said lather Fersonio, with whom they pretended to dis- 

* The individual here called Personio wiis one Parsons or Persona: 
in 1594 he publishetd, under the name of R. Doleiuan, A Conference 
about the next succession to the Crown of Enijland. It is clear from the 
prefece of this work thnt it \vas for tho Jirst time published in 1594. 
Ill the lost pai'ayrupL. but one of thi.s Instnirtion^ I'ope Urban the 
Seventh, who died in 1-590, i& spoken of us a ])erson still living, Heua; 
it follows that the Instruction is a forgery. — Tramiator^ 

* Chrictoa (r) a Scotch Jesuit,— Jra'w^^'**. 
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agree, carrying on their controversy with particular art- 
fulness and with the concurrence of their general; it 
being their object to gain access to the person that suc- 
ceeded to the crown, whoever he might be, and to find 
tneans through his assistance to aggrandize their order 
and benefit tbemselTes: hence it is quite clear that 
princes are the object of all the actions and deter- 
minations of these Others, and consequendy their corn* 
men saying that their order is a great monarchy is 
yerified. 

Thoogh oar experience of infinite cases that have 

happened proves as clear as the daylight that these 
iaiken, in ohhging or disobliging a prmce, are actuated 
entirely by motiTes of self-interest, it will nevertheless 
appear from what I am about to state^ that there is no 
person in the world whom they ought to obey more 
readily dian the Supreme Pontiff, both out of regard 
to their being Christians themselves, and also out of 
respect to the solemn vow of obedience to him which 
they take : and yet, when the Supreme PontifF Pius 
the Fifth (of whom it is impossible to speak too highly)^ 
enlightened by the Holy Spirit, desired to reform these 
fathers and compel them to act up to their professions, 
as other religious communities do, they would not obey 
him, because they thought that such obedience would 
be prejudicial to their interests ; on the contrary, some 
few who obeyed the Supreme Pontiff and made their pro* 
fessions were by the rest of the fathers contemptuously 
caiied QuintinoSf and not one of these has hitherto suc- 
ceeded in obtaining a benefice* In like manner did 
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they oppose the glorious St. Charles, Archhishop of 

Milan, who, as legate d latere of his Holiness, desired 
to bring them to a religious discipline. But are they 
who disobey the sacred canons less disobedient to his 
decrees? — -they who make a gainful traffic in pearls, 
rabies, and diamonds brought irom the Indies ? for it 
is an established fact, that most of the precious pearls 
sold at Venice belong to these fathers — a fact which has 
been ascertained from the brokers whom they have 
employed and do still employ. 

That these fathers do not obey the Supreme Pontiff 
is well known to some of their Company who were 
summoned from Rome and prosecuted on this account: 
but in order to avoid introducing the name of any prince 
to whom this treatise of mine may not be very accept- 
able, 1 shall withhold names and dwell no longer upon 
this topic. I am anxious to be of service to all men, 
and do not wish to offend any one, for it is not my 
design in this place to inveigh against these fathers 
(whom, in other respects, I regard and esteem), but 
only to give a brief account of theii mauners and 
customs* 

Kow it occasionally happens, be it observed, that a 

person afflicted with a dangerous malady complains so 
piteously that his cry reaches the heavens, though he k 
ignorant of the origin and cause of his malady : thus 
does all the world complain of these fathers, one because 
he is persecuted by them, another because his confidence 
has been betrayed by them ; and the evil continues, 
while men are unable to discover and get at the root 
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f^t it, namely the desire and intent of tliese fathers to . 

aggrandize themselves ; out of respect for which desire 
they care not whether they displease this or that man 
the most, whether they deceive princes, whether by 
their cunning they deprive widows of their estates, 
whether they min noble families, or whether, as 
generally happens, they are the cause of those sus- 
picions and disgusts that arise between Christian 
princes, through their own determination to meddle 
and insinuate themselves into the principal negotiations 
that are carried on» Now, as in the economy of nature 
it would be very inconvcnicut that the part last formed 
should iirst attract and carry of[ purer blood than the 
vital parts of the frame for the purpose of serving as 
an instrument to the inferior parts, inasmuch as it 
would be exhausted thereby; so is it a contradiction 
to the natural state of things that the order of these 
Others, which was instituted in the Church for the 
purpose of eradicating heresies and bringing sinners 
to repentance, should attract and bring over to itself 
the most weighty and the most important concerns of 
princes and prelates, withdrawing thereby the vital 
spirits of their interests and appropriating them all to 
themselves : for by this means public as well as private 
peace is interrupted, and many persons worthy of pro- 
motion are passed over, while others who ought to be 
passed over are promoted, to say nothing of a thou- 
sand other inconveniences resulting therefrom. 

I might adduce numerous instances from experience 
to show how great is the ambition of these fathers to 



Digitized by Google 



266 



INflTRirCTiOlC VOR rai9CBS< 



aggrandiw themselves, bot shall content nyvelf with 

proying them by the words of Fersonio, one of the 
gravest of these &tbers, written in a book of his oom- 
posed in English and entitaled **7%e Rrfwmatkmof 
Mngland^'^ where, after having spoken very ill of Car- 
dinal Paul, a prelate who, as well iot his exemplary 
virtue a* for his services to the Church, deserves to be 
hoiden in everlasting remembrance; imd, after having 
noted certain defects and Uemishes in the Council of 
Trent, he finally concluded that whensoever England 
should torn to the true Catholic &ith» it would then be 
convenient to reduce her to the form and condition of 
the primitive Church, by putting all eoclesiMtical pro. 
perty into a common fund, and entrusting the care and 
administration of it to seven s^es that belong to the 
Company, to distribute them in such a way as should 
seem to them due most suitable : nor will he allow, nay, 
he forbids under heavy penalties, the return of any 
monk to England, of what order soever he be, without 
the licence of these bthers, with the design and purpose 
of preventing all but themselves from gaining a living 
by collecting alms* But as self-ooncrit blinds a man's 

• ''Next followes Kis Booke of Reformation, which, under lU;- 
formation, was Father Parsons Babelly that is, his Caatlu in the aire, 
wherein he prescribes Rules to all Estate : here you sec, he is no 
ehangelingt the same man that he was bufore ; or rather grown more 
audacious and impudent, and wel he might, considering that these 
orders were begnnne in their deepe lesuiticaU Court of Parliament ai 
8tix in Pkiegeton, and suggested thence into Faiher Pamom tconce, 
being ended and compUed into a full and complete volume, br 
him and his GeneraUt intituled, Tht High Court of Reformation for 
EfUfUmd^^-^Life of Father PorioM, by Thomss James, Oxford^ 1618. 
— TrantHotor, 
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eyeS) and, howeTer wise he be, makes him do very 

unwise things, what this father goes on to state is 
thoroughly ridicolous. Whenever England, says he, is 
reduced to the true &ith, it is not expedient that the 
Pope should, for £ve years at least, interfere with the 
titles or patronage of ecdesiasticai benefices in that 
kingdom, but that every thing should be in ihe hands 
of those seven sages, who will bestow those benefices in 
each a manner as they may think most conducive to 
the interests of the Church, with the design and pur- 
pose of obtaining, after the expiration of the hve years 
(through the medium of their devices of which they 
have an abundant stock), a prorogation of the same 
{Nrivilege for five years more, and of continuing the 
prorogation for such a length of time as eventually to 
exclude his Holiness iiom JBnglaud. Who doth not 
now see pourtiayed, as in a picture, the oovetousness 
and ambition of the Jesuits, and their eagerness to 
become monarchs? who is not acquainted with the 
great cunning wherewith they advance their own in- 
terests, and knows not how little regard they have for 
the wel&re or the misfortunes of all others besides ? 

But in the time of Gregory the Thirteenth they 
begged and pressed him to give and invest them with 
all the parish churches at Borne, in order that their- 
monarchy might commence in that city; and though 
they could not obtain this at Home, they have obtained 
it in England, where of late they have had an arck'- 
priest, a Jesuit in voto, elected; who, instead of pro- 
tecting the clergy, hunts all the priests that are not 
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dependents of Im, like a rabid wolf, reducing them to 
a state of despair, and prohibiting them under heavy 
penalties from conversing together ; so that now nearly 
all the English Clei^ are Jeauiii in voto, nor is any 

one admitted at the English Colleges that hath not 
previously promised to become a Jesuit. Thus, were 
that kingdom to return to the ancient and true faitb, 
England would become a Jesuitical mouarchy; for all 
the ecclesiastical revenuesj all the abbeys, and all the 
other dignities would be conferred upon Jesuits. 

This is certain (and I say it with tears in my eyes) 
that Tery few heretics are now conyerted: this obser- 
vation applies with peculiar force to England^ where, 
as I said before, not one of the old clergy, who did 
Tery good service, is left: this must be attributed to 
these fathers, who pay greater attention to, and care 
more about, their own interests than the souls of men ; 
besides which the heretics themselves know how the 
Jesuits oppress the Catholic priests and with what 
artifice they proceed, and hate them so mortally that 
numbers refuse to be converted, because they do not 
choose to be tyrannized over by those fathers. I here 
omit many things respecting their pretensions to other 
people's estates, which they show their eagerness to 
possess, as well as to aggrandize themselves; I also 
omit a good deal about their way of gaining a prince's 
favor, by persuading him that they have the people at 
•their disposal, and can make them well-a£fected to his 
person : and now leaving it to every one to consider 
.whether what I have just said be clear and palpable. 
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I shall condade this discourse vitih four brief ob- 

servations. 

Obsenrataon the first.— Men of such haughty spirit 

and of such high notions are always in want of changes 
and ever on the look out for them and bringing them 
about ; for it is by new commotions that they usually 
gain their ends, for wliich they open a way with the 
arms of their industry and their arts, in which we have 
seen them to be so well practised ; for to a prince who 
loves and is anxious for the peace and security of his 
dominions, these ikthers not only cannot be of service, 
but may do him harm by causing tumults and placing 
his state in jeopardy, if, when he has any of them re- 
siding in it, he do not &vor them, or, if when he 
favors them, he allow himself to be governed by their 
counsels. 

Observation die second.— If these fitthers, who have 

no temporal jurisdiction, cause the world such frequent 
and such serious inquietude, what would be the con- 
sequence if one of them were elected Pope? Why, 
the £rst thing he would do would be to £11 the College 
of Cardinab with men of his order, and perpetuate the 
Pontificate among its members ; on whicli they, govcrued 
by self-interest, protected and supported by the Pope, 
might endanger the states of many princes, particularly 
those of their nearest neighbours. 

Observation the third. — ^They would exert them- 
selves to the utmost to obtain from the Pope the grant 
of some city or of some temporal jurisdiction, which 
they would employ as a means to establish other claims 
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wbich could not be maintained without injuring other 
princes. 

Obaervtttioii the fourth.— At soon as the College 

should be remodelled and filled up by these fathers, 
all the patrimony of Christ would be in their hands; 
and as a dropsical mm, the more he drinks the thirstier 
he becomes^ so would these men^ by increasing in covetp 
ousness in proportion to their increase in grandenr, be 
the cause of a thousand disturbances. And since there 
is nothing more subject to change than the affairs of 
states, these fathers are now striving harder than erer, 
and with all tlicir mic^ht and main, and with all their 
Qunningi to procure changes in order that they may be 
the better enabled to introduce their scheme of govern- 
ment ; meanwhile they now go looking about for the 
eldest son of some prince, and try to bring him over 
to their order, and induce him to endow them with 
his doiiiiiiions, — and they would actually have succeeded 
in this design of theirs, had not some persons got wind 
of their artfnl intentions and opposed them. In the 
case above mentioned, they would have had no difficult 
in lording it over the eoclesiasticai staff; and as they 
arc sagacious uicu and know what they arc about, they 
would attempt to set up a thousand claims for the 
purpose of extending their authority, and would not 
want means to gain their end ; and even supposing this 
were att^ded with no other result than the alarms and 
suspicions in which princes would live, and particularly 
those nearest to them, this would be an inconv^ience 
of no trifling consideration. 
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It is neeetsaiy for the presenration of the public 
peace and for the tranquillity of every prince's do- 
xaioions^ for the increase of the Church and for the good 
of the world, that his Holiness, Urban the Seventh, with 
the aid of other Christian princes, should put a bridle 
in the noufth of this Company, which now conducts 

itself in so disorderly a manner, provided wc would not 
see the same thing happen to them that happened in 
olden time to those members of the family of Dabius 
(in whose steps these fathers appear to be treading), 
who w^e destroyed by the £mperor Claudius. 

When ordered to write and express my opinion 
respecting the best measure to be adopted ibr re- 
gulating the conduct of these fathers (without giving 
oiicnce to thern or lujiiring them, but, on the contrary, 
conferring upon them an important benefit, for I am 
anxious to make them monarchs of souls which are 
Christ's real treasure, and not of this world and of its 
concerns which are mere rubbish), I promise to do so 
with all charity and with all the ability which it shall 
please the Divine Majesty to give me. — Uhum jpro 
cunctis au^kiat opus. 



Letter written from Antwerp to King Philip the Second^ 
an the eighteenth of February^ 1571^ hy Benito 
Arias Montano. 

To His Sogal OathoUe Majesty : 

Bound as a loyal servant by Christian simplicity and 
the tie of an affectionate service to all things pertaining 
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to God and to your Majesty, and to your unfettered 
rule oyer the commonwealths subject to your Majes^; 

in consideratioii of this, dedare that one of the 
commands wliicli your Majesty should be particular 
in giving to the governor and ministers of those states 
and to their successors is, that they should not encumber 
themselves with any of the Teatinos^ nor allow anj 

. of those persons to meddle with politics; nor should 
they advance any of them to situations in tliosc st ius 
to which any such authority or profit is annexed am 
will raise them above their present station, and your 
Majesty should give special orders that no governor 
employ any of them as his preacher or oonfesior ; tar, 
before God and my conscience, I know that the governor 
does all he can do for the service of God and your 
Majesty, as well as for the free administration of good 
government in those states: and your Majesty mav 
rest assured that there are few persons in Spain not 
belonging to the Company that have had more frequent 
opportunities of becoming acquainted with the aim and 
object, with the cleverness and the powerful influence 
the fathers exert to gain their point (I avoid spealdni^ 
of private matters), than I have ; and my knowledge of 
these things is derived, not from one^ but fifteen yean* 
acquaintance with the Jesuits. 

I have heard that the Duke of Alva was somewhat 
lukewarm about the claims they tried to establish in 

■his time, and belicjve that he had lawsuits with suine 
of them about matters pertaining to your Majesty's ser- 
vice, of which they bitterly complained (first in secret. 
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and afterwards openly), and now they triumph at the 
news of the new governor's appointment^ and boast 
that they do and shall enjoy greater authority and 
higher privileges ihau they can even desire or dcniand ; 
for, to adopt their own language, he is a creature of 
theirs^ and I hear that they intend to exert every 
means in their power to carry whatever they propose 
and approve. I determined^ as in duty bound, to 
inform your Majesty of this in a private letter I sent 
by Gaztelu^ who is ignorant of its contents ; for I am 
folly aware that they have spies stationed everywhere 
to inform them of all your affairs as well as other 
people's; I also know how hostile they are to all 
persons invested with the slightest authority, when 
they chance to hear that those ministers have^ against 
their (the Jesuits') will, had anything to do with your 
Majesty's affidrs; nor am I ignorant of the mischief 
which their secret hostility may do those persons. As 
the introduction of private matters in this letter would 
only tire your Majesty, whom it is my sole aim and 
object to please, I omit every thing caicuiated to ofibnd 
your ro5ral person and dignity. God grant your Ma- 
jesty a happy life, and prolong it many years for the 
glory of His holy name. — ^Antwerp^ Feb. 18th. Your 
Majesty's chaplain and servant, SenUo Montana, kisses 
your royal feet. 
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Notices of Arias Mantam. 

Now that we have seen the severe judgment passed 
on the Jesuits by Arias Montano^ it will not be out 
of the way to transfer to this place a passage from 
a work not published* [till the end of the last century. — 
liranslatar] entituled^ Memoirs of events rioting to this 
Royal Monastery of San LorenzOy from LJlc laying of 
its f/rst stone on the it^rd of AprU, 156^^ whm the 
first monks came to it, tiU its completion, and down 
to the year 1591, with the principal events that occurred 
in JS^m and other countries in those times, toritten hy 
Fray Juan de San Jerdnimo, who was at the Escurial 
the whole time of its building, and was entrusted by 
PhiUp the Second with the account-hook of all the ex* 
penses laid out on the works, Juan de San Jeronimo 
died in the year 1591. 

Patris Josephi de Sigiiema : Oontinuaiion of these 
Memoirs, dovm to the foUoioing year 1592, written by 
the same Siguema, 

On the 1st of March^ 1577, by command of our 
lord the King, Dr. Benedicto Arias Montano, Chaplain 
to His Majesty and prelate (comendador) of the order 
of Santiago, came to this monastery to inspect, expurge, 
and put in order the Koyal Library of San Lorenzo, 
being a man well fitted for so important an undertaking 
and so high a trust. Now, these were the doctor's 
qualifications : in the first place, he was a learned clerk 

^ It was published ia the library of the Eabbins by Jos6 Bod- 
riguez de Ca»tro. 
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and a great divine ; he was familiar with all the scienceB 
and deeply acquainted with the Hebrew, Chaldaic, 
Greek, Latin, Syriac, Arabic, German, French, Flem- 
ish, Italian, Portuguese, and Castilian languages, all 
of which he knew and understood as well as if lie 
had been brought up in the countries where they are 
spoken. This doctor was the person who, at the com- 
liiand of His Majesty Iving Philip, our Lord, went to 
Flanders to superintend the printing of the Boyal Bible 
of five languages at Antwerp by Plantinus the printer, 
as may be seen by referring to the book and the pre- 
faces he wrote to it while there. 

''This doctor was a natire of Frejenal near Serille': 
so abstemious was he that he only took one meal 
every twenty-four hours, and even then he did not 
eat meat or fish, but only vegetables and fruits and 
the liquor of the olla whether it were oil or gravy; 
he slept on hard boards, on which he laid a mat and 
a Bernia blanket: in humility he surpassed all who 
were acquainted with him : so a£^ble was he that he 
made every one regard him widi affection and lore; 
the learned courted his friendsliip, and the gentry were 
edified by him; officers, architects, painters, and men 
of talent found something to learn of him: the said 
doctor was ten months at this house, expurging the 
library and making the Greek and Latin catalogues 

* The author of thcee memoirs must have been wool-gathering 
when he wrote these words. Frejenal, though in Andalusia, is on 
the very borders of EstramadurOp and not within a hmdred mUta of 
Seville I-^Trantlator,] 
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in it: he divided the books into sizty-four classes, 
keeping the printed works separate from the mana> 

scripts: he ordered Koman statues and portiaits of 
Supreme Pontiffs, £mperon,. Kings, and learned per- 
sons to be placed in the library. 

At the beginning of September in the aforesaid 
year '79/ Dr. Arias Montano came to this house to 
inspect the library, by command of His Majesty, who 
assigned him the house of Santoyo for his residence."^ 

* Thii Bhould be '77, which is the year mentioned at the com- 
mencement of the last paragraph, but one. The error appears to 
have escaped tiie notice of Bon Adolfo de Gastro» who haa cofpied 
thia document vgrhadm 6om the Biblioteca deloa Baibinog Eepaiioles. 
—Thmtkttor,] 

^ Ariaa Montano died at Seville in 1598, aged 71* Notas lite> 
raiiaa de PeUieer, par^ 4to., printed in the Biblloteca de loa Rabinoa 
EapaniDleB. — I^rmulator* 



THE END. 
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